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Space is transformed and envalued from the moment it enters the social and
cultural scape; the cultural world familiarises physical space in a web of meanings
that are not only signs of the time, but also signs of the place

David and Lourandos 1999:107

OW, AT THE START OF THE TWENTY-FIRST CENTURY, many AustraliansN have already perceived an increasing temporal distance between
the present and the arrival of the first European colonists on the shores
of Australia. As this distance continues to increase, so the value
Australians place on their colonial heritage will increase. In step with
advancing time, our environment is becoming increasingly urbanised
and polluted and there is growing public pressure on governments to
value and protect the remnants of open space. Open space is frequently,
however, also a heritage landscape, a complex of historical features and
sites that provide a vital link between the present and the past (Beaudry
1993:3). Heritage landscapes are also central to understanding
contemporary culture and provide a window into the past through
which we can understand how the past has shaped our present.

The identification and interpretation of the archaeological evidence
for nineteenth century colonisation and settlement patterns on the
western face of the Mount Lofty Ranges, east of Adelaide, was an
objective of the Adelaide Hills Face Zone Cultural Heritage Project. A
significant outcome of the project has been the identification of a relict
colonial landscape, possibly one of the best preserved historic landscapes
representing the era of eighteenth and nineteenth European global expansion
and colonisation.

The people of South Australia are fortunate that the foresight of
earlier planners and in particular of Stuart Hart, the former State
Planner, who introduced legislation to protect a significant landscape
now known as the Adelaide Hills Face Zone. The high public regard for
the rugged landscape along the western face of the ranges was
recognised in 1962 by a recommendation of the Metropolitan
Development Plan (1962:12) that a Hills Face Zone, be established to
protect ‘… Adelaide’s greatest natural asset’. The plan stated:

It is very desirable, therefore, that the face of the ranges and the skyline as seen
from the various points in the metropolitan area should retain a natural character
and should not be spoilt by small-scale domestic development

Metropolitan Development Plan 1962:77

Following the passing of the Planning and Development Act 1966 in
1967 and a lively public debate, the Development Plan became an
Authorised Plan and facilitated the implementation of the Hills Face
Zone regulations on December 16, 1971.

The primary objective of the Hills Face Zone legislation was, and
continues to be, the preservation and enhancement of the natural
heritage values of the western face of the ranges and the provision of a
natural backdrop to the city of Adelaide. This legislation has now
protected the region from intensive urban, horticultural and agricultural
development for forty years.

A second and until now a little known consequence of the Hills Face
Zone legislation is the protection of a relict1  colonial landscape and the
preservation of the region’s cultural heritage values. Through the Hills
Face Zone Cultural Heritage Project many nineteenth and early
twentieth century landscapes and structures have been identified and
documented. The use of a cultural landscape methodology has meant
that not only have buildings and structures been recorded, but the
landscapes in which they are located have been interpreted and invested
with economic and social meanings – the farmhouse is no longer a
building, it is a home situated in a landscape with fences, tracks and
wells and was where people worked, interacted and raised families.

The area of the Hills Face Zone is defined by the western face of the
Mount Lofty Ranges and extends for approximately 90 kilometres from
Sellicks Hill south of Adelaide to Gawler, north of Adelaide. The region
is all within the Adelaide metropolitan area (defined in the Metropolitan
Development Act 1993) and is defined in Figure 0.1. The central Hills

Figure 0.1 Map of the Hills Face Zone, showing parks and reserves.

Introduction

1 The UNESCO Operational Guidelines for the Implementation of the World
Heritage Convention, paragraph 36, defines cultural landscapes as representing
the ‘combined works of nature and of man’. Paragraph 37 states: ‘The term
‘cultural landscape’ embraces a diversity of manifestations of the interaction
between humankind and its natural environment’ (UNESCO 1999). Under these
guidelines (Appendix 1) the World Heritage categories are: (1) designed
landscapes; (2) organically evolved landscapes – i. Relict or fossil landscapes, or, ii.
Continuing landscapes. (3) associative landscapes.
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Face Zone has distinct geomorphological characteristics that
differentiate it from the ranges to the north and south and, largely as a
consequence of this topography and its close proximity to the city, the
steep, fertile valleys of the central Hills Face Zone were the first to be
colonized by horticulturalists and market gardeners. The northern and
southern regions, where the terrain was not as steep, were colonized by
farmers engaged mainly in wool and crop production, with small areas
of intensive horticulture such as vineyards and orchards.

The Hills Face Zone exists within the broader planning framework
of the Metropolitan Planning Strategy, which identifies the Hills Face
Zone as a major component of the Metropolitan Open Space System
(MOSS).

MOSS is a strategy to develop a linked network of open space (a
second generation of parklands) in and around metropolitan Adelaide.
The objectives of MOSS include:
• a provision of a visual and scenic contrast to the built environment of

Adelaide;

• a provision of a buffer to separate and define developed or
developable segments of the metropolitan area;

• assistance in the conservation of natural or semi-natural habitats and
sites of scientific, cultural or heritage interest;

• a provision of green corridors for movement of wildlife;

• accommodation of a range of passive and unstructured recreation and
leisure areas; and

• a provision for the integration of stormwater management in
association with recreation, aquifer recharge and water quality
management.

The Hills Face Zone is the largest and most visible component of
MOSS, which maintains its aesthetic qualities through the application
of strict development controls and the sweep of parks and public open
space within the Zone. The other components of MOSS are: major
watercourses, metropolitan coastline, Adelaide city parklands and
urban buffer areas

The system of parks and reserves found in the Hills Face Zone
protects a diversity of ecosystems and rare and endangered species of
flora and fauna. The parks and reserves also provide the people of
Adelaide with ready access to eco- and cultural-tourism destinations and
passive recreation opportunities adjacent to urban areas. Today, almost
150 years after colonisation many of these landscapes also contain
significant cultural and heritage values and provide rare opportunities
for insights into many aspects of colonial life.

It is important that the cultural heritage values of the Hills Face
Zone described in the following reports are taken into account in future
proposals for MOSS.

The Hills Face Zone Cultural Heritage Project

In 2002 Flinders University, the Australian Research Council and ten
Industry Partners (see acknowledgements) agreed to fund the Hills Face
Zone Cultural Heritage Project. A multidisciplinary team including
archaeologists, historians and geographers from Flinders University and
from the wider community agreed to collaborate in the project. Over
three years members of the research team and volunteers have
undertaken 38 heritage surveys across the western face of the Mount
Lofty Ranges. In addition, over 2,500 letters were posted to private
landowners inviting them to contact us to record historic cultural
impacts on their property.

This volume contains the reports of six heritage surveys undertaken
by the Hills Face Zone Cultural Heritage Project in the Mitcham Hills
area. A further four volumes will present the reports of another 32

surveys. These reports contain the results of heritage surveys through
which we reconstructed the landscapes of nineteenth century market
gardeners, horticulturalists, miners, engineers, quarrymen and
labourers in the Adelaide hills have been reconstructed.

 We are also offering readers an opportunity to glimpse the contexts
in which people lived their lives during the first century following
European colonisation and to obtain insights into how the
contemporary landscape was shaped by the past (Lowenthal 1985).

The aims of the project are to:
• Document Indigenous2  and European cultural impacts on the

landscape of the Adelaide Hills Face Zone.
• Identify and document sites of cultural heritage significance.
• Recommend selected sites as cultural tourism destinations.

Carl Sauer, an American geographer, pioneered cultural landscape
studies and his definition of a cultural landscape is:

The cultural landscape is fashioned out of a natural landscape by a culture group.
Culture is the agent, the natural area is the medium, the cultural landscape is the
result. Under the given influence of a given culture, itself changing through time,
the landscape undergoes development, passing through phases…

Sauer 1929:46

This study of the cultural landscape of the Hills Face Zone is also the
study of the colonists who created it. For as long as people, both
Indigenous and European, have lived in the region it has been constantly
created and recreated as human needs and desires changed.

Landscape archaeology is a recent approach employed in historical
and indigenous archaeology that addresses the interaction of cultural
and environmental variables associated with human landscape use. It is
this theoretical approach that has been used here (Yamin and Bescherer
1996; Ucko and Layton 1999). This theoretical paradigm was derived
from earlier systems-based approaches to human landscape use
developed in relation to settlement pattern and human ecology studies
(Willey 1953, 1956; Steward 1955). Whereas many earlier approaches to
human landscape use emphasised the natural environment as a prime
mover, landscape archaeology focuses on the strong interactions
between culture (i.e. learned behaviour, norms) and natural
environments. In relation to historical archaeology, the cultural
‘baggage’ that colonists bring with them has a major impact on how they
view, interpret, and use new territories.

Archaeological field survey methods were used to document the
European cultural impacts on the landscape (Redfrew and Bahn
2004:62-89). Areas were identified as being a high priority for field
walking surveys based on preliminary research, and the thirty-eight
preliminary surveys to identify and record all historical cultural impacts
were undertaken by the Project Team. These surveys were undertaken
by volunteers from the Flinders University Archaeological Society,
community organisations and interested individuals. All recorded
information was entered into the Hills Face Zone Cultural Heritage GIS
Database.

In addition, other kinds of data were used to assist with
interpretation of material culture and to understand changing patterns
of land use. These data included interviews, archival documents –
including personal letters and diaries, aerial photographs and historic
photographs. Access to historic photographs has been essential and at
the commencement of the project we started a Hills Face Zone Photo
Archive on an Access database. This has been used to store all historical
photographs as a reference collection. Photographs held by the

2 Consultations and surveys with the Traditional Owners have also been
undertaken and will be reported at a separate time and under directions from
the Kaurna Heritage Committee.
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Mitcham Heritage Research Centre and the
Burnside Local History Collection have been
scanned and included in the collection. It had
been hoped to complete the collection, but the
Tea Tree Gully Local History Collection and the
Willunga National Trust had already scanned
their historic photographs and it was decided
to allocate the resources elsewhere.

Aerial photographs have been central to
the analysis of spatial and temporal changes,
although the 1936 set of aerial photographs is
the only set that is of direct relevance to the
project. We have been fortunate in being able
to access full sets of ortho-corrected aerial
photographs of the Hills Face Zone for each
decade since the 1930s. As a consequence these
have been accessible as additional GIS data
layers and have provide us with the ability to
understand environmental and cultural change
during the twentieth century.

 The methods used by the project teams
are summarised in Figure 0.2, a flow chart
showing the flow of information into and from
the project.

All data recorded in the field were entered
into the Hills Face Zone Cultural Heritage Global Information Systems
(GIS) Database. This database now holds approximately 900 data entries
which have been used to recreate the colonial landscape of the Hills Face
Zone between 1836, the date of European colonisation, and 1936, South
Australia’s centenary and the date of the first aerial photographs. The
analyses of spatial and temporal changes in land use patterns interpreted
in this volume have been made using this database. The database has
also made it possible to collate the historical data, including land tenure
information, maps, photographs and bibliographies. The GIS database
has provided us with the means to understand the ways in which the
historic landscape has shaped the landscape we see today.

The colonists came to civilize a wild landscape. The fertile valleys of
the hills with their permanent springs of water were essential in
providing for the needs of the colonists. They laboured hard to clear the
slopes of large trees and to control the flow of creeks by lining them with
dry stone walls. They built weirs and channelled the water into water
races. By doing this they imposed European agricultural technologies on
what they perceived as being a natural landscape, but in reality was
already a cultural landscape, created by the dispossessed Traditional
Owners, the Kaurna people.

We have identified where they built their houses once the land was
cleared, we know their preferred locations for planting crops, orchards
and market gardens. We have also been able to use the GIS database to
develop a predictive model of colonial settlement in the Mount Lofty
Ranges based on ‘Slope’ and ‘Aspect’ analyses. Temporal and spatial
interpretations are achieved by, first, colour coded cart tracks and roads
to indicate phases in time, for example, red is used for the 1836-1870
phase and blue for the 1870-1900 phase, see Plate 1.

The data collection from private landowners is being continuously
collated and may not become available until the database is handed over
to the Industry Partners. The Hills Face Zone Cultural Heritage GIS
Database now contains layers of information that will be made accessible
in digital format through the Planning SA Heritage database links via the
World Wide Web. The final analyses of all aspects of the data collected

will be published in the forthcoming book Valleys of Stone: Archaeology
and History of the Adelaide Hills Face and in academic publications.

The Mitcham Hills

In this volume the heritage survey reports of the seven major surveys
undertaken in the Mitcham Hills have been brought together. Each area
surveyed was individual and the variation between the landscape types
within the one geographic zone was remarkable. The surveys were
undertaken with the assistance of volunteers from the Flinders
University Archaeology Society, the Mitcham Heritage Research Centre
and interested individuals. Most of the archival research and oral
history recording for individual projects was undertaken by Flinders
University Cultural Heritage Management students, and their reports
made a valuable contribution to this volume. Individual student reports
are included in the bibliographies at the end of each chapter.

The survey area is defined in Plate 1, at the front of the volume. Plate
1 also identified the location of each feature referred to in the text,
including linear features. It was generated using the Hills Face Zone
Cultural Heritage GIS database and a more comprehensive version of
this map will be available through our website shortly. Plate 2 is a
topographical map of the Mitcham Hills area by W.H. Edmunds.
Edmunds’ maps are unique in that they provide landowner information
at the time the map was made and are an important source of
information. A section map of the Mitcham Hills showing the release of
Land Grants during the nineteenth century is shown in Plate 3. Again,
through the efforts of Maggy Ragless, Mitcham Local History Officer,
this map is provided us with a unique source of information about the
settlement dates in the survey area. Plate 4 is a GIS generated map of the
Mitcham Hills showing the topography and, in particular, the slope of
the land. This map shows the sharp change in topography through the
middle of the Belair National Park. It also illustrates the steep north-
facing slopes worked by the quarry men and through which the Hills
Railway had to be constructed.

The first report is about the railway line that was built through the

Figure 0.2    Flow of information in the Hills Face Zone Cultural Heritage Project.
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Adelaide Hills in the early 1880s. This is regarded as more of the most
challenging engineering feats in Australia during the nineteenth century.
Although a great deal has now changed along the route of the railway,
the surveys identified a number of well-preserved structures and
artefacts. The old tunnels and the Belair Railway Station remain and
are well known. Less known is the evidence of the many smaller
structures along the line, such as the explosives magazine, the relict
of a former bridge, faint evidence of the Hoffman brick kiln and the early
station infrastructure.

This report and Report 2, The Government Farm and Belair National
Park, 1840-1910, share overlapping interests, as the railway passes
through the park. The survey of the camps where the men who built the
railway tunnels lived is reported here. The Belair Park report is, however,
primarily an account of the history and historical archaeology of one of
Australia’s most significant National Parks. It is also shares in the history
of a former Governor’s residence and many facets of colonial history that
shaped the park as we know it today.

Maggy Ragless, Mitcham Local History Officer, brings a personal
note to her report on the Shepherd’s Hill Recreation Park, as much
of the land was her family’s property. Maggy’s insights into the locations
of sites is based on information provided by her father and although
little archaeological evidence of these sites remain, her knowledge
is able to piece together threads of evidence to recreate the history
of the landscape.

The fourth report is about the Sleeps Hill Quarry and, as with the
Belair National Park, there is a strong relationship between this quarry
and the railway line through the hills. Stone from the Mitcham Quarries
on the northern and western face of the Hills Face Zone was used to
build many of Adelaide’s early homes and public buildings; it was also
used for roads, the railway and the breakwater at Outer Harbour. There
are reported to be sixty-four quarries in the Mitcham Council area the
Sleeps Hill Quarry was selected for a full survey and to illustrate one
quarry typical of those found in the Mitcham Hills.

Two smaller studies were undertaken in the catchment of the
Magpie Creek. Robert Stone investigated the ruin of a cottage with an
unusual architectural design and his report on the ruin is presented in
Report 5, The Magpie Creek Ruin. Virginia Manson also brought a
personal note to her research, Report 6, The Blackwood Reserve and
Magpie Creek, as the only evidence of a nineteenth century house had
been occupied by her great-grandparents. This report also provides a
glimpse of the early slaughter yard in Blackwood and the days when
cattle were unloaded at the Blackwood Railway Station.

The survey of the Sturt Gorge proved to be surprisingly eventful. The
first field survey identified many depressions in the ground and when
the area was researched a previously undocumented military history was
revealed. This was entirely due to Gordon de Rose, whose father had
been allocated the gorge as a soldier-settler farm at the end of World War
I. Gordon has lived in the area all of his life and willingly shared his
knowledge with the research team to reconstruct spatial and temporal
changes and to reconstruct a fascinating historic landscape.

The authors of this volume take this opportunity to thank our
Industry Partners, the many volunteers who participated in the project
and the many individuals who contributed. This has been a truly
multidisciplinary project with wide community collaboration, it has
contributed to our understandings of our colonial heritage and will
contribute to future planning of the Adelaide Hills Face Zone.

