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Welcome to Country
As is the practice of Flinders University we begin by acknowledging 
the Aboriginal people of this country. In particular  we acknowledge 
the traditional owners of the lands and waters of the region on which 
we meet today. 

We would like to acknowledge this land and express our respect for 
the custodians’ spiritual relationship with their country. We also 
recognise that cultural and heritage beliefs are important to the 
living Aboriginal people today.



Working with vulnerable children
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Working with vulnerable children
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Challenges of policy 
changes



What do we need?… 

• Hope
• Anger 
• Courage   



Victim blaming

unicef.org.au



Hope…
St Augustine: Hope has 

two beautiful daughters. 
Their names are anger 
and courage; anger at 
the way things are, and 
courage to see that they 
do not remain the way 
they are.



Anger…



Courage …



1. Competing demands

DECD goal –
Resources 

DECD goal –
Workshops 



Interdisciplinary

11



Hope…
2. How do you run a workshop and 

make it research?
3. How do you logistically bring all 

participants together?
4. How do you indicate what you are 

going to produce when you haven’t 
done the research yet?

5. How do you elicit genuine reflective 
responses when there are pre-
existing professional and 
disciplinary barriers? 



1. Competing demands

Our goals - inquiry



2. How do you run a workshop and 
make it research?

Learning Outcomes:
To demonstrate how personal/professional beliefs and values about infants, 

children, families and childhood can influence communication with clients and 
professionals. 

To demonstrate how the language used to describe infants, children, families and 
childhood can influence communication with clients and professionals.

To articulate the position of Australia’s children within the international framework 
of the rights of the child.

To explore the professional evolution of disciplinary values and beliefs for worker 
engaging with children and families.

To demonstrate how disciplinary values and beliefs influence the experiences of the 
children and their family. 



3. How do you logistically bring all 
participants together?

Benefits:

Working with an organisation that helped us to organise the 
workshops and ensure that people attended 

Issues:

Possible coercion
Political tensions
Service backfill
Travel/venues



4. How do you indicate what you are 
going to produce when you haven’t 

done the research yet?

Ethics 



5. How do you elicit genuine reflective responses 
when there are pre-existing professional and 
disciplinary barriers?

•Use of personal visual prompts 

•Teaching and applying discourse analytic tools 
of deconstruction 
•Use of purposefully designed digital stories
•Use of personal narratives

ALL VERBAL AND WRITTEN RESPONSES 
COLLECTED AS  DATA

https://vimeo.com/user18796009/review/110842581/6132137fa4


On Reflection
Data was deep and rich

What we found was more related to the issues of 
tight fiscal budgets, neoliberal working 
environments and challenges of organisations/silos 
to meet individual KAMs … not really what  they 
wanted to hear. 

Workers were working hard to communicate! 
Communication happened effectively between them 
most of the time! 

Who’s got the problem? 



Summary  
In the early childhood arena common understandings of infants, children and families are crucial to
enable inter-professional and inter-sectorial practice. This research project sought to explore
commonalities of language for working with children from birth to five years of age, and their families to
improve practice. This paper has presented and critiqued the use of structured, workshop based focus
groups to deconstruct then re-construct inter-disciplinary language.

Participants from a range of professional backgrounds were recruited from children’s centres for child
development in South Australia. These workplaces represented a range of levels of competence in
achieving collaborative interdisciplinary care for children and families.

• In this presentation we have paid particular attention to the place of data collection in a focus group 
that is underpinned by a educational framework. Teaching participants how to deconstruct language 
was core to enabling discussions around language and language use when working with families in 
the early years. Recommendations for future use of workshop based focus groups are made.



On Reflection
If we as a nation truly prize children, then we need 
to work collaboratively to ensure that the social and 
economic circumstances – particularly during the 
antenatal period and early childhood years – do not 
compromise their health and well being and do not 
limit who they are, and who they can become.
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Thankyou

Questions or
Comments?

yvonne.parry@flinders.edu.au
julian.grant@flinders.edu.au

‘Mother and Child’ by Angu Walters www. artcameroon.com/
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