Pam Smith, PhD
Co-ordinator, Hills Face Zone Cultural Heritage Project3 3 Further information about the Adelaide Hills Face Zone is available on the Hills

Face Zone Cultural Heritage Project website: http://ehlt.flinders.edu.au/
archaeology/hfzchp/index1.htm



1 The Hills Railway
Janet Callan, Neil Stallard, Pam Smith and Diane James

HE CONSTRUCTION of the first railway lineTthrough the Adelaide Hills in the early
1880s is regarded as one of the more
challenging engineering feats in the history of
Australia and for this reason, the Hills Line
remained the last major railway built in
Australia for several decades. Prior to the
construction of the railway, unsealed or
macadam roads were the only means by which
the colonists could access the new towns in the
rural regions of the state. The rapid expansion
of settlement necessitated the building of more
railways to take produce to the ports and for
transporting passengers, mail, daily
newspapers and perishable goods (Martin
1996:167-168). The first single track railway
through the Hills went to Nairne, but was
almost immediately extended to Murray
Bridge and the Victorian border.

Nineteenth and early twentieth century
evidence of the Adelaide Hills railway line was
documented from the Mitcham Station in the
Adelaide foothills, to the Nalawort siding, just
beyond the eastern boundary of the Belair
National Park. Apart from a short section of
the line between Eden Hills and Belair, much
of the railway line through the western face of
the Adelaide Hills has been protected from
urban development by the Hills Face Zone
legislation. Archaeological and historical
studies of railway line development are rare
and the heritage survey and archival research
of this railway has demonstrated how
historical archaeology can document a linear
feature, such as a railway, across a diverse
cultural landscape and bring to life the stories
about those who built the line and those who
used it.

This study has provided insights into the
lives of the people who travelled on the train,
such as those who caught the ‘picnic’ train to
enjoy the Belair National Park. It also explains
the roles of the men working along the line,
such as the signal men who manually operated
the signals at the crossings and stations.
Technological advances and the high incidence
of accidents influenced many of the changes
during the first fifty years of the railway and
these were documented through the field
surveys and research projects. The scant
remains of the viaduct that was once
suspended above the Watiparinga Valley were
recorded and a search for evidence of the
tunnels that were replaced by bridges when

the steam trains became too large for the
tunnels was conducted. The steam trains also
had to be supplied with both permanent water
and coal for their fire boxes and evidence of
facilities for each of these, together with many
other features, were identified and are
described below.

HISTORICAL BACKGROUND

Adelaide was to be linked to Melbourne
by rail. After years of discussion and ten
different surveys the Honourable J.G. Ramsay,
Commissioner of Public Works, finally
introduced a bill into Parliament in 1878.
It proposed a route (Figure 1.1) that would:

leave Adelaide by the West Parklands,
Goodwood, Goodwood Park, Unley Park,
Old Mitcham, Clapham, Mitcham Lawn near
Springbank, to the hills… thence by Belair
and along the north side of Government Farm…
as far as Nairne via Crafers, Aldgate Pump,
Bridgewater, and Balhannah.

Aeuckens 1989

 The first stage, from Adelaide to Nairne,
was the greatest engineering feat yet
attempted in the colony. There would be eight
tunnels totalling 1550 yards in length,
numerous cuttings, and two viaducts crossing
gullies at Eden Hills. The longest embankment
was 800 feet long and 60 feet high and 52,000
cubic yards of rock would need to be removed

in the cuttings. Culverts, made of concrete,
would go through the embankments, the
longest of 300 feet going through the
embankment after tunnel No.6. Stone for
ballast for the line was to be taken from the
quarry near Sleeps Hill. Bricks to line the
tunnels would be produced at brickworks
established along the line (refer to Plate 1,
showing the quarries). An article in Speakers’
Corner recounted that the construction of the
line was:

… labour intensive with up to a thousand men
working at any one time… Cuttings and tunnels
were blasted with dynamite, the resulting rubble
and stone being picked out and shovelled into
wheelbarrows, horse drawn carts, or hand pushed
rail trucks. It was then used to build walls of
embankments or buildings and as fill. Ballast
for the tracks was transported by railway truck
from the quarry at Sleeps Hill and red-gum was
cut from trees on the nearby hills for sleepers.

Hills Railway Centenary 1883-1982,

 1983 Speakers’ Corner 2:1

The cost of the line was estimated at
£20,000 a mile excluding the cost of lines,
station buildings, and rolling stock. Rails
provided by the Government were of 61 lb
West Cumberland steel. The tender of Swan
and Walker was accepted and work began in
May 1879. Construction camps were
established along the route and included the
Six Mile Camp (near Lynton), Nine Mile

Figure 1.1 Route of South Line 1936. Dotted line route including original tunnels 1 and 2.
SOURCE  Callaghan 1991:228
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Figure 1.3 The replacement no.2 tunnel, 1918 (the Sleeps Hill
Tunnel) showing the method of tunnel construction.

SOURCE  Mortlock Library, reference no. B19407

Figure 1.2 Construction of the Sleeps’ Hill Tunnels, 1919.
SOURCE  Mortlock Collection of South Australiana

Camp, near Brick Siding, Eleven Mile Camp
(near Blackwood), and Fourteen Mile Camp
(Foster’s Corner), Sixteen Mile Camp (Long
Gully) and Seventeen Mile Camp were
adjacent to the present eastern boundary of
the Belair National Park. Difficulties with
establishing these railway camps, and the
industrial action which plagued the
construction of the line is described in
Callaghan 1991:12.

The third tunnel near Eden Hills was the
first to be completed. As with all the tunnels it
was 16 feet 6 inches high and 15 feet wide and
had been excavated from the roof down to
avoid the use of staging (Figure 1.2 and 1.3). It
was the first tunnel in South Australia and to
celebrate the achievement a banquet was held
inside the tunnel, attended by the Governor,
Sir William Jervois, and some members of
Parliament.

In March 1883 the first stage of the line,
from Adelaide to Nairne, was opened. There
were four similar Class One stone stations,
Mitcham, Blackwood, Mt Lofty, and Aldgate.
Prior to the opening Mitcham Station was
referred to as Lower Mitcham, Blackwood as
Belair, and Mt Lofty as Crafers Station. The
names were changed just before the opening.

The line to Bordertown opened in 1886 and
from January 1887 it was possible to go by
intercolonial train from Adelaide to
Melbourne.

The extent of the railway considered in
this report is within the Hills Face Zone and
extends from the Mitcham Station to the

Nalawort Siding. The
Mitcham Station, 8.5 km
from the city, and named
after a town in Surrey, was
the first Class One stone
station on the line. There
was a Station Master’s
residence attached to the
building and a signal cabin
stood on the Adelaide end
of the platform. The
station housed the first
Mitcham telegraph office
and a post office operated
from here, the mail being
sorted as the train travelled
between Adelaide and
Mitcham.

A wooden platform
was established between
the station building and
the station yard and was
well trodden by school
children attending the
nearby Mitcham Public
School, which had opened
in 1880. Free train passes
had been issued for
children living ‘outside the
school radius.’ This was for

‘children not exceeding nine years of age two
miles radius, for those exceeding nine and not
exceeding thirteen, three miles’ (South
Australian Railways GRG 42/98).

There were strict instructions concerning
teams of horses standing in station yards. They
needed to be well secured lest a nervous horse,
alarmed at the clanking and hissing of a
locomotive, lurched, causing havoc. The large
station precincts at Mitcham were very
convenient for horse drawn vehicles with
plenty of turning space for the long bullock
teams. The area is now used as a car park.

The station yard was a busy one. A double
track operated from the city from 1908 and a
spur line linked Mitcham to Clapham to
separate the hills traffic from the suburban
trains. From 1909 there was a separate line to
Sleeps Hill Quarries and loaded quarry trucks
rattled through Mitcham Station. By 1915 a
double line went to Sleeps Hill (refer to the
report, the Sleeps Hill Quarry, this volume).
Increased traffic necessitated the doubling of
the line from Adelaide and a second signal box
and nearby toilet was constructed at the
Blackwood end of the platform. There was an
open crossing at each end of the station yard.
This was simplified in 1921 when the Belair
Road was rerouted and one crossing was
shifted to Wattlebury Ave. For many years a
wood yard operated from the station, mallee
roots being brought by rail. Wood yards were a
feature of many stations who provided wood
for domestic consumption. Limestone blocks
from the South East were sawn into
manageable pieces and were also transported
along the line during the 1950s and 1960s. A
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Figure 1.4 Bridge at Sleeps Hill 1953. Photographer Douglas Colquhoun.
SOURCE  Courtesy Coromandel Valley and Districts Branch of the National Trust of South Australia

feature of railway stations was the advertising
on the galvanised fences and was encouraged
by the South Australian Railways from 1897
(South Australian Railways GRG 42 Series 98
Circular 904). During World War II Mitcham
was one of the stations providing a collection
point for homing pigeons, a communication
facility used by the army.

When Commissioner Webb was appointed
in the 1920s locomotives larger than had ever
been used in South Australia, and that could
pull massive loads, were introduced. This
involved changes at stations and at this time
the Annual Railways Garden Competition was
introduced. Mitcham was several times the
winner of this prestigious award. Nellie’s
Garden at Mitcham reminds us of this
tradition. It was established in memory of
Nellie Ellis, whose husband was Station
Master 1956-77. Nellie’s ashes were scattered
in the garden and a plaque has been placed
there to commemorate her.

The next station on the line was
Blythewood, named after Sir Arthur Blyth, a
Minister of the Crown who lived in Mitcham
Village. Blythewood Road continued over the
line so this was another open crossing, the
stopping place being on the hills side of the
crossing. When Belair Road was rerouted a
concrete platform was erected over the
crossing and passengers could cross the track
via a subway. The station became known as
Torrens Park.

In 1908 a spur line from Mitcham to
Clapham was created, to separate the hills
from the plains traffic. Clapham was for a time
the end of the suburban line, the stopping

place on Spring Bank Road consisting of a run
around loop, with a raised platform and
small water tank. The suburban train became
known as the ‘Clapham Dodger’. The station
was placed on the main line in 1915. A row of
gum trees on the west side indicates the site of
the former platform. The bridge over
Springbank Road, built in 1924, eased the
traffic situation at Clapham. This station was
closed in the 1990s.

The railway crossing at Barrett Road was
an open crossing and the Crossing Keeper’s
house still stands on the north west corner. At
night the Keeper came out with a red lantern
to indicate the approach of a train and during
the day a red flag was used. The station of
Lynton opened in the 1950s about the time
when Sleeps Hill ceased to be used. Solid
platforms at Lynton replaced wooden ones in
1963. On the corner of Hogarth Road and
Sleeps Hill Drive the remains of a bridge are
visible (Figure 1.4). This bridge straddled the
line and was used by horse drawn and motor
traffic to access Sleeps Hill Quarries.

Sleeps Hill was named after Samual Sleep
who owned land in the area. A quarry
providing ballast for the hills railway operated
in the 1880s in the valley north of the Sleeps
Hill Quarries. Mitcham Quarry siding was
connected to the main line at both ends in
1884, this siding, near the current Lynton
Station, being removed in 1897. Additional
sidings went into the quarry. Quarry traffic
was incorporated into the Sleeps Hill Siding in
1909 (Figure 1.5). From 1916 following the
closure of a quarry at Burra, the Sleeps Hill
Quarries became a major source of ballast for

the railways. Stone was brought down the hill
in hopper trucks to a crusher and grader and
ballast was gravitated into railway trucks
from the storage bins adjacent to the railway
line, Figure 1.6 (see also Sleeps Hill Quarry,
this volume). Work at the quarries ceased in
the 1950s. A private quarry near the mouth
of former tunnel No. 1 was also served by a
siding from the Sleeps Hill yard and closed in
the 1950s.

The Sleeps Hill platform became the
end of the suburban line for a short period.
The signal cabin north of the Sleeps Hill
platform operated from 1914 until 1926,
controlling access into the quarries. Residents
remember by the 1940s stopping the train at
Sleeps Hill using a circular disc, which when
rotated at right angles to the line, indicated to
the driver to stop the train. In the vicinity
of the quarry is a flat area with four candle
pines at one end. There were two cottages and
a tennis court here until the 1960s, and the
train stopped regularly to let down passengers
after the platform had been closed.

The duplication of the line from Adelaide
reached Eden Hills by 1919. This brought
about the replacement of the viaducts and
the rerouting of the line to the east, through
the new, double Sleeps Hill Tunnel that
replaced two former tunnels. These two
tunnels and a former cutting can be found
near Railway Terrace, Grandview Drive, and
Hare Terrace, Panorama.

The No. 2 tunnel, the tunnel nearest to
Sleeps Hill, played a less sensational role
during World War II as a arsenal for shells and
ammunition (Carroll 1947:10).1 Tunnel no. 1
was used as a mushroom farm between 1965
and 1991 (Among Ourselves 1982:19) and
tunnel No. 2 is currently used as a wine store.

The viaducts, approached through the
mouth of the long tunnel No. 2, were
imported from the Edgemoor Iron Company
of Delaware, USA. They were designed by
Captain Charles Shaler Smith, who followed
the modern method for constructing bridges
on curves, using cross braces where the strain
was greatest thus avoiding the need for extra
concrete pillars. They crossed two deep gullies
with creeks cascading beneath. The first
bridge was 360 long and 96 feet high, the
second one 260 feet long and 72 feet high
(Callaghan 1991:13). A dry stone wall in
Watiparinga Reserve on the east side of the
line is evidence of some of the infrastructure
needed to build the viaducts. Nine hundred
men, using 100 horses, were employed during
the construction of the viaduct. Heavier
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 Figure 1.5 Clapham and Sleeps Hill railway yards. SOURCE  Callaghan 1991:239

Figure 1.6 The Sleeps Hill storage bins and railway siding c.1910.
SOURCE  Coromandel Valley and Districts Branch of the National Trust of South Australia

1 This is only a short distance from the Sturt Gorge
where the Army had establish a defence position
against invasion from the south and from St
Vincent’s Gulf. See the report, The Sturt Gorge,
this volume.

locomotives, and longer trains necessitated
different structures and the line was rerouted
and the viaducts were dismantled in 1919.

Another feature of railway engineering are
the tunnel ventilators, evident in the Council
Reserve above the Sleeps Hill Tunnel, and
above National Park tunnel, as round discs.
The intense heat and smoke emitted in a long
tunnel was suffocating for engine drivers and
crew. The clearance of eleven inches above the
funnel and the top of the tunnel left little room
for gases to escape. The situation was
improved when these ventilation shafts were
drilled above the top of some tunnels to
provide an outlet for steam and smoke.

Eden Railway Station opened in 1912
when the required number of twelve city
bound workers needed to travel to the city.
Before 1912 passengers had been known to
throw parcels from the carriage windows to
family members, when the train was on the
slow up hill haul. Then they did not have to lug
them along the muddy bush track linking
Eden to Blackwood. Land agents encouraged
development in the area by issuing free rail
passes, first class passes for three years if a
house exceeding £1000 in value was built
within twelve months, and second class passes
if a house worth £500 was built.

At the Adelaide end of the Station Yard

was an uphill siding for runaway trucks. If a
city bound train became out of control on the
steep downhill slope the engine driver would
give three long blasts on his whistle, repeated
at intervals. The signal man would then reset
the switches running to the runaway siding.
The steep adverse gradient brought the train
to a stand still. This was designed to prevent
possible disaster on the viaducts.

Electric signalling was introduced as far
as Eden with the extension of the double track
in 1919. The signal cabin at Eden also housed
a ticket office that closed in 1984 and the
building was demolished. The pathway to the
ticket office is now under plants. A turntable
for turning locomotives and single railcars was
situated on the south west section of the yard,
and operated until 1934. Twenty years later it
was removed and the space became a car park.
Three railway cottages originally for railway
employees still stand above the station on the
eastern side. A wooden bridge over the railway
from Willunga Street was constructed in 1914
and replaced by the present structure in 1964.
From 1948 the Eden station became known as
Eden Hills. Tunnel No. 3, at the end of the
Eden Hills yard, was doubled in 1928 when
work on the double track continued. A second
higher tunnel was bored along side the first,
higher to allow for possible electrification of
the line and to accommodate bigger loads.

Immediately south of tunnel No. 3 was
Brick Siding. It served the brick works, first
opened under the auspices of Walker and
Swan, who had won the tender to construct
the line (Figure 1.11).

The brickworks supplied bricks for tunnel
construction, the first bricks being made from
clay excavated from nearby railway cuttings.
The site was ideal with first class clay on hand,
water nearby, and timber for fuel readily
available. Here the first Hofffman Kiln in
South Australia had reduced the cost of bricks
from 8/6 per thousand to 2/- per thousand.
15,000 bricks could be produced per day
(Figure 1.12). The works became the City and
Suburban Brickmaking Company and by 1897
the Metropolitan Brickworks was operating
from the site exporting bricks as far as
Melbourne. The brickworks closed after World
War II2.

A report in the Register described a visit to
the Brickworks:
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Figure 1.7 Sleeps Hill Railway Siding c.1930s. SOURCE  Neil Stallard

Figure 1.8 Southern approach to the new tunnel from point of deviation 1918.
SOURCE  Coromandel Valley and Districts Branch of the National Trust of South Australia

Figure 1.9 Building of viaduct 1879. SOURCE  Mrs Tilby, SLSA Photographic section 12665

2 The introduction of the Hoffman kiln forced the
standard brick size to change from the English
standard to the European standard, with wide-
ranging consequences for the construction industry
(Smith and Smith 2005).

The bricks are made from the clay rock taken out of
the quarry within a few yards of the yard and this
material is carted direct to the disintegrators where
it undergoes sharp discipline before it is carried on
to the elevators in its pulverized state where it is
tempered. It then goes into the faucet machine and
is pressed horizontally in a cylindrical mould then
perpendicularly in the same appliance. Leaving this
it goes to the Gilles Press where each brick sustains
a pressure of 20 to 30 tons. The brick is passed
through into a Hoffman kiln where it undergoes the
ordeal of fire for about fourteen to eighteen days.
The company turn out 15000 of these bricks in a
day of 8 hours and thirty hands are employed…. The
bricks have a considerably close texture … they are
considerably heavier than ordinary bricks owing
partly to their being larger but mainly to their
greater density.

Register, 14 April 1886

In the article     “Retirement From the
Railways” (The Mail June 19, 1926 p.11) Mr
George Pattison, who had worked for 47 years
in the Railways, reported that he had worked
on the construction of the line from Adelaide
to Melbourne. He claimed that over nine
million bricks were used in the tunnels, and
that he had laid half of them. Mr Pattison
recalled Blackwood as a tent village, where he
lived long enough to see a small town develop.
Three of his children were born in the tent.

The level crossing at Brighton Parade
became a stopping place in the time of
Commissioner Webb in the 1920s. This later
became known as ‘Coromandel’, named after
the nearby suburb which in turn was named
after the ship Coromandel. Many level
crossings such as this became stopping places
with step down platforms at this time.

The double line reached as far as
Blackwood in 1928. The tunnel housing a
single track under Coromandel Parade was at
this time replaced by a bridge. The bricks
which lined the tunnel are still visible on one
side of the cutting. The spans of this bridge
came from a railway bridge previously crossing
Cox’s Creek near Bridgewater.

Blackwood was a Class One Station,
similar to Mitcham. The building included a
Station Master’s Residence, and at one stage a
taproom, where drink could be obtained.
Blackwood Station also included a Post Office
and Telegraph station. In the 1890s mail was
transferred to a horse drawn mail coach and
thence transported to surrounding districts
including Cherry Gardens, Coromandel Valley,
and Clarendon. The horses were kept on the
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Figure 1.11 Railway siding Metropolitan Brickworks site.  Photographer A.D. Pregrave 1965.
SOURCE  Coromandel Valley and Districts Branch of the National Trust of South Australia).

Figure 1.10 Eden Hills signal cabin and ticket office 1953. Photographer Douglas Colquhoun.
SOURCE  Coromandel Valley and Districts Branch of the National Trust of South Australia

Figure 1.12 Metropolitan Brickworks, Eden Hills 1940s. SOURCE  Mitcham Local History Collection

embankment overlooking the current bus
stop. Employees were housed in railway
cottages still standing at the north west end
of the yard and the Crossing Keeper’s House
stood until the 1960s near the current level
crossing. Here a single pear tree marks the site.
Wig-wags were installed at the crossing in the
1920s. Blackwood was considered a rural
station and stock yards were situated where
the recycling depot is today.

A goods shed was erected in 1911 and
in 1914 a crane was built for loading trucks.
The water tank, used by steam locomotives,
was filled from a pipe that brought water from
the railway dam in the Belair National Park.
The tank still stands, with an advertisement
for Amgoorie Tea just visible on the side.
A rail track led to the tank and nearby ash
pit where ashes from steam trains could be
deposited. Produce from local orchards was
transported by rail from the nearby Cold
Stores from 1918. The Cold Stores were
destroyed by fire in 2003.

In the Belair National Park, the railway
dam belonged to the South Australian
Railways until March 18, 1965, when the
three acres that included the dam were
dedicated to the park. A view of the dam
showing the pump house and foot valve is
shown in Figure 1.14 (see also the report The
Government Farm and Belair National Park,
1840-1910, this volume).

The Belair Road Crossing (now Glenalta)
was an open crossing. When the telephone
(1911) was installed in the Crossing Keeper’s
House, connecting it to Blackwood and Belair
Stations, the Crossing Keeper no longer had to
rely so heavily on timetables to predict when
the next train would come. The nearby Belair
Hotel was established as Blackwood Inn in
1868. The licensee during the construction of
the line was Edward Easther.

One of the greatest tragedies in South
Australian railway history occurred late on a
drizzly afternoon in January 1928 when the
double line was being extended to Belair. It
was near Overway Bridge Station (now Pinera)
on Main Road near Belair. Six men were
buried in a landslide when the tunnel No. 5,
was being replaced by a bridge. Conditions
were difficult for rescuers who worked by
the light of hurricane lamps in wind and rain.
The scene of the accident was captured on film
and is reproduced in Figure 1.15. The press
reported that the rescue attempt took place
in “a fog which clothed the scene of death as
with a mantle of softness.” Robert Lafferty of
Coromandel Valley was one of the men killed.
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Figure 1.13 Bridge replacing the tunnel under Coromandel Parade 1928.
SOURCE  Coromandel Valley and Districts Branch of the National Trust of South Australia

Figure 1.14 Railway dam in the Belair National Park. SOURCE  Commissioners of the Park 1908

The Hills Railway

The press goes on to report that he:

… chatted with the ambulance men but seemed
unable to say anything about his sensations during
his terrible experience. However his injuries were
so serious that he died in the hospital at 4.10 am.
… few people connected with the work of rescuing
the entombed men will forget the night of tragedy.
Death, storm, and earth seem to mingle in a
fantastic nightmare.”

The Advertiser, 2 February 1928

Many visitors to the Belair National Park
were familiar with the Belair Railway Station,
the first of the three stations the public used to
access the park. The park was so popular in the
early twentieth century that there was a ‘picnic
train’ and horse drawn trolleys carried people
from the station into the park.

The station buildings date from the
opening of the railway and, as the station was
a secondary station, the buildings were of
timber and were the only timber buildings
along the line (Callaghan 1992:241-2). In 1883
the ticket office, telegraph office and signal box
were constructed along side the railway line. In
1886 the wooden platform for passengers to
use when they stepped off the train, was built.
It is possible that the shelter shed, Figure 1.16,
was extended several times, the dates able to
be identified were 1894, 1908-09 and 1925.

In 1908 the wooden platform was replaced
by the current platform and in 1920 the office
was removed and a brick toilet was built
behind the original old ticket office and freight
room. The line was upgraded to a double track
in 1925 and the station office was built from
concrete. The former good siding and the
turntable were removed in 1977 and the

signals were changed to those used today.
Foster’s Corner is the large right hand

bend after the Belair Station and is
remembered as a bend where several accidents
and derailments occurred. It was the site of
the Fourteen Mile Camp and close to one
of the largest embankments along the line.
This embankment has a maximum height
of 79 feet and labourers moved 63,000 cubic
feet of earth during its construction, with
most of the fill coming from a nearby quarry
along Sheoak Road (see Plate 1). The concrete
culvert through the embankment is now
known as Echo Tunnel. From here the line
enters tunnel No. 6 and exits into the valley
formed by the Minno and Tarma Creeks.

National Park Siding, simply a small
wooden stepping down area, was opened by
public request in 1936. It was 15 m 40 chains
(25.5k m) from Adelaide and catered for
numerous picnic visitors to the park. The
Sixteen Mile Camp was situated near Long
Gully Station and the entrance to tunnel No. 7
is to the east, at the end of the Long Gully
Yard. Long Gully Station opened in 1912 and
was originally known as Minno siding, a small
siding that closed in 1989. It was near here,
during tunnel construction in 1880, that
worker William Bell was murdered after an
argument in one of the tents. An inquest was
held and the incident is reported in the article
entitled “Tragedy on the Nairne Railway” in
Frearson’s Weekly, November 6, 1880 (see the
report The Government Farm and Belair
National Park, 1840-1910, this volume).

A happier event is recorded in the Births
section of The Advertiser, March 12, 1883 and
provides an alternative insight into camp life.
Life in the navvies’ camps is known to have
been rough, but this birth notice indicates that
there were families living in the camps:

FOWLER. – On the 2nd March, at the 16 Mile
Camp, Nairne Railway, the wife of Alex. Fowler,
of a son. Both doing well. Home papers please copy.

The Nalawort Siding, on the boundary
of the Hills Face Zone at 17 m 32 chains from
Adelaide, was a stopping place for ‘rail motors’
from Mt Pleasant for some years and provided
access to the Belair School for children living
in the vicinity. No trace of this platform
remains. Rosemary Magarey of Coromandel
Valley related how her mother, Mrs Lois Halls,
agitated for this stopping place so that her
family could attend the school. The area was a
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Figure 1.15 Work at the accident site, Overway Bridge, Belair, 1928.
SOURCE  Coromandel Valley and Districts Branch of the National Trust of South Australia

Figure 1.16 The Belair Railway Station (n.d).
SOURCE  Tanya Lehman Postcard Collection

Figure 1.17 Nalawort siding between Long Gully and Upper Sturt.
SOURCE  Coromandel Valley and Districts Branch

of the National Trust of South Australia

small square earthen platform shored
up by railway sleepers. It was hard for the
drivers to position the carriage right next
to it and the guard sometimes caught small
children as they jumped down from the
train. The children got to know all the drivers
and guards.

The line continues to Upper Sturt
(18 m 17 chains) and a platform was erected
near the end of tunnel No. 8 in 1884 due to
public demand.

The line as far as Nairne was successfully
opened in March 1883 and by January 1887 it
was possible to travel to Melbourne by rail.
The section of the line up and over Mt Lofty
was a massive engineering feat costing the lives
of at least six men. It could never have been
achieved without the sweat and toil of those
men and women living and working in the
railway camps and these people as well as the
engineers and Government figures, should
never be forgotten.

HERITAGE SURVEYS

The heritage surveys of the railway line were
not undertaken simultaneously, but were
incorporated into the surveys of adjacent
landscapes. For example, the tunnels at Sleeps
Hill were included in the Sleeps Hill Quarry
survey and locations within the Belair National
Park were incorporated into surveys of the
park. During 2003 Janet Callen and Pam Smith
surveyed all of the line between the site of the
Hoffman kiln at Eden Hills and the Lynton
Station.

The knowledge gained from this survey
added to Callen’s already extensive knowledge
of the railway (Callen 2002). Neil Stallard
(Friends of the Belair Station) and Diane James
researched and recorded the Belair Railway
Station in detail prior to the fire that destroyed

the heritage listed Signal Box. Neil Stallard
and Rick Irving (Mitcham Historical Society)
assisted with a survey of  the Sleeps Hill
section of the line. In addition, undergraduate
Cultural Heritage Management reports
(Department of Archaeology, Flinders
University) were provided by Diane James
(James 2002), Shirley Green (Green 2002),
Ria Flynn (Flynn 2003) and Cate Dyer (Dyer
2003). Each of these papers contributed to the
preparation of this report.

The locations of all sites referred to
below were recorded by GPS and are shown
on Plate 1. A large number of photographs
were taken along the railway line, of which
only a small number have been reproduced in
this report. Several of the photographs below
were selected to enable comparisons with the

historic photographs above and to illustrate
the changes that have taken place over time.

HERITAGE SURVEY REPORTS

Sleeps Hill Siding
and storage containers

Changes in the landscape around the
former Sleeps Hill Siding and loading bay
dramatically illustrate cultural landscape
change through time. The large concrete
storage bins are the centre of a busy industrial
scene in Figure 1.6. These were where the
crushed stone from the crushing plant was
stored before being loaded onto the trains.

The concrete storage bins were identified
and recorded during 2003 and the same
storage bins shown in Figure 1.6 are illustrated
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Figure 1.18 The former Sleeps Hill storage bins and siding, view 75°. SOURCE  HFZCHP 2003

Figure 1.19 The Sleeps Hill bluestone powder magazine, view west. SOURCE  HFZCHP 2004

The Hills Railway

in Figure 1.18. They are now neglected, graffiti-
covered relics of the former Sleeps Hill Quarry.

The powder magazine

The bluestone ruins of a powder magazine

were identified on the western side of the

railway approximately 40 m from the mouth of

the Sleeps Hill tunnel (on the Clapham side),

see Plate 1. It is thought that the magazine

dates from 1918-9 when the new Sleeps Hill

tunnel replaced tunnels nos. 1 and 2. The

external dimensions of the structure are 3410

mm deep x 3220 mm wide. The internal walls

are ‘stepped’, as illustrated in Figure 1.19, and

are 1020 mm thick at the base graduating to

580 mm thick at a height of 1200 mm.

Tunnels 1 and 2

Tunnels 1 and 2 are described here as examples
of all seven tunnels constructed between 1880
and 1883 between Sleeps Hill and Nalawort
Siding. Access to tunnels 1 and
2 was not possible (although the Sleeps Hill
Survey group were invited to view the wine
storage tunnel). Both ends of both tunnels are
built to the same design, with brick facing walls
and sandstone quoins with a keystone arch
over the tunnel entrance and decorative
sandstone side columns and capping. All
tunnels built along the line at this time were
constructed to a standard size, 16 feet 6 inches
high and 15 feet wide. Distinguishing features
of tunnels 1 and 2 were the heavy iron doors,
fitted during World War II when the tunnel
was used to store valuable State documents,
rare books and works of art. It was not possible
to determine the extent to which these doors
have been modified since World War II. The

northern entrance to tunnel No. 1 is shown in
Figure 1.20.

 The viaduct, access track
and dry stone wall

The viaducts, approached through the mouth
of the long tunnel, were imported from the
Edgemoor Iron Company of Delaware,
America and were designed by Captain
Charles Shaler Smith. As described above, they
crossed two deep gullies with creeks cascading
beneath. The first bridge was 360 long and 96
feet high, the second one 260 feet long and 72
feet high. Again, comparisons between the
photograph of the viaduct illustrated on the
cover, Figure 1.8 and Figure 1.21 demonstrate
the extent to which this landscape has altered

over time. Only the concrete blocks that
supported the framework of metal remains,
with no hint of the great structure that once
carried interstate steam trains over the valley.

As described above, 900  men using 100
horses were employed during construction of
the viaduct. Today a dry stone retaining wall
along a walking trail on the eastern side of the
railway line marks the route used to transport
the men and materials into the valley. (Plate 1).
The end of this track closest to the viaduct is
shown in the foreground of Figure 1.8.

The Brickworks

The inspection of the site of the former
Hoffman Brickworks, later the Metropolitan
Brick Works, demonstrated the extent to
which an extensive complex can disappear
from the landscape. The brickworks, c.1940s,
is illustrated in Figure 1.12, and the siding as it
appeared in 1965, is illustrated in Figure 1.11.

Today, almost all evidence of both the
brickworks and the siding have gone. The
brickworks site was used for approximately
thirty years as a green-waste dump by the
Mitcham Council and today the highly
disturbed landscape is largely grassed, with a
scatter of Metropolitan Brick Works (MBW)
bricks recorded adjacent to where the siding
had been located.

Belair Railway Dam and water
supply to Blackwood Station

The railway dam in the Belair National Park is
described in the report The Government Farm
and Belair National Park, 1840-1910, this
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Figure 1.20 Entrance to Tunnel No.1. SOURCE  HFZCHP 2003

Figure 1.21 The concrete remains of the
viaduct, with the old cutting in
the background (see Figure 1.14)
view 185°.

SOURCE  HFZCHP 2004

volume. The foot-valve and pipeline used to
supply the steam trains at the Blackwood
Station remains in situ and water continues to
be pumped from the dam for use in the park
(see Figure 1.14).

Overway Bridge, Belair

The Overway Bridge, Belair, replaced tunnel
No. 5 during the alterations to the line in 1928.
This was the scene of the rail accident
described above and illustrated in Figure 1.15.
The brickwork along the embankment in front
of the steam engine in Figure 1.15 remains in
situ on the southern embankment on the
western side of the bridge (this is outside of
the Hills Face Zone).

The Belair Station

Two of the nineteenth century structures
remain, the ticket office built in 1879, and the
shelter shed built in 1893 (Figure 1.16). Sadly,
the heritage-listed signal box built in 1883, was
destroyed in a fire lit by vandals in 2003. The
station, described above, is on the State
Heritage Register (September 19, 1985 – State
Heritage Branch File 11524). The Belair
Railway Station was evaluated as a significant
site because of its association with the
Adelaide-Nairne Railway 1879-83 and as a rare
example of a station complex of timber
construction representing the 1880-1900 era.
A recommendation of the Register of State
Heritage Evaluation Sheet (Reference: 6628-

11524) is that the Belair Railway Station would
be suitable for interpretive sign outlining the
general history of the Hills Railway Line.

The Belair National Park

Refer to the Heritage Survey Reports in the
report, The Government Farm and Belair
National Park, 1840-1910, this volume.

CONCLUSION

The heritage significance of the Hills Railway
between Mitcham and the highest point of the
Mount Lofty Ranges has been acknowledged
through the State Heritage Listing of several
features along the line. Those within the Hills
Face Zone are the Belair Railway Station and
the Sleeps Hill tunnels and the viaducts. One
recommendation for the Belair Railway
Station is that it should be developed as an
interpretive centre for the history of the hills
railway. Project members strongly support this
concept. As described in this report, there are
many stories that are able to be told about the
construction of the line and the people who
travelled along it.

The recent nomination of the Belair
Heritage/Conservation Zone adds a new
dimension to this recommendation by
recognizing the heritage significance of the
Belair Railway Station within a precinct, with
potential to become a focus of local heritage.
Report 2, The Government Farm and Belair
National Park, 1840-1910, also strongly
supports this concept and identifies the
potential of the Belair Railway Station to
become an interpretive center for both the
Yurrebilla Trail and the proposed Belair Park
Heritage Trail, both tourist experiences readily
accessible by rail from the city.
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2 The Government Farm and

Belair National Park, 1840-1910
Pam Tamblyn, Pam Smith, Scott Chisholm and Matthew Rose

HE BELAIR NATIONAL PARK is a significantTpark, both nationally and internationally.
Declared in December 1891, it was the first
national park to be founded in South
Australia, the second in Australia. A public
campaign at that time demanded that the area
be set aside for recreation and to conserve the
natural environment, although the 1891 Act
focused on recreational activities rather than
conservation (Department for Environment
and Heritage 2003:30).

Many of the original sections included
in the park in 1891 had, however, already
been acquired by the South Australian
Government prior to the park’s declaration.
An area known as the Government Farm had
been set aside in 1840, a part of which was
used for a summer residence for the Governors
in 1858. This land acquisition served to
protect much of the later park from extensive
land clearance and settlement from the earliest
days of the colony, despite the clear-felling of
the fertile valleys within the Government
Farm. As a consequence, the present
conservation zones within the park protect
one of the few areas of significant natural
vegetation and biodiversity along the western
face of the Mount Lofty Ranges.

The Belair National Park is located 13 km
south of Adelaide and today it covers
approximately 840 hectares. The topographic
plan of the park (1908) illustrated in  Figure 2.1
shows the locations of many of the historic
sites and structures referred to in this report
and identifies the locations of the many arbors
that have now disappeared. As a consequence
of the unusual history of the park, many of its
cultural heritage values are unique and reflect
a century of recreational activities and
community use. The Belair National Park is
now listed on the South Australian State
Heritage Register as a State Heritage Area and
is classified as a Natural Monument (IUCN
category III).

Given the time constraints and the size of
the Conservation Zones, it was not practicable
to conduct heritage surveys of all the zones
within the park. Priority was given to the
Heritage/Recreation Zone, although some
additional areas were included. The heritage
surveys also excluded the many significant
exotic (non-indigenous) trees within the park,
most of which were planted prior to 1923.
These trees have been thoroughly documented

by the Friends of Belair National Park and a
Significant Tree Register was being developed
at the time the heritage surveys were
undertaken (Foster et al 2004).

The aims of the heritage surveys in the
Belair National Park were:
• to identify and record the locations of

historic sites and colonial cultural impacts
within the Belair National Park by GPS and
to enter each site on the Cultural Heritage
GIS database of the Hills Face Zone;

• to identify themes and cultural sites which
may warrant further research; and

• to identify potential cultural tourism
opportunities, including the development of
a heritage walking trail featuring historic
sites within the vicinity of the Yurrebilla
Walking Trail.

At the same time as the international
standard walking trail across the western face
of the Mount Lofty Ranges, the Yurrebilla
Trail, was being planned in 2001, Industry
Partnerships were being negotiated to
undertake the Hills Face Zone Cultural
Heritage Project (HFZCHP). Following
negotiations between this project and staff
from National Parks and Wildlife, an Industry
Partnership was entered into between the
Australian Research Council, Flinders
University and the Department of Environ-
ment and Heritage. It was agreed that the
heritage survey teams working with this
project would undertake the cultural heritage

surveys along the proposed route of the
Yurrebilla Trail. This route included the
northern sector of the Belair National Park.
Following this agreement discussions were
held with the District Ranger, Terry Gregory,
about extending the surveys throughout the
park. An agreement with the Yurrebilla Trail
Committee also included a component to
research the marketing and promotion of the
trail and, as an extension of this research,
Mr Gregory invited project members to
recommend routes suitable for a Heritage
Walk through the park.

HISTORICAL BACKGROUND

The land on which Belair National Park is now
situated was still largely unsurveyed in 1838
when its first European occupier, Nicholas
Foote, was given permission by the colonial
Government to remain as a squatter until the
land was required for other purposes. Foote
chose the most extensive grassy floodplain of
the largest creek in the locality, a major
tributary (now known as Minno Creek) of the
River Sturt. Foote set about adding improve-
ments – an imported wooden Manning
cottage, some fencing and a stockyard, costing
in all about £600. In 1840 Foote was given the
order to remove himself from the site when the
colony’s second Governor, Colonel George
Gawler, saw the need to establish a ‘Govern-
ment Farm’ for agisting horses and bullocks
from the Survey, Emigration and Stores

Figure 2.2 ‘The Bi-sulphide of Carbon Manufactory’ 1885.
SOURCE  Old Government House Collection; also State Library of SA B4140 [part]
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Figure 2.3 Recreational activities on the Chief (Main) Oval, 1908.
SOURCE  Commissioners of the National Park 1908

Departments, and for providing hay to feed
Government stock. Foote, under protest, was
evicted with recompense of £300 for his
improvements. In the tradition of many parts
of the British Empire, the site also appealed to
the Governor for the provision of a hills
retreat, ‘a place of retirement’ from the
summer heat of the capital. The location was
an amenable one close to Adelaide, cooler in
summer, sheltered, with well timbered slopes
and adequate natural water from creeks and
springs.

To this end, in July 1840 the acting
Colonial Treasurer, George Hall, tendered on
behalf of the Government for ten surveyed
sections of land, each containing eighty acres,
including Nicholas Foote’s improvements.
Another three sections were also reserved and
a parcel of over 1000 acres of unsurveyed
country was added. The statutory require-
ments for the sale of land in the colony were
violated in this instance by the offering of a
private promissory note for only the first 800
acres, a highly questionable procedure, leaving
the Government’s claim of ownership of the
Farm as legally doubtful. John McLaren, from
the Survey Department, was installed as the
first Supervisor (or Keeper) of the
Government Farm, residing in Nicholas
Foote’s former cottage.

The colony had fallen on straitened
financial circumstances during Gawler’s time
in office and the next Governor, Captain
George Grey, arrived in May 1841 to find just
£713 in Government coffers, with public debt
mounting. Grey ascertained that the disposal
of Government assets such as stock, property
and the Government Farm, “by no means a
necessary appendage to the province” (Grey:
21 May 1841), would alleviate the situation
and so a public auction of the Farm was
immediately set in train for 19 July. It was to
be an opportunity for settlers to purchase
“this splendid farm containing about 1500
acres of the richest land in the Province”(SA
Government Gazette 30 June 1841). However
the Government, by now wary of public
reaction to its assumed legal ownership of the
land, cancelled the auction in haste and the
Government Farm remained public property.
The survey of the Farm was completed in the
early 1840s, hay harvested for animals
belonging to the Government and fencing
commenced.

In 1843, Corporal Robert Moulton,
formerly of the Sappers and Miners, was
appointed as Supervisor of the Government
Farm. He and his family first lived in the

Manning house, which leaked with every rain
and had to be protected (ineffectively) by
tarpaulins. He complained frequently to
authorities about the damp, draughty living
conditions and in 1848 a new cottage was
built on higher ground in a more sheltered
spot about 350 metres to the north of the old
wooden building. The new cottage was of local
stone, had two solid rooms and two lean-to
structures. Moulton planted an enclosed
vegetable garden on the fertile banks of an
adjacent creek, in which he grew peas, beans,
cabbages, cauliflowers, carrots and potatoes
(GRG:24/6/1849/1279), the first step in the
cultivation of this site, which was to become
the Belair Woods and Forests Department
(now State Flora) Nursery.

The five western-most sections of the Farm
(874, 875, 878, 879 and 882) were sold in
1844, subsequently used to grow vines and
fruit and more recently became parts of the
suburbs of Belair and Glenalta. In the late
1840s the Government was unsuccessful in
finding suitable candidates for longer term
leases of the Farm and responded to Robert
Moulton’s appeals to be retained. At this time
a large centrally located paddock of about 85
acres (35 ha.) in extent was the only cleared
land on the Farm and was known for many
years as the House Paddock.

When the South Australian colonial
administration set up the Gold Escort in 1852
to bring gold from the recently discovered
diggings in Victoria to be assayed in and
exported from Adelaide, horses from the Gold
Escorts were rested on the Government Farm.
The old Manning house in the House Paddock
was made available as quarters for the

mounted officers, with a well-provisioned tack
room and stockyards and a stable nearby.
Police presence remained officially on the
Farm until savage cuts in police numbers
occurred in 1856. Moulton was forced to leave
the site, but was able to secure a position as
Crown Lands Ranger at Mount Barker. The era
is remembered by the current naming of the
location as the Gold Escort Picnic Ground.

The 1850s had seen South Australia’s
economy grow, the result of the lucrative trade
in gold, a situation of which the colony’s sixth
Governor, Sir Richard MacDonnell (1855-
1862), took advantage to commission the
doubling in size of Government House in
Adelaide (in 1856) and the building of a
summer cottage in the Adelaide Hills (in 1858-
1860). The Government Farm was chosen for
its location and a site selected which had

… an English park-like character to the place…
beautifully situated in a hollow, surrounded by
high ground and forest.

Milner and Brierly 1869:168

The new retreat was designed by Colonial
Architect Edward Hamilton in 1858, given the
name ‘Government Farm Cottage’ and built by
reputable colonial builder, Charles Farr, near
Corporal Moulton’s cottage and garden. Stone
from a quarry on the Farm was used in the
construction of the cottage, with its roof made
from shingles of local stringybark. Willunga
slate was used in the building’s fireplaces,
doorsteps, shelving in the underground cellar
and for the floor of the large bathroom, into
which was built the first indoor plunge pool in
South Australia. The building was completed
in 1860, the final cost in excess of £1600, a

The Government Farm and Belair National Park
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1 The older, smaller cottage was enlarged in 1869
by Charles Farr. The reinterpretation of the building
in 1982 as servants’ quarters for the restored
Old Government House was based on the
1869 structure.

2 This term was used by Surveyor-General Goyder:
September 5, 1884. Figure 2.2 is the only known
extant photograph of the chemical works. The
ventilation shaft which was visible in 1885 was
removed when the building was subsequently used
for sheds and hay storage. Evidence of soot stains
where the furnaces had been located was found
during structural repairs in 1978 (the fireplaces had
not been used since 1886) and a degraded cast iron
boiler was revealed during trench digging on the
premises in the early 1990s. (Personal
communication from H. Campbell, E. Davey and P.
Tamblyn 1992-1995).

large sum at the time. Minor improvements
were made to the older, smaller stone cottage,
to be used as a kitchen annex by the
Governor’s attendants.1 There are no records
of how the interiors of the Governor’s cottage
were furnished, but, of necessity, furniture and
furnishings were sparse. Reinterpretations in
1978 and 2001 of the building, known now as
Old Government House (with a separate
servants’ quarters in the smaller cottage), have
been as a residence befitting a mid-Victorian
viceregal couple (Cook 1942).

During the governorship of MacDonnell’s
successor, Sir Dominick Daly (1862-1868), the
Government Farm Cottage was referred to
rather loftily as the Governor’s country villa
and Corporal Moulton’s former vegetable
garden was planted with several species of
English and European trees, aimed to form a
pleasant, wooded area to the north of the
viceregal cottage. Its plantings were also to see
how well such trees would acclimatise in South
Australia. It was referred to in official
correspondence of the time as the Government
Garden and marked on early plans as the
Belair Experimental Orchard.

In the early 1870s Government Farm
Cottage was the home of Major John Adam
Fergusson, the newly wed younger brother and
private secretary of Governor Sir James
Fergusson. The Major often complained about
the building. The cellar was frequently filled
with ground water, emitting, as had been
commented on some time earlier, “a dank and
foetid odour” (GRG:38/1/1864/30), the bath-
room was constantly damp and effluent would
not drain away from the building. Before their
departure from the colony in 1874, both
Fergusson brothers indicated that accomm-
odation at the cottage and its unsanitary
conditions needed much improvement if the
cottage was to be suitable for the next
Governor, but their advice was not acted on
and a new, larger viceregal summer residence
was subsequently built at Marble Hill.

Government Farm Keeper, William Cook
was appointed in 1874. His job was to keep
track of all Government stock agisted on the
Farm and liaise with fencing contractors,
licensees for wattle bark stripping and timber
cutters. A devastating bushfire swept across
the Farm on February 5, 1877. All stone
structures survived, but widespread damage

was done to timber outbuildings and
vegetation in the path of the fire, the effects of
which were felt for several years. Licences were
granted for the removal of the large amount of
dead timber on the Farm, many miles of
fencing had to be renewed and the decimated
Government Garden and Orchard was
abandoned. By 1880 the Nairne railway line
was under construction right through the
middle of the Government Farm. Mr Cook’s
time was then largely taken up dealing with
the railway contractors. For the section of the
line east of the Belair Station, the railway
camps were on the Government Farm and
Cook was instructed by the Surveyor-General
on more than one occasion to watch out for
interlopers “causing inconveniences” (like
poaching, pilfering and shooting), the culprits
mainly the railway navvies, a rough, colourful
bunch, prone to the above activities and
further, drunkenness and, literally, murder.

In the meantime the Government had
another problem on its hands. Rabbits had
spread in plague proportions in the colony
during the 1870s and the Government was
called on to lead in the eradication of the
pests, described in Parliament on 19 June 1879
as “that perfect nuisance”. One of the solutions
was to manufacture poison that would be
supplied to landowners at minimal cost. The
project was given to George Goyder (Junior), a
capable analytical chemist and son of
Surveyor-General, George Goyder, who chose
the highly toxic and volatile carbon
bisulphide. The Government Farm, by now
under the jurisdiction of the Surveyor-General,
was still a relatively remote area, its cooler
climate suited to the preparation of the poison
rather than the hotter Adelaide Plains and
there was a ready supply of suitable timber for
the furnaces (the native she-oak). The new
railway was forging through the Hills, its route
running through the Farm, providing more
efficient transport of raw products, mainly
sulphur from Port Adelaide, and an outlet for
the finished drums of poison. The unoccupied
Government Cottage buildings (the former
viceregal residence) were ideal premises for
the venture (Figure 2.2). The cottage itself was
suitable living quarters for the Foreman of
Works, a German chemist named Max
Bernbaum, and the kitchen annex was easily
adapted as a laboratory with suitable furnaces,
retorts, ventilation and storage to make a “Bi-
sulphide of Carbon Manufactory”.2 The
plunge pool was a repository of water, the
Surveyor-General himself urging the hands to
keep the “bath filled and buckets at the ready”

in case of fire.
A large amount of poison was made from

1879 to 1884 which was sold for 1/3d per
pound to landowners in South Australia, with
some exported to other colonies. The work was
hard, constant and dangerous. It was
discontinued in 1885 when an investigation
into the chemical works revealed that some of
the apparatus was damaged beyond repair,
and as there was a year’s supply of poison in
reserve, the hands were re-deployed and the
remaining machinery disposed of. The
buildings were handed over to the newly
created Woods and Forests Department in July
1886, to be used as accommodation for the
curators of the Government Nursery set up on
the old Government Garden site (Woods and
Forests Department 1886). The Nursery
thrived and is still in business. However, today,
the only visible remains of the Nursery pre-
1900 are a few large, mature exotic conifers
and an adjacent stand of sugar gums.

A major change in the status of the
Government Farm occurred in the 1880s.
With the completion of the railway early in the
decade, the land outside the boundaries of the
Government Farm had been developed as
small holdings, berry gardens and orchards,
and pressure was put on the Government to
also subdivide the Farm itself into affordable
allotments for the increasing number of
settlers in the colony with small amounts of
capital. However, other notions for the Farm
were being mooted, including that of use as a
public park. In the late 19th century the
concept of a national pleasure ground for the
masses was gaining favour among the more
public-spirited and several of Adelaide’s
leading citizens spearheaded a campaign to
keep the Government Farm in public hands.
On January 10, 1882 a Memorial, signed by
312 gentlemen, was presented to Alfred Catt,
the Commissioner of Crown Lands, to bring
the matter before Parliament. The Memorial
expressed regret at the Government’s decision
to put the land up for sale and proposed that
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3 In 1891 the Belair Forest Reserve was incorporated
into the National Park, except for the Woods and
Forests Nursery and residence. The residence and
grounds, known for the first half of the 20th
century as ‘The Rest’, were returned to the Park in
1958 and restored as Old Government House and
the land component of the Nursery was resumed as
part of the Park in 1998.

Figure 2.4 GIS Map showing the locations of sites and heritage landscapes recorded in the
Belair National Park (tennis court shelters have not been included).

SOURCE  HFZCHP GIS Database 2005

the Government Farm could, and should, be
put to better use as any of the following – a
water reserve, an experimental farm, a forest
reserve, an acclimatization station, zoological
gardens or, most desirable of all, as a national
recreation ground, a public estate for the
benefit of the whole colony. Parliament was
divided over the issue. Public opinion and
eventually that of the Government was swayed
by the precedent set elsewhere in the world
where “the experience of older countries
pointed that immense amounts of money were
spent in acquiring parks for the masses” (C.
Peacock, Memorial deputation:  January 10,
1882), a course not favoured by any
government and, in this particular instance,
unnecessary. The press also did not let up,
exhorting the public to “never be satisfied till
their grand estate near Belair is secured to
them in its integrity” (Advertiser December 19,
1881). Catt’s persistence, aided by sympathetic
city newspapers, saw an Act of Parliament
passed in October 1883, preventing the
Government from selling the Government
Farm.

The Field Naturalists Section of the Royal
Society of South Australia was formed in 1883
for the study and preservation of native flora
and fauna, with its members keen to have
access to a public venue like the Government
Farm, which would be most suitable for their
activities. They realised, however, that,
although the sale of the Farm had been
prevented, there was nothing in the Act to stop
the Government from using the land to its
advantage in one of the forms recommended
in the 1882 Memorial. That is, in fact, what
happened very soon. Some Government
officials, in particular Goyder, the influential
Surveyor-General, felt that the Farm could
raise revenue for the Government at the same
time as providing for public recreation. In July
1886, 500 acres (208 ha.) in the north-western
part of the Farm were set aside as the Belair
Forest Reserve under the Woods and Forests
Department (Woods and Forests Department
1886). The local blue and red gums were
thinned in anticipation of the natural forest
becoming a viable commercial enterprise and
in 1887 a plantation of South Australian Sugar
gums and exotic Aleppo and Radiata pines was
planted close to the newly completed Belair
Railway Station. The idea was for the Woods
and Forests Department to acquire more of the
Farm in increments and extend forest culture
at Belair. A Government Nursery was set up on
the old Government Garden initially to raise
trees for southern Forest Reserves and the
Nurseryman in charge was housed in the

former viceregal cottage. To cater for the
increasing public interest in recreation, a
small part of the Plantation was cleared for
picnickers and walkers arriving at Belair by
rail and a Hawthorn maze of six large
concentric circles was planted on the site as an
added attraction. Although this maze has
always been beset by problems (soil, water,
maintenance), it now exists as the only
surviving colonial maze in Australia.

By the late 1880s the Government still
desired the breaking up of the Farm into
working men’s blocks, further jeopardizing
the Farm for the general public. The Field
Naturalists were now supported by the
Australian Natives Association and the Trades
and Labour Council, the campaign
intensifying to retain the Farm both for the
protection of the native flora and fauna of the
Adelaide Hills and for public recreation.
Samuel Dixon, a member of the Native Flora
and Fauna Protection Committee and a
passionate environmentalist far ahead of his
time, was alarmed at the continuing felling of
the Belair Forest Reserve’s natural timber and
took the campaign one step further, calling for
the Government Farm to be declared a public

park managed by a board of trustees. Over the
next twelve months the issue was keenly
debated in both Parliament and the public
arena before the National Park Act was passed,
creating South Australia’s first national park.
The Act was gazetted on 19 December 1891
and the Government Farm3 was vested to a
Board of twelve Commissioners in perpetuity
as the National Park of South Australia.

From the inception of the National Park in
1891, its Board of Commissioners, led by Sir
Edwin Smith, immediately pursued the policy
of developing the park as a public recreation
ground. This was the most viable financial
option, as the Government expected the
Commissioners to find funds to supplement
the small annual Government grant, initially
just £150, to care for the park and also provide
facilities for the public. The Board took office

The Government Farm and Belair National Park
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from January 19, 1892 and appointed a
Curator of the National Park, W.H. Sanders,
who was responsible for the day to day
management of the park. He was also to act as
Secretary to the Board, keep its books, oversee
the park-hands and report works in progress
to the Board. Funds were further generated by
the sale of cleared timber, the stripping of
wattle bark and depasturing of stock and work
began immediately on the building of roads
and the Chief (Main) Oval. Tennis courts,
wells, shelters and arbours followed. In the
first fifteen years four ovals, three staff lodges,
two large pavilions and refreshment rooms, 21
tennis courts, several cricket pitches and
running tracks and twenty picnic arbours were
built, setting the pattern still evident today in
the recreational facilities in the park. Figure 2.3
illustrates recreation on the main oval in 1908.

Aboriginal names (not relevant locally)
were chosen for the main valleys – the old
House Paddock Creek of the Government
Farm became Minno Creek and other name
changes included Honeysuckle Gully to
Tarnma, Waterfall Creek to Workanda and the
adoption of Karka, Tapurro, Peroomba and
Kurru for other valleys. The main recreation
areas were served by several miles of roadway
and walking tracks fanned out from the Belair
Railway Station to various picnic locations.

Some major changes in the appearance of
the landscape took place in the first twenty
years of the park’s existence. The notion,
widely held in the late 19th century, that
native vegetation was inferior to more familiar
Northern Hemisphere treescapes led to the
massive planting of exotics as park features
and for shade around picnic sites, arbours and
tennis courts. Consequently there are some
remarkable and beautiful non-indigenous tree
plantings from circa 1900. The Board formed a
Planting Committee, the members of which,
Samuel Dixon, Walter Gill, the Conservator of
Forests, and Dr M. Holtze, Director of the
Adelaide Botanic Garden, provided advice and
also some of the tree stock – deciduous and
evergreen shade trees, conifers and some of
the more spectacular Australian species.
These trees and smaller shrubs, climbers
and creepers achieved the aim of the
Commissioners to provide “varied and
charmed scenery… with restful, shady nooks…
amid sylvan repose” (Commissioners of the
National Park 1908).

The preservation of the natural flora and
fauna was a secondary consideration, although
after some years had elapsed, Samuel Dixon
managed to secure the eastern part of the

National Park as a ‘refuge for our native
flora and fauna’ (ibid.). Consequently that
part of the park east of the railway line has
remained in much the same natural state
as it was 150 years ago, so that today the
fabric of Belair National Park reflects many
elements of its natural as well as its cultural
and colonial heritage.

HERITAGE SURVEY REPORTS

Most historic sites and landscapes in the
Belair National Park are located along the
nineteenth and early twentieth century routes
of the park, particularly those adjacent to the
railway stations and along the Minno and
Workanda Creeks. These are now within the
area of the park defined as the Heritage/
Recreation Zone and, on the advice given by
the staff consulted, our surveys concentrated
on this zone (see Department of Environment
and Heritage 2003:15).

Over a period of two years (2003-2004)
several methods were used to identify and
survey historic sites in the park. Teams of
volunteers completed two field surveys in the
vicinity of the Sixteen Mile camp and the
Seventeen Mile camp. These camp sites were
used to accommodate the navvies during the
construction of the railway through the hills.
The central sector of the Heritage/
Conservation Zone along Minno Creek was
also completed by one of these survey teams.
Pam Smith inspected a number of individual
sites with Ron and Pam Tamblyn and was
directed to other sites by them. Undergraduate
students enrolled in Cultural Heritage
Management and Historical Archaeology at
Flinders University, researched individual sites
and made recommendations. The reports of all
of these surveys are presented below.

The location of each historic site and
landscape documented was entered into the
Hills Face Zone Cultural Heritage GIS
database. A map of the park, Figure 2.4, has
been taken from this database and identifies
the locations of all sites referred to.

THE ‘BELAIR STORY’
HERITAGE TRAIL

Following a meeting in 2002 with Terry
Gregory, District Ranger, Sturt District,
National Parks and Wildlife, the Hills Face
Zone Cultural Heritage Project was invited
to investigate and recommend a route
for a Heritage Trail in Belair National Park.
Consultations were held with Ron and
Pam Tamblyn (Friends of Belair National
Park), Tim Fuhlbohm (National Parks and

Wildlife staff ) and several park rangers.
Matthew Rose, a Cultural Tourism student
from Flinders University, identified a route for
a heritage trail and his recommendations are
included in this report (Rose 2002).

An important function of the Belair
National Park since its inception has been the
provision of recreational facilities. The ovals
and tennis courts have always been popular,
although as the 20th century progressed, a
decline occurred in the percentage of the
population of Adelaide using these facilities,
whilst the number of people and groups using
the walking trails in the park increased
(Environment and Heritage 2003). The
addition of a Heritage Trail to the range of
recreational opportunities in the park
recognises this change in recreational user
groups and is in keeping with the
recommendations of the of the 2003 Belair
National Park Management Plan
(Environment and Heritage 2003:33). Rose’s
recommendations for the interpretation of
heritage sites within the park included the
identification of four historical themes for the
grouping of interpretations. The four themes
are: Park Origins, The National Park,
Development and Social Mecca and The
Railway. His chosen interpretive medium was
the self-guided trail brochure, highlighting
sites of heritage significance along the trail.
Information about the aim of the interpret-
ation, those most likely to use the trail and
responsibilities for site management, is
provided in Rose (2002) and future research to
develop the Heritage Trail should incorporate
Rose’s recommendations.

This proposal for a Heritage Trail links the
history of the park with many of the historic
sites that can be dated to the late nineteenth
and early twentieth centuries. These sites are
described below in a sequence that follows the
recommended route.

The route surveyed for the Heritage Trail is
within the Heritage/Conservation Zone and
commences and ends at the Belair Railway
Station. The station was selected because of its
historical associations with the park and
because a regular train service from Adelaide
continues to provide low-cost transport to the
park for those who use public transport,
including tourists. Car parking is also available
to visitors to the park who arrive by car.

The Belair Railway Station

The Belair Railway Station is an appropriate
place to commence the Heritage Trail. The
station is listed on the State Heritage Register
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Figure 2.5 Belair Railway Station. n.d. View: south-east.
SOURCE  The Tanya Lehmann Postcard Collection

and is notable for its original nineteenth
century timber construction and architectural
features, illustrated in Figure 2.5. During the
late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries
the train was the only public transport to the
park and most weekends hundreds of people
disembarked at the Belair Station to picnic in
the park and to enjoy the park’s ovals and
tennis courts (see Cordes 1983:239). From the
station the visitors could walk or they could
catch a horse-drawn drag trolley to either the
Main Oval or to Long Gully – in 1908 the fare
was threepence for adults and tuppence for
children (Cordes 1983:53).

A detailed heritage survey of the Belair
Station is reported in the chapter The Hills
Railway, this volume.

Belair Lodge

The Belair Lodge, located at the railway bridge
entrance on the northern side of the park, is a
short walk east from the Belair Railway
Station. The lodge is a villa style stone house
constructed in 1893. It is currently used as a
private residence within the park and there is
no public access. From the rear of the house it
is possible to see the original (pre-railway)
alignment of the carriageway along Sir
Edwin’s Avenue.

Trail notes: The Heritage Trail then follows
the walking trail from the northern end of Sir
Edwin’s Avenue, along the Brady Gully Track
to the Playford Lake (the historic path marked
on Figure 2.1). Although this artificial lake only
dates from the 1960s, it provides an
opportunity to rest and admire the wildlife.
Continue south past the lake and past some
significant Bunya trees adjacent to Courts 1
and 2. These Bunyas are typical specimens
remaining from two rows of Bunya pines
planted in August 1900 to flank the roadway.

Tennis courts

Courts 1 and 2 are two of the earliest tennis
courts in the park and are shown in Figure 2.1.
According to Cordes (1983:183) the first
tennis courts in the park were made available
for public use on January 14, 1895. They were
lawn courts, as suggested by the Curator, who
also enforced the rule that prohibited the
public from playing tennis on Sundays.
Subsequent courts, however, were made from
clay. By 1908 there were 21 courts in the park
(Cordes 1983:53). For many South Australians
tennis is synonymous with the National Park
and these and other courts within the park are
reminders of the many decades over which
South Australians have enjoyed these
recreational facilities.

Trail notes: Continue south of the courts
crossing Workanda Creek to a track junction.
Follow the trail east, along the southern side of
the creek, passing the historic Gums Oval on
the right. By the side of Workanda Creek is
evidence of a small well, although it is difficult
to find (refer to Figure 2.1). Crossing the
bitumen road, continue to follow the trail
along the creek, until you come to a four-way
junction. Take the trail to the right which leads
past the Government Farm Oval on the right
to the Belair Nursery.

The Belair Nursery

The Government Nursery was opened in 1886
by the Woods and Forests Department. It was
located on ten acres of land in the newly
created Belair Forest Reserve. The nursery was
established to raise seedlings for State Forest
Reserves and as part of the Government’s
campaign to encourage tree planting in the
colony. Seedlings were free until 1925 when a
charge was introduced to cover expenses
(Woods and Forests 1986). The nursery
continues to sell to the public and has been
continuously open for almost 120 years (now
as State Flora).

Old Government House

Old Government House was classified on the
Commonwealth Register of the National Estate
as a Registered Place in 1978 and is also on the
State Heritage Register. It was built as South
Australia’s first viceregal summer residence in
1858-1860 and, and although a relatively small
building consisting of entrance hall, two main,
three smaller rooms and a cellar, it reflects well
mid 19th century colonial architecture. Known
in the 19th century as Government Farm

Cottage, it served some of the colony’s early
Governors, most notably Governors
MacDonnell and Daly, as a summer hills
retreat until the late 1870s. During this era
its most noteworthy architectural and
historical feature was the plunge pool in its
large interior bathroom. The pool was fed by
water piped from adjacent springs in the
manner of 19th century European spa baths
and it is reputed to be the first indoor pool of
its kind in South Australia (Tamblyn 1997).

Following the building of a large viceregal
summer residence at Marble Hill in 1878,
the Belair cottage was used by various
Government Departments as staff living
quarters until the building was resumed
by the Commissioners of the National Park
in 1958, to be restored as a national
monument and reinterpreted as in its initial
use. Fortuitously, a complete set of the original
architectural plans of the building had been
kept, see Figure 2.6. These plans were faithfully
followed for structural restoration, and
although there are no records of how the
interiors were decorated and furnished,
re-interpretations in 1978 and 2001 have
been as a residence befitting a mid-Victorian
viceregal couple.

Trail notes: The Heritage Trail then leaves
from the south-east corner of Old Government
House along the walking trail to Queen’s
Jubilee Drive. This section of Queen’s Jubilee
Drive features several early stone culverts
and views across Minno Valley. At the next
road junction take the Railway Track off
Queen’s Jubilee Drive. This track provides
excellent views of both the eastern end of
the tunnel and across the park.

The Government Farm and Belair National Park
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Figure 2.6 Plan of Government Farm Cottage 1859 – front elevation.
SOURCE  Old Government House Collection

Figure 2.7 The Railway Dam near Long Gully, Belair National Park, n.d. View: north-west.
SOURCE  Tanya Lehmann Postcard Collection

4 The modern spelling of arbour is just that. Old
spelling as used c.1900 and kept for many years was
‘arbor’, so we have kept the old spelling in the titles
e.g. Honeysuckle Arbor. Cf. Victor Harbor,
Australian Labor Party, where 19th century spelling
has also been retained.

The Railway Line and
National Park Station

The section of track between the tunnel and
the site of the former National Park Station
commences at the railway embankment, which
was an extraordinary engineering feat seldom
appreciated by the public. (Refer to the
previous report The Hills Railway, for more
information about the construction of the
tunnels and the railway line). National Park
Station, built in 1936, no longer exists but for
many years it was used by hundreds of visitors
to Long Gully every fine weekend. It was built
to supplement the Long Gully Station to the
north-east, which had been the only access into
Long Gully by public transport since 1912.

Trail notes: The Heritage Trail from the site
of National Park Station enters the valley via
the steep track and timber steps that once
linked Long Gully with the National Park
Station. Head south down the old station track
to the Long Gully Pavilion. On the old station
pathway there are some old seats still in place
and this is an interesting spot to rest –
particularly if an interstate goods train passes
by. An alternative track takes a longer route
down the hill and is probably the route to the
railway line used by the navvies who built the
line and tunnels (1880-1882).

Long Gully and the Pavilion

The attractive wide valley at the junction of
Minno and Tarnma Creeks has always been a
popular destination for visitors to the park. In
1904 an oval was constructed in Long Gully,
with a kiosk and a large pavilion nearby. A
large area in the valley is recorded as the Old
Cultivation Paddock on the 1908 Topograph-

ical Plan (Figure 2.1). The present pavilion
replaced the original building in 1928 and was
able to seat 550 people! These large pavilions,
constructed to cater for large company picnics,
were very popular and many companies
declared a holiday for employees to attend
their picnic in the park. A running track near
the Pavilion was provided on the western side
of the valley. The original kiosk, then known as
the Long Gully Refreshment Room, was
extended in 1909 and today serves as the
centre for the Friends of Belair National Park.

Trail notes: The trail now crosses Minno
Creek and follows the road west for a short
distance to the Joseph Fisher Pavilion.

Joseph Fisher Pavilion
and the American Redwoods

This was a very popular picnic site from the
inception of the National Park. A group of

American redwoods (Sequoia sempervirens) was
planted in 1897-8 in this small, open gully and
an arbour, called Sequoia Arbor was
constructed between the trees. This arbour4

survived for many decades. The Pavilion was
built on the northern side of the gully in 1904,
funded by a £100 bequest from wealthy
Adelaide businessman, Joseph Fisher, and
therefore named in his honour. Constructed in
timber initially with a terracotta tile roof, it
was restored in local stone with pressed steel
roof in 1964. Look down Valley Road and see
the clipped Kaffir Apple hedge. This hedge was
planted in the 1890s along the new road to
Long Gully.

Trail notes: The Heritage Trail then crosses
Minno Creek at the ford opposite the Joseph
Fisher Pavilion and follows the walking trail
along the north-eastern side of the Railway
Dam. This track follows the nineteenth
century route through the valley between Long
Gully and the Walnut Ground and crossed
Minno Creek at the ford (Figure 2.1; Cordes
1983:20). Follow the walking track, passing the
Railway Dam, skirt the Walnut Picnic Ground
and continue on to the Gold Escort Ground.

The Railway Dam

The Railway Dam and weir were constructed
in the early 1880s to provide water for the
steam trains on the new railway line through
the hills. The water was piped from the dam to
the railway station at Blackwood. Figure 2.7
illustrates the lake as it appeared in the early
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Figure 2.8 Gold Escort Picnic Ground. Keeper’s/Curator’s old house 1908, looking north.
SOURCE  Commissioners of the Park 1908

Figure 2.9 Gold Escort Picnic Ground. Reinterpretation of Keeper’s/Curator’s old house
and garden in period 1880-1910, view north. Features and trees no longer extant
are in brackets. SOURCE  Pam Tamblyn 2004

Figure 2.10 Gold Escort Picnic Ground 2003, looking north. SOURCE  Jenny Skinner 2003

twentieth century and today the dam is an
attractive water feature along the shaded
walking trail between Long Gully and the
Walnut Ground.

The Walnut Paddock

This attractive area is bordered by Minno
Creek adjacent to which over sixty walnut trees
were once planted (in 1892). Today the trees
have gone and only the name survives.

The Commissioners’ Shack

This building is now in the Works Compound
and can be viewed through the wire fence.
The Park Commissioners were significant
characters in the history of the park and
this shack was where they met and could
stay overnight when visiting the park. The
building is timber-framed with galvanised
iron cladding, possibly on the site of a
former outbuilding.

The Gold Escort Ground

Surrounded by a number of very large River
red gums (Eucalyptus camaldulensis), some of
which are reputed to have been Indigenous
habitation trees (Carver 2001:100), the Gold
Escort Ground is one of the most popular
picnic grounds in the park. It owes its name to
the Gold Escorts of the early 1850s in which
the gold was brought to Adelaide from the
Victorian goldfields under police escort (Blake
1971:17-18). The present Gold Escort Ground
was where the horses were spelled after their
long journey to Adelaide. This location was the
heart of the earliest colonial occupation of the
site and was named the House Paddock (19th
century), then the Home Paddock (20th
century).

Also the Escort mounted officers
recuperated in the old Manning house, erected
here in 1838, but which, by 1852, had been
enlarged with additions in local stone. In 1858
further stone improvements were made to it
and the Government Farm Keepers resided
here until 1891, then the Curator of the
National Park did, until a separate lodge
several hundred metres away was built for him
in 1895 (see below). The old building was
declared unfit for habitation about 1920,
gradually collapsed, its remains finally carted
away in the 1950s.

 The grassed flat rectangle where the house
and its small garden stood (enclosed by a
picket fence – see Figure 2.8) is still visible and
a few exotic trees dot the site, the oldest of
which appear to be a pepper tree and a
common fig (still fruiting). The old well was
restored in 1991, when a plaque was also

The Government Farm and Belair National Park
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Figure 2.11 Tourists in National Park, Belair, c.1926. Main Oval Refreshment Rooms
(1904-1955) in background. Now site of present park information centre.

SOURCE  Tanya Lehmann Postcard Collection

5 The 1893 Financial Statement lists the sinking of
three wells adjacent to the oval, presumably the
Main Oval, which we know had three wells
(Cordes 1983:44).

Figure 2.12 Brick underground tank, north of the Main Oval Pavilion, Belair National Park,
view south-east.

SOURCE  HFZCHP 2003

installed to commemorate the site’s first
occupant, Nicholas Foote in 1838. Nearby, the
path of a former ford across the creek can just
be discerned. The plan in Figure 2.9 locates the
features in Figure 2.8 and Figure 2.10 and
illustrates the extent to which the Gold Escort
Picnic Ground altered between 1900 and 2000.

The Curator’s Lodge

This stone villa with brick quoins and return
verandah is hidden in a grove of cypresses and
flowering gums on the southern side of Valley
Road. The house was constructed in 1895 for
the first Curator and Secretary of the National
Park, W.H. Sanders. He was appointed in 1892
and lived in the lodge during his appointment
– which ended when he drowned in the
Railway Dam on December 29, 1912.

Trail notes: From the Gold Escort Ground,
the Heritage Trail follows a walking track along
Minno Creek downstream to the Main Oval
and Pavilion.

The Main Oval, Main Oval
Pavilion, gaol and wells

Constructed in 1893-4, the Main Oval was the
first oval in the park and for over a century it
has continued to be the focus of sporting
events and leisure activities (Figure 2.11).

The first gaol was built north just north of
the oval and is now marked by an interpretive
sign; the second gaol was to the west of this
site, its concrete base still visible (it measures
5.8 m x 2.3 m). Cordes described how drays
arrived at the park carrying large kegs,
resulting in drunk and disorderly behaviour
and the main role of the gaol was to restrain
those ‘drunks’ involved in brawls (Cordes
1983:74). The permanent staff at the park also
acted as constables, although they wore
constables’ badges, but not uniforms (Cordes
1983:78).

The pavilion adjacent to the Main Oval
opened in 1900 and was the first of the
pavilions built in the park. Initially it could
accommodate up to 200 people, but by 1913
the demand was so great it was enlarged to its
present size.

Two wells were sunk at the Main Oval in
1893, one on either side. A third well is located
adjacent to Minno Creek east of the pavilion.
Underground tanks were constructed near the
Main Oval in January 1900 (10,000 gallons)
and April 1901 (20,000 gallons). Refer to
Figure 2.1.5

Trail notes: From the Main Oval the
Heritage Trail follows a path used in the
heyday of travel to the park by train. This is
now a narrow trail passing east of the Western
Lodge and winding below the Playford Lake
embankment through young Eucalypt forest to
Sir Edwin’s Avenue.

Western Lodge

This Victorian stone house with brick quoins
was built at the western entrance to the park in
1893. At that time the lodge was known as the
Lower Lodge. Its first occupants were Andrew
and Mary Wright. Andrew Wright was
employed continuously at the National Park
for 43 years and built many of the rustic
bridges that were once a feature of the park
(Cordes 1983:68, 70).

Sir Edwin’s Avenue

An avenue of giant sugar gums lines the
former main road into the park, that is, from
the northern entrance to the park. The avenue
is named after Sir Edwin Smith, a campaigner
in the movement to save the land for public
use during the 1880s, and first Chairman of
the Board of Commissioners. This entrance
has been closed for several years and today
this grand avenue of Eucalypts provides an
attractive and peaceful route from the Belair
Lodge to the Playford Lake.

The Belair Maze

The last place to visit along the Heritage Trail
is the Belair Maze. The hawthorn hedges were
clipped around the concentric pathways of the
maze, planted in 1887 for the enjoyment of
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6 All tunnels along the Adelaide to Nairne (later to
Melbourne) railway line were numbered in
sequence from Adelaide. Although the number of
tunnels has decreased we have used the nineteenth
century numbering sequence.

Figure 2.13 Drawing of the scene of the “fatal affray” at Belair, view approximately 120°.
SOURCE  Frearson’s Weekly 6 November 1880 – copy held by the Mitcham Heritage Resource Centre

7 Crown Lands Ranger, Barton Hack, was sent to the
Government Farm to ‘mark out camping gds pegs’
with the brand GC↑ and instructions that ‘all
persons camping outside on grd on farm to be
prosecuted’ (GRG: 35/20/1880/2240).

visitors to a 35 acre plantation provided for
public recreation close to the Belair Railway
Station. The maze was a puzzle hedge similar
to the one in the Forest of the Dean in
Gloucestershire. Although the Belair maze fell
into disrepair by the 1940s, remnants of it
survived and it was restored in 1988 with a
National Estate Grant to the Garden History
Society. It has had further restoration and
more regular attention in recent years. A
detour to visit the Maze is recommended as
you return to the Belair Railway Station and
the end of the Heritage Trail.

THE TARNMA VALLEY

Surveys of the eastern and central areas of the
park focused on the Minno Creek valley
between the Gold Escort Ground and Long
Gully, the Tarnma Creek valley, the railway line
between tunnels 6 and 7 and a section to the
north of tunnel 76 (see Figure 2.4). The survey
areas are within the Heritage/Recreation
Zones and the Railway Reserve. The survey of
the Tarnma Valley is documented below. The
section along Minno Creek between Queens’
Jubilee Drive, the Gold Escort Ground and
Long Gully is included above as part of the
Heritage Trail.

The identification of two camp sites lived
in by the men who constructed the tunnels for
the hills railway between 1879 and 1881,
provided a rare opportunity to document a
unique archaeological landscape. Although the
camp sites are now located within the Belair
National Park, they are rightly part of the
linear landscape along which the heritage
survey and history of the railway line through
the Adelaide Hills were carried out. This is
documented in the report The Hills Railway
(this volume). The tent sites, evidence of a
makeshift shelter, tracks leading to the tunnel
and to Sheoak Road, the tunnel itself, a water
soak and a culturally modified tree comprise
an historic landscape frozen in time.

Historical background:
Fifteen Mile Camp, Sixteen Mile
Camp and Seventeen Mile Camp

The construction of the railway line through
the Adelaide Hills commenced in 1879 and the
line was opened on November 2, 1883 (South
Australian Railways. Locomotive Engineers
Department 1883). The completion of the line

is considered to have been one of the
outstanding engineering feats in Australia
during the nineteenth century (Observer 8
November, 1879; refer to the report, The Hills
Railway, this volume). Camps, in which the
labourers employed by the contractors Walker
and Swann lived, were located at regular
intervals along the line.

Between 700 and 800 men were working
on the line at any given time (Norman 1953).
Most of the labourers were skilled contractors
from England and Wales whose fares to the
colony were paid by the colonial Government
(South Australian Railways 1875), although,
according to the Observer (November 8, 1879)
most were paid 15% less than regular contract
workers and no budget had been included in
the costing of the line for food and housing of
these labourers (South Australian Railways
1881: Figure 10).

For the section of the line east of the Belair
Station, the railway camps were on
Government Farm land7. Although no
evidence of the Fifteen Mile Camp was located,
it was recorded as ‘midway up the gully’
(i.e. on the central section of Minno Creek) in
a description of the ‘Fifteen-mile Railway
Camp’ given in the Register, January 11, 1882.
The camp was further described in the same
article as:

For the greater part (it) is on the side of the
creek, and for the rest scrambles up the steep hills
on the left, covered evenly with green grass, native
cyclamen, and quandongs and ferns sprung up
since the last fire, and white and blue gum giants
which successfully defied it, and its predecessor,
too. The camp is like pretty all others inhabited by
navvies – dirty bag or canvas tents, and a wooden
storeroom in the centre, all with wonderful effects
in chimney architecture. The three camps on the
farm, like those outside of it on other portions of
the line, have one peculiar feature, and that is the
intoxicating effect of idleness upon the navvies.
They get hopelessly drunk, though no one is
licensed to sell inebriating drinks on the ground,
and they don’t go off it to get the liquor elsewhere.
Some of the boarding-house keepers say that this is
one of the peculiar effects of the beautifully cool
climate. People who live in the vicinity predict sly-
grog cases ere long .

Register, 11 January 1882

The Sixteen Mile camp was identified a
short distance south-west of the tunnel on the
eastern boundary of the Belair National Park
and adjacent to the site of the Long Gully
station; the Seventeen Mile Camp was located
at the other end of the same tunnel and
slightly to the north. It is likely that both
camps were occupied for the two years taken
to bore the tunnel and line it with bricks.
The harsh lifestyle was relieved by sly-grog
merchants, who sold beer to the navvies by the
barrel. It is believed that men buried the
barrels to conceal them from the law, although
the police periodically raided the camps taking
away both the barrels and the drunks in carts.

In 1880, Frearson’s Weekly reported a
“tragedy on the Nairne railway” and described
the stabbing of an Irish Catholic by the name

The Government Farm and Belair National Park
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8 An account of the inquest into Bell’s death at the
Seventeen mile camp is given in graphic detail in
the Advertiser 3 November 1880.

Figure 2.14 Detail of post-contact culturally
modified tree in at Seventeen
Mile camp. SOURCE  HFZCHP 2003

9 The scar resembled an Indigenous culturally
modified tree and the criteria for recording
Indigenous scars were used to record this tree
(Carver 2001:122-123).

No. of Height above
axe cuts the ground

3 950-1090 mm

2 1980-2150 mm
1 2910 mm
1 3185 mm

Table 1.1 Number of axe cuts and height
above the ground.

of Bell by an Orangeman named Walshe
(Frearson’s Weekly November 6, 1880). The
argument had been over religion and the men
had been ‘inflamed’ by alcohol. During the
inquest the coroner visited the site and heard
evidence at the nearby  Sixteen Mile Camp8.
The incident was reported in Frearson’s Weekly:

 It is rightly said that no difference of opinion is
more likely to lead to a quarrel than that on religion.
The tragedy which occurred on Sunday last at
the 17 Mile Camp on the Nairne Railway strongly
bears out this remark. Two navvies, the one named
William Walshe and the other William Bell, had
been drinking, and an argument was begun in
a tent. Blows were struck and Bell was stabbed
fatally with a butcher’s knife. He lingered till next
day and then succumbed to the injuries. A charge
of wilful murder was laid on William Walshe
and he was committed for trial (Frearson’s Weekly
November 6, 1880).

At this time a Frearson’s Weekly reporter
sketched the murder scene at the Seventeen
Mile camp and described it as a “wild and
romantic place among the hills”. That sketch
preserved the layout of the camp and is
reproduced in Figure 2.13.

It is likely that the Seventeen Mile Camp
was not used after the completion of the
railway line, although we have evidence that
the Sixteen Mile Camp was used periodically.
According to Sallis (1998:41) the Sixteen Mile
Camp, used by Walker and Swann between
1880 and 1883 as a camp for the men building
tunnel No. 7 and the railway line, was
commissioned for ‘train working purposes’
during 1884. These purposes are thought to
have been an accommodation site for the
signal man and two points men who were
employed at the Minno Siding for two years to
change the switches after each train (see the
previous chapter, The Hills Railway). The Long
Gully Station opened at this site in 1912 and
became a popular station with visitors to the
park, although there is no evidence of anyone
living in the camp until upgrade of the line
here to a double track in 1928 (South
Australian Railways, Office of the Chief
Engineer 1931:20). It is thought that the camp
may have been used again when the tunnels
were upgraded during the depression of the
1930s (Callen 2002).

Survey teams and methods

Two field surveys were undertaken to identify
the locations of the Sixteen Mile camp and the
Seventeen Mile camp and the adjacent areas.

These surveys were undertaken on September
28, 2003 (the Seventeen Mile camp) and April
25, 2004 (the Sixteen Mile camp). Information
about the locations of the camps had narrowed
the survey area to the eastern boundary of the
park. Both surveys were led by Pam Smith and
were undertaken by community volunteers
and volunteers from the Flinders University
Archaeology Society. Ron Tamblyn, President
of the Friends of Belair National Park,
provided detailed information about both
sites and was a co-leader of the survey on April
25, 2004.

Transects were walked across the survey
areas where possible, although the steep
terrain and dense thickets of blackberries and
bracken prevented access into some areas. The
distance between members of the survey
teams varied with the visibility of the ground.
Individuals in the survey teams were given
responsibility for photography, record keeping
and GIS recording.

The Seventeen Mile
Camp site and environs

The areas surveyed on September 28 were:

(i) between the eastern side of Saddle Hill
Road, the eastern park boundary and
north of the railway line,

(ii) the western side of Saddle Hill Road in
the vicinity of the western entrance to
tunnel no. 7 and the waterfall and

(iii) to the south of the tunnel between Saddle
Hill Road and the floor of the valley
(although this was very steep and largely
inaccessible).

Visibility: Much of the area was open
Stringy-bark forest (Eucalyptus obliqua),
although the grass was high and there were
areas of impenetrable thickets of blackberries
and bracken.

Terrain: Moderately steep to extremely
steep with some areas not able to be surveyed.

Weather: Cool and mild.
Initially the team members were spaced

approximately 8-10 metres apart and transects
were walked down the slope in an easterly
direction, with a narrow dirt track marking the
northern transect.

Culturally modified post-contact tree
A culturally modified stringy bark tree (E.
obliqua) was identified east of Saddle Hill Road
close to the eastern railway tunnel. A series of
axe cuts on the southern side of the tree was
recorded. All of these were contained within a
3450 mm (height) x 325 mm (width) x <15
mm (depth) scar9. The number and spacing of
the axe cuts are shown on Table 1.1. Each cut
was made with the same 145 mm wide metal
axe head (Figure 2.14).

The typology of the scar suggests that this
may have been an Indigenous culturally

modified tree, although the use of such a tree
is unconventional as it is unlikely that local
Aboriginal people would have utilized the bark
of E. obliqua as a utensil. Several explanations
for the origins of both the scar and the axe
marks have been suggested. The only certainty
is that the axe marks were made by a sharp
metal axe and can, therefore, be dated to the
post-contact era (Carver 2001:104-106). The
location of the tree in the centre of an area
known to have been a camp site for the men
building the nearby railway tunnel in the early
1880s suggests that the axe cuts were made by
them and that the bark was removed to
facilitate a deeper cut into the tree in order to
insert climbing wedges. Whilst discussing why
men in the camp would have gone to such
lengths to climb the tree, it was suggested that
the tree could have been used to support a
telegraph line. The sketch of the Seventeen
Mile Camp shown in Figure 2.13 was examined
and a line, possibly a telegraph line, has been
drawn across the image. We may never know
what these axe cuts were for; however, it is an
interesting example of a culturally modified
tree that should be included in the register of
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10 This tree was badly scorched during a slow burn
in the park in 2004.

Figure 2.15 Track linking the Seventeen Mile camp with the tunnel, view south-east.
SOURCE  HFZCHP 2003

Figure 2.16 Plan of the Seventeen Mile Camp, Belair National Park.
SOURCE  HFZCHP, by G. Copland 2005

Figure 2.17 Seventeen Mile camp, tent site 1, view east. SOURCE  HFZCHP 2005

significant trees being compiled by the Friends
of Belair National Park10.

Tracks
The progress of the survey team to the east was
halted by a deep ravine. Evidence of a track
running north-south and cut into the slope
was found along the top of the ravine,
commencing at a point later found to have
been a ridge on top of tunnel No. 7. The track
was followed to the north where it intersected
with the track from Saddle Hill Road (northern
boundary of our transects) at the head of the
ravine. A water soak within a highly disturbed
landscape was identified close to this junction
and on the northern side of the track was the
first evidence of the Seventeen Mile Camp.
The track then swung to the east and back to
the south following the edge of the ravine
and continued to the mouth of the tunnel
(Figure 2.15).

Further evidence of a camp site was
identified along the track leading to the
tunnel. This included a fragment of timber
nailed to a tree and a tree with nails embedded
in it. When plotted on to a map these tracks
were shown to link the Seventeen Mile Camp
site with the soak, both the upper and lower
levels of the tunnel and the Sixteen Mile Camp.

Seventeen Mile Camp site
The field survey identified two square flat
areas cut into a gentle slope, these were
identified as being the sites of two canvas
tents, common in construction and mining
camps in the late nineteenth century. Tent
Sites 1 and 2 were adjacent to each another, as
illustrated above in Figure 2.13. A plan of the
area is shown in Figure 2.16 and the sites are
illustrated in Figures 2.17 and 2.18.

Tent Site 1 was clearly defined on three
sides and measured 65,600 mm wide x 3000
mm deep. The northern and eastern
boundaries of Tent Site 2 were clearly defined,
but the southern boundary could not be
identified. Tent Site 2 was 3000 mm deep, the
same as Tent Site 1. It is most likely that it was
the same width as Tent Site 1. If so, the
distance between the tents would have been
990 mm.

Both Tent Sites were associated with a
stone feature, or recess, on the eastern, uphill
side. The recess was cut into the hill and lined
with dry stone walling. The recess on Tent
Site 1 measured 1200 mm wide x 1120 mm
deep x 70 mm at the maximum height. The
recess on Tent Site 2 measured 1200 mm wide

The Government Farm and Belair National Park
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Figure 2.18 Seventeen Mile camp, tent site 2 – stone feature, view east. SOURCE  HFZCHP 2003

11 Surface carbonised plant remains result from
bushfires or ‘slow burns’ (fuel reduction fires)
conducted by National Parks and Wildlife, SA.
An excavation permit is required to excavate the
hearths and no application for a permit has been
lodged at this stage.

Figure 2.19 A railway fence post with
ratchets and pawls.

SOURCE  HFZCHP 2003

x 1300 mm deep x 860 mm at the maximum
height. We have not identified the function of
the stone features, or recesses. They may have
been the bases of roughly constructed
chimneys and used to warm the tents during
the cold winter nights. This would be
consistent with the quote:

… dirty bag or canvas tents, and a wooden
storeroom in the centre, all with wonderful effects
in chimney architecture…

Register, January 11, 188211

It is unlikely that there would have been a
hearth adjacent to a tent and probably on the
outside of the canvas, and no stone chimneys
are illustrated in Figure 2.13. Cooking in such
camps would normally have been on a hearth
away from the tents. We speculate that these
may have been where the navvies kept their
store cool, or hid their stores of alcohol from
the police.

Soak
A short distance from the camp site is a water
soak. This site is identified above on Figure
2.16. It appears to be highly disturbed with
evidence that the creek bed has been widened
and modified. It is likely that the availability of
a water source dictated the location of the
camp at the time the tunnels were built. When
inspected again at the end of the summer,
2005, the area was still wet, although there was
no flowing water.

Railway fences
On both sides of Saddle Hill Road there are
metal strainer posts with ratchets and pawls
(stoppers) spaced at intervals along the post
(pers. com. K. Preiss). These posts were used
to strain the heavy eight-gauge wire used to
construct safety fences at either end of the
tunnel at the eastern end of the park. Each
post is 1.2 m tall and 150 mm wide and it is
likely they date from the 1880s when the
railway line was opened (Figure 2.19). On the
northern side of Saddle Hill Road, the fence
posts have dropped over the edge of the cliff
near the waterfall reflecting erosion and
changes in the landscape over time.

Sixteen Mile Camp
and railway features

The survey of this area was undertaken on
April 24, 2004 and was led by Ron Tamblyn
(Friends of Belair National Park) and Pam

Smith (Flinders University). The survey
commenced in the Tarnma Gully adjacent to
the now abandoned Long Gully railway
station. The survey team worked along the
railway line and the steep east-facing slope of
the Tarnma Gully between the western end of
tunnel 7 and the eastern end of tunnel 6. The
survey team then continued west along
Queen’s Jubilee Drive to the Gold Escort
Ground, a popular picnic area, and returned to
Long Gully along the north-eastern side of the
Railway Dam. Transects were impossible in

most areas because of the steep terrain and
dense undergrowth. Refer to Figure 2.4 for the
locations of sites referred to.

Vegetation: Variable, although dense
thickets of blackberries along the floor of the
valley were impossible to penetrate.

Topography: Steep along the railway line.
Sloping to flat through the Minno Valley.

Weather: Cool and fine.

Sixteen Mile Camp
and Long Gully Station

The area identified as the Sixteen Mile camp
and Long Gully Station was only partially
recorded as dense thickets of black berries
made much of it inaccessible. This was a
complex site containing elements of the later
‘dwellings’ (to the 1930s) referred to above,
although these were little more than rough
huts made from timber frames and galvanised
iron. Evidence of two structures was recorded,
one of which is illustrated in Figure 2.20. The
other site contained two sheets of galvanised
iron and subtle evidence of a supporting
timber frame. In addition to scattered
galvanised iron and timber, artefacts were
noted in a small dump, but not collected.
These included rusted food cans, a bucket with
a home-made handle, a fish plate (cream-
ware), a ginger beer bottle and several sauce
bottles. Steps, visible in the lower left-hand
corner, below, led from the camp toward the
creek.

The camp site was dated to the 1920s-
1930s (or later) based on the condition and
gauge of the galvanised iron (Lysaght Referee
1924). No evidence was found that could be
related to the Sixteen Mile Camp, except that a
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Figure 2.20 Evidence of a camp at the Sixteen Mile Camp. SOURCE  HFZCHP 2003

track that disappeared into blackberries led
from the camp across the valley to the
entrance of tunnel No. 7. No evidence was
found of permanent housing.

Minno Siding and
Long Gully Station

Minno Siding, a railway siding, was used
between 1884 and 1886, as described above,
and the Long Gully Station opened on the
same site in 1912.

The Long Gully Station platform on either
side of the track is made of concrete and
remains intact. A track with the original post
and rail timber fence runs downhill from the
station toward Long Gully, passing on the
uphill side of the camp. There is a dry stone
retaining wall along the uphill side of the
track. Evidence of the signals remain and a
ceramic insulator with wooden screw terminal
and inscribed with KP67. (A likely
interpretation of this inscription is Koster
Potteries 1867, but this has yet to be
confirmed.)

Between the station and the mouth of
tunnel No. 7 a length of railway line had been
used as a telegraph pole. As with all iron
manufactured at this time, the manufacturer
and date were inscribed on the side: WI&S
(MOSS BAY) SAR 60 LBS 1910. The 60 LBS
refers to the weight of the iron per foot (pers.
com. K. Preiss).

Approximately 80 m south along the
railway line on the western side is the Minno
Siding. The house(s) of the signal man and
pointsmen was known to be in the valley
adjacent to the siding, but the area is now so
overgrown that access was impossible.

To the south-west of Minno Siding is a
ballast pit, excavated to supply ballast for the
railway line (see Figure 2.1). We then
descended from the line into the Tarnma
Valley to a second small quarry, adjacent to
Saddle Hill Road. Just before the junction of
the track to the Long Gully Station and Saddle
Hill Road there are signs of agricultural
activities and a well.

We then surveyed (what used to be
called Honeysuckle Gully) along the Tarnma
Creek to the junction with Long Gully, passing
the Long Gully Pavilion and the site of one
of the once popular running tracks. As
previously mentioned, the remainder of
this survey has been included above as a part
of the Heritage Trail. The wide floor of the
valley in front of the Friends of the Belair Park
centre (the former Kiosk) is possibly where the
horses used in the construction of the railway
were pastured.

15 Mile Camp?

The above article in the Register (January 11,
1882), stated that there had been three camps
in the park at that time. Two have been
identified and described. The third, the
Fifteen Mile Camp, is described in the Register
article, including a reference to the ‘chimney
architecture’. This camp site was not able
to be identified, although several clues were
followed, including an area above the railway
dam. Although some distance from the Fifteen
Mile mark, the Willow Spring valley was
inspected by Ron Tamblyn with Pam Smith.
A now faint track leaves what had been the
‘track to the valleys’ on the eastern side of the
railway dam (this is illustrated in Figure 1.14,
this volume). The track was followed into the
valley where it developed into a clearly defined
macadam track over two metres wide with
deep wheel ruts on either side. The track
passed Willow Spring on the northern side
and continued to the head of the valley where
it continued to rise on an even gradient by
taking a zig-zag route up the steep side of the
hill. It ended at the railway line at the southern
end of tunnel No. 6. We felt that this long
abandoned track had been used in the
construction of the tunnel and that its
construction was similar to the track in Long
Gully and to the access track to the viaducts
(refer to The Hills Railway, this volume).

Additional buildings
and features in the park

The Blue Cottage
The Blue Cottage was built in 1864 on Section
971, Hundred of Adelaide. It was originally a
four-roomed cottage built from local stone.
Adjacent to the cottage are remnants of the
earlier orchard and a large underground well
was the only water supply (Rudduck 1979).

This Section was originally purchased in 1854
by Samuel Tonkinson and leased to John
Wescombe (Mitcham Council 1864). John
Wescombe had arrived in the colony with his
family from Somerset in 1838 and in 1841 was
one of a number of unemployed men who were
living at the Government Farm at Belair. By
1865 he had built this four-roomed cottage
and was living in it with his family. The cottage
was occupied by several different owners
during the twentieth century, each making
their own modifications. In 1962 the Blue
Cottage was annexed into the Belair National
Park.

Karka Pavilion
The Karka picnic precinct dates back to the
late 1890s. The recently renovated Karka
Pavilion was constructed in 1911 at a cost of
£540. It featured trellis on which climbing
roses were to be grown, filling and tarring of
the floors and two 2000-gallon water tanks
(Cordes 1983:54). The recent renovations have
been extensive and in keeping with the
heritage significance of the building, apart
from minor flaws, such as mismatching the
corrugated iron on the rear wall. The building
has also been painted ‘heritage’ colours,
although the original cement finish had been
unpainted. The park is planning to use the
refurbished pavilion as a function centre.

Melville House
Built in the 1880s for the Melville family
who were gardeners and orchardists on the
eastern boundary of the park, the cottage
remained in the Melville family until 1961
when the land was acquired by the
Commissioners of the National Park. Some
upgrading was done and the house served for a
decade as youth accommodation. More
recently it has been used as a rental property.

The Government Farm and Belair National Park
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The Survey Teams

Scout Corroboree ground
A Scout Corroboree was held in December
1936 in South Australia to celebrate the
centenary of the State. Although well
documented with photographs at the time,
there is now little apparent evidence of the
extent and nature of the Corroboree sites in
the park.

Cherry Plantation
The Cherry Plantation represents the remains
of 700 Japanese Cherry Trees planted in
Sparkes Gully as a World War I Memorial.
This is a significant plantation, but is currently
badly neglected.

CONCLUSIONS

The Burra Charter provides guidelines for the
assessment of the heritage significance of sites
such as those identified in this survey
(Marquis-Kyle and Walker 2004). It was not
possible to assess every site in the Belair Park
according to the criteria of the Burra Charter,
however, it is strongly recommended that such
a heritage survey is undertaken in the near
future. The assessment of the cultural
significance of a place and other issues
affecting its future are best understood by first
collecting and analysing all sources of
information. This research project has taken
the first step towards achieving this, the next
step should be the development of a cultural
heritage policy and management strategy.

Despite the rich history of the Belair
National Park, there are surprisingly few
significant sources of cultural heritage
information available. A self-guided tour of the
historic sites identified above would provide
many advantages for both the public and the
many visitors. The guide would enable the
park’s rich cultural heritage to be interpreted

to visitors in an interesting form and would
provide an opportunity to promote the park to
overseas and interstate tourists. At the same
time the high cost of intrusive interpretive
signs could be avoided.

The railway camps in the Belair National
Park represent a part of the history of the park
that is seldom recognised and have not been
included in previous management strategies
for the park (Department of Environment and
Heritage 2003), yet they have the potential to
elaborate on South Australia’s social history.
Hundreds of men worked on the Adelaide to
Nairne Railway, providing an essential link
between South Australia and the eastern states
of Australia. The construction of the railway
also represented an extraordinary feat of
manual labour without the mechanical
equipment that we take for granted today. A
simple wire fence around the sites would be
sufficient to protect them from being
damaged, particularly by mountain bikes.
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HE Shepherds Hill Recreation Park is aTsmall park south of Adelaide and forms
part of a continuous corridor of natural
vegetation linking the flora and fauna of the
Mount Lofty Ranges with the Adelaide Plains.
As shown in Figure 3.1, it is possible to walk
along a major gully eastwards from Shepherds
Hill Reserve to the Belair National Park, one of
the oldest parks in Australia, through adjacent
public land and the Watiparinga Flora Reserve.

Wattiparringga1 Creek and Walkers Creek
are the two major water courses that wind
through the park and their catchment area is
bounded by the southern end of Sleeps Hill
and the eastern escarpment from Gloucester
Avenue and across Viaduct Gully following the
Eden Fault line to Shepherds Hill Road.

Although the park is best known for
its natural heritage values, it contains
archaeological evidence of both indigenous
and colonial European occupation. This
evidence has been almost completely
destroyed by changing land uses over the past
one hundred and fifty years, and the following
sensitive interpretation of the landscape is
possible only because of the author’s personal
associations with the area. Intimate knowledge
of the park, together with family anecdotes
about former owners, has enabled even the
most subtle impressions on the landscape to
be interpreted. These include a Ha Ha, the site
of an early Manning House, remnants of an
irrigation system and the site of an illegal still.

The organisation of this report differs
from other reports. There was no
archaeological survey of the park as the sites
described here had previously been identified
and researched by the author. During 2002
volunteers from the Flinders University
Archaeology Society and the Mitcham
Heritage Research Centre were led by the
author to inspect these sites to record their
locations for their inclusion on the Hills Face
Zone Cultural Heritage GIS database.

HISTORICAL BACKGROUND

The Aboriginal Heritage

The Traditional Owners of Shepherds Hill
Reserve are the Kaurna people and

Wattiparringga is one of the few Kaurna
names used in the local area. It means plenty
of water or middle creek and along the creek
there are several culturally modified River
Red gums (E. camaldulensis) with scars where
kunamon and similar utensils were cut from
their bark (Figure 3.2). The large River Red
gums near the entrance to the park are
excellent examples of such trees and they
illustrate how the Kaurna people cut the
thick bark to make a variety of vessels.

It is most likely that the permanent
springs that fed Wattiparringga Creek
and Walkers Creek had important symbolic
associations for the Kaurna and certainly
would have provided valued water supplies
toward the end of the hot summers.

European settlement

Wattiparringga Creek and Walkers Creek
were also essential to the nineteenth century
land management systems that evolved in
the park and today the evidence of how water
was used is central to understanding how the

Figure 3.1 Hundred of Adelaide, showing Sections.
SOURCE  Department of Lands Section map, withdrawn 1950s

1 Wattiparringga is the name accepted by the Kauna
community for the creek formerly known as Viaduct
Creek. This name was gazetted South Australian
Government Gazette 11 September, 2003.

present environment was shaped by earlier
land uses.

Surveys of land in the vicinity of the
Shepherds Hill Recreation Park began as
soon as the colonial surveys were commenced
in 1836 and land grants for today’s Mitcham
City Council plains area were issued from
1838 and 1839, including Sections 36 south,
35 south, 13 and 14. Parts of some these
Sections and all of others are in the park, but
due to the economic downturn in the 1840s
only a few choice sections were taken up at
this time. By the time the District Council
of Mitcham (the first in SA) was proclaimed
in May 1853 the rest of the district had been
surveyed including Section 15, the headwaters
of Walker’s Creek, which was offered for sale
in 1851.

Various parts of the park that were once
part of larger adjoining holdings over the
years were Glen Forbes, Glen Gordon, Pallas
Hill, Tonsley, Ballantrae and Wandsworth.
It is likely, however, the reserve takes its name
from the nearby road Shepherds (sic.) Hill

Shepherds Hill Recreation Park:
Suburban bush merges in time and place
Maggy Ragless
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named after Ann Shephard and who owned
Sections 32, 33, 34 and Section 2202 at the
top of the hill near Blackwood (Figure 3.3).

Her land was known as Winsor Farm,
and later Sturtbrae. When the Shepherds Hill
Road was constructed through her property
and that of neighbour H. Gordon Cook in
1853, they protested to the Mitcham District
Council. It is unlikely to have been named
because of shepherds working sheep there
because fencing materials were accessible
and it was relatively easy to manage such
small areas.

Wattiparringga Creek was referred to
as Viaduct Creek between 1883 when the
railway viaduct bridges were constructed
and 2003 when in consultation with the
Kaurna Community the present spelling was
adopted (South Australian Government Gazette,
11 September 2003). Walkers Creek was
named after Mary Ann and George Walker
who between 1886 and 1923 owned adjoining
Section 34 through which most of the creek
ran. The name was probably used by the Mills
family when they purchased Section 34 to add
to their Sturtbrae property.

The creek was also fed by other springs,
however, some of these were cut and ceased
to flow when the railway line through the
hills was constructed in the 1880s and in the
1920s, and when earthquakes occurred in
1902 and 1954.

Land use

The five 80-acre sections were taken up by the
time Mitcham Council was proclaimed and as
a consequence we have continuous and

consistent occupation records, complemented
by various Applications and the Certificates
of Title. It is now possible to make reasonable
assumptions about the historical land use
activities and management strategies based
on these records. In addition, genealogical
sources, directories and family histories of
the people who owned or occupied this area
have been researched.

By 1853 all five sections were owned
by different people from a wide variety of
backgrounds and four had dwellings erected
on them. One was a family of the unmarried
adult children of a sea captain, another was
an absentee landlord who rented his property
and who was recorded as being a magistrate.
A section of hill country was part of a larger
adjacent dairy and another section was a small
farm that the owner had been given for acting
as an agent for an English Colonel intending to
settle a branch of his family.

There was limited cultivation of crops
and orchards along the creek flats while the
broad acres were used for sheep on the lower
reaches and cattle in the hilly area. Most
of the successful land owners or lessees owned
sections of land both on the plains and the
hills to give a mix farm of cropping and
stock grazing. The Ayliffe, Kelly, Watts, Chalk
and Ragless families are examples of this type
of management.

Pressures for change

The discovery of gold in Victoria in the 1850s
and the Government Gold Escort bringing it
and the diggers home to SA also brought
prosperity. Consequently the demand for land
grew and encouraged further surveying and
new sections in the surrounding hills became
available. Records from this time tell us that 18
year old Thomas H. Ayliffe sent 6oz of gold
back to his mother Elizabeth in May 1852 and
Thomas Chalk (Sen.) died on the Forest Creek
Diggings from inflammation of the lungs in
March 1852. (State Records GRG5/Police
Records, Gold Escort Return; Register 1 April
1852 pg2E).

The 1870s were full of debate about the
railway route through the hills and on to
Melbourne. When the route was finally
decided there was a frenzy of real estate
subdivision by several syndicates along the
proposed route. James Hill was a member of
one of these and bought up land prior to the
opening of the railway in 1883. This resulted in
the first subdivision adjoining the reserve at
Eden Hills, although sales were slow due to an
economic depression in the 1890s. The hills
did become an attractive place to live, as
commuting by train to a job in town provided
convenient access (Figure 3.5).

After World War I the laying out of the
Garden Suburb, subsequently Colonel Light
Gardens, encouraged many landholders
nearby to subdivide. This trend included Chris
Ragless for Section 36sth, but the day of the
sale was wet and no-one came! However,
subdivisions adjoining what was to become
Shepherds Hill Recreation Park were more
successful i.e., Section 35nth Pt Section 2100
as South Road Estate in 1925, Pt Section 35 to
the south as Cobham Gardens and Kinedana
in 1926, Pt Section 13 to the north, as
Pasadena 1927 and Section 64 to the west, as
Burbank 1927. All these subdivisions suffered
lack of land sales because of the Great
Depression (Lands Department Deposit Plans
including Deposited Plans 3360, 3570).

The increasing population surrounding
the park brought pressure on the rural lifestyle
of the landholders of the reserve. There were
unsupervised children and dogs roaming
around, disturbing, chasing or killing the
stock, poor people collecting firewood,
including slicing wood fence posts and often
anything else left lying around. (Pers. com.
Isabel, Ken and Gordon Ragless and Sidney
Eberhardt.)

The Ashby family, who had been
responsible for much of the subdivision of

Figure 3.3 Mrs Ann Shephard nee Garrett
c.1810-1867.

SOURCE  Marion Methodist church Jubilee booklet, c.1912

Figure 3.2 Kunamon cut by Aboriginals on
Wattipparingga Creek.

SOURCE  M.E. Ragless photo ref. CP3ph22, 7 May 1995
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Figure 3.4 Heritage listed gum tree before the interesting bough was cut off the main tree.
6 June 1976. SOURCE  M.E. Ragless Photo ref. SLRF1 Ph10

Shepherds Hill Recreation Park

Eden Hills and Blackwood gradually since
the 1900s, decided to make one of the first
bequests, in 1956, to the newly formed
National Trust of South Australia (Robertson
1984) This reserve has effectively protected
most of the headwaters of the Wattiparringga
Creek as weed control has been consistent
through the transition of rural to park
land use.

SETTLEMENT

Sections 13 and 14

Frederick Mitchell was sent by Colonel
Wyndham to select land and erected houses
for the Ayliffe family and himself before their
arrival in 1838. He was not a good judge of
country but under the criteria had to select
land near to the town, which he did. Sections
12, 13 and 14 Hundred of Adelaide were
chosen along with land near Clare and on
waterless Yorke Peninsula. On board the
ship that brought the Ayliffe family was
everything to ensure their comfort. The day
they landed and before the ship was fully
unloaded, a heavy equinoctial gale set in and
the old ship broke from her moorings with
most of the cargo and baggage being swept
into the sea, including Mrs Hester Ayliffe’s
jewel box! There were also reputedly a large
flock of store sheep, a number of horses for
working, riding and with stallions, and brood
mares on board. Henry Ayers, later Sir Henry,
was head groom and Coote was chief manager
of the Ayliffe horse stud. Reputedly this stud
later helped to establish Marybynon, a racing

stud owned by the Fishers and by John Baker
of Morialta, both of whom became rich on the
winnings of racers bred from the Ayliffe stud
(Hamilton 1978).

In 1840 a return was sent to England
setting out the progress of settlement. It was
a review of housing, crops, fencing and water.
In the return Frederick Mitchell’s Section 14
and adjoining Sections 12 and 13, which
became Ayliffe’s Wyndham Farm, were
mentioned. Their proximity gave the Ayliffes
access to water from the creek and allowed the
two properties to be worked together. Within
a couple of years there were three dwelling
houses, a stockyard, etc. Five acres of wheat,
sown in June, was a poor crop and
considerably smutted. A middling crop of
an acre of barley and a light crop of another
acre of oats were also grown. There was also
half an acre of potatoes. Possibly these were
enclosed inside eight acres of brush fence
and watered from Section 14 (British
Parliamentary Papers Vol 7 1842-44). In 1841
a cattle brand, ‘AHE’, was applied for by
Thomas Ayliffe and his sons, George and
Henry Ayliffe. (South Australian Government
Gazette, 25 March 1841).

Dr Thomas and Hester Ayliffe (nee Jinks)
left their married daughters in England and
with their married sons Dr George’s family
and the betrothed Henry arrived aboard
the Pestonjee Bomanjee in 1838. Their middle
son Thomas Hamiliton Ayliffe arrived later.
He married Jane Bell in 1845 and eventually
settled at Hamley Bridge. Dr Thomas
and Hester’s home was called Belle Vue and
Dr George’s Wyndham Farm.

The family had been plagued with
misfortune for generations and regrettably it
followed them to the colony. The colony
languished into depression in the early 1840s
attributed to Governor Gawler’s extravagant
building enterprises, for example, a gaol,
hospitals and asylums and buildings for
government administration.

George Ayliffe was among the settlers who
favoured abandoning the colony of South
Australia. He had unsuccessfully applied for a
government posting to Port Lincoln to look
after the troops and police there. Drinking at
the Kangaroo Inn on the west side of South
Road (a little south of present day Celtic
Avenue, Clovelly Park), perhaps celebrating the
birth of his son Frederick, he made a bet that
he could carry a load of stones from the hotel
to the top of Ayliffe’s Hill (now Quinton Hill,
Pasadena), where the family’s quarry was
located. He did, broke a blood vessel and
subsequently died some weeks later “after a
protracted and painful illness which he bore
with Christian resignation”, on 13 October
1844, aged 33 years (South Australian 15
October 1844). His youngest son also died
soon after.

Colonel Wyndham suggested through his
agent, Captain Bagot, that the widow,
Elizabeth Ayliffe send all her children except
the youngest back to England for the boys to be
educated in the army, navy and the church.
However on her father-in-law’s insistence that
an annuity of £70 as to be paid to the South
Australian Company in London and forwarded
to the Bank of South Australia, Adelaide for
life. Mrs Hester Ayliffe died in 1850, followed
by her husband in 1852.

Dr Henry was apprenticed as a medical
student to his father at the age of 13, but
worked at clearing Belle Vue before marrying
at 25 in March 1844. He returned to England
in 1850 and studied at St Bartholomew’s and
Guy’s Hospital for his diploma which he
obtained with a credit after three years as
against the usual five years. He stayed with his
mother’s brother, Uncle Jinks who was a
goldsmith, and returned to Australia in 1853.
However the ship Anne Milne was wrecked off
Portland, Victoria, and surviving that
experience he proceeded to ride overland to
Adelaide only to be confronted by a flooded
Murray River which also had to be swum. He
was a generous man, not only helping his
sister-in-law with her large family but also
many others. Eventually Dr Henry and his wife
Esther settled at Angaston (Hamilton 1978).

Meanwhile, Dr George Ayliffe’s eldest son,
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Figure 3.5 Hills Railway showing the viaducts over Wattipparingga Creek. c.1910.
SOURCE  original from I.M. Ragless collection

Thomas Hamilton Ayliffe, had grown up,
married and started his family of six born
between 1860 and 1871, and who were
registered in Parkside, St Marys, Edwardstown
or Sturt. (South Australian Genealogy and
Heraldry Society, South Australian Births
1842-1906) . In 1850 he leased Section 1047
and between1856-1859 Sections 1073, 1074
and 1080 all in the Mitcham Hills. Although
leaving the district for the mid north, he
maintained an interest in the area owning
and/or occupying Section 11, 1855-60 and
Sections 11-14, 1074 and 1080, 1857-58
according to the Mitcham Council Assessment
books. During 1855-56 he offered the Central
Road Board a year’s supply of road metal and
offered to let the quarry to them. This was
very hard quartzite stone and one of the
first quarries opened in the Mitcham District.
It was situated on Section 12 near Eyre
Boulevard and having a seam of ‘blue-stone’
near the surface was used for building
purposes for some of the earliest buildings.

Thomas took up the following contracts
which reflect how he worked hard to support
his family:
• 1855 April-July – carting from Adelaide

to the River Gilbert all the materials for
a bridge.

• 1859 November-February 1860 – for making
a road from the South Para Bridge to join
the district road leading to Gawler Town
Railway Station.

• 1860 June-July – for supply of broken stone
for repairs between the Parklands and the
six mile post on the South East Road.

• 1860 November- January 1861 – for cutting,
embanking and building culverts near
Douglas Hill. Completed by Thomas Mason
between May and October 1861.

• 1866 November 30 – to form and metal
80 chains of Port Road between Squatters
Inn and Hindmarsh.

• 1866 – making South Road
• 1866 August – form and make a portion

of road between Glenelg and Adelaide along
Tapley’s Hill.

• 1866 August – forming and metal about
4 chain road near the 3 mile post.

• 1866 October – form bank and portion
of the road near the Land of Promise and
John Hindmarsh hotels.

• 1867 April – form portion of South
Road between the Forest Inn and Hilton
Road Hotel.

• 1868 January-May – supply and delivery
of 1000 cubic yards of hard road metal

broken to 21/2 in gauge between the 7th and
12th mile posts on South Road.

(State Records, Central Road Board
Contract books; GRG39/15/Vol. 1 pg 63 No
346; Pg 279 No 559; pg 939 No 673; Pg 443
No 723; Vol. 2 pg 22 No 765; pg 50 No 793;
Vol. 4 pg 136 No 1862; Pg 141 No 1867.)

In spite of this steady work Thomas went
insolvent in 1861. He was unable to account
for his financial loss further than by stating
his loss in business occurred while he kept the
Gilbert Inn on the Gilbert between1854-1859
(Hoad 1986). From January 1860 to the date
of the insolvency he occupied six sections at
Stockport, had a mail contract and from
October 1861 was pound-keeper. During this
period accounts are filed but except the pound
book, no records survived whatever. (State
Records GRG66 Vol. 1 index to insolvency
No 1030 Thomas Hamilton Ayliffe contractor,
of Unley, 20 December 1861). In the 1870s
he went to New Zealand and in 1894 he went
prospecting in Western Australia where he
died the following year.

Meanwhile next door, on Section 14,
Frederick Mitchell had named his farm Glen
Forbes after his wife Madelina Forbes. He had
sown 3/4 acre of wheat in June 1840 but it was
half destroyed by smut, but otherwise a good
crop! His half acre of barley sown in July was a
middling crop and the crop of a 1/4-acre of
maize planted in August was looking well.
This area was fenced, an acre with a log fence,
another by bank and ditch and 1/2-acre with a
brush fence. Water was 12 feet deep with 6 of

water and there was a good wooden dwelling
house (British Parliamentary Papers Vol. 7
1842-1844). Glen Forbes produced an income
of £43.10.00 from this crop (State Records
GRG66/6 insolvency file No. 51 1842).

Frederick Mitchell was declared insolvent
on 9 May 1842 and he agreed to transfer the
property to Edward Emmett, (merchant and
land agent) for £60 (RPA Land Application
5860).

By 1842 Frederick and Madelina were
living at Oak Hill, Morphett Vale where their
children were born between 1846 and 1851
but no deaths or marriages are recorded for
this family (South Australian Genealogy and
Heraldry Society, South Australian Births
1842-1906).

The Section was mortgaged by Emmett to
the Bank of Australasia and subsequently to a
syndicate of gentlemen, most of whom had
made their fortune at the Burra copper mine in
the colony’s north in the 1840s (Auhl 1986; CT
65/100). Subsequent sales of Section 14 were
in 1864 to J.W. McDonald, 1877 to James Hill
and 1902 to Ragless Brothers, all adjoining
land owners. During this time the section was
leased to the following tenants:
• William Rowland 1853, with a three-room

dwelling
• Henry Humberstone 1854
• T.H. Ayliffe 1855-1859
• Gold Company with David Bradford of

Marion and W. Kay 1862-1866
• W.T. Shephard 1867-1877
• T.W. Chalk 1881
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Figure 3.6 Alfred and Irene Ragless nee Pobjoy on their wedding day, 5 October 1910.
SOURCE  Original held by M.E. Ragless

Shepherds Hill Recreation Park

• Alf Pack 1882
• Fred Hamblin 1883-1885; by this time

another room had been added to the cottage
• R. Spence 1886
• Williams 1888-1890
• F.H. Edwards 1891
(Mitcham Council Assessment Books)

Frederick George was the eldest son of
Frederick and Sarah Hamblin nee Grey born
1866, within a year after his father’s arrival
and marriage in 1865. He was one of six
children, half of whom were to die before they
grew up. The Hamblin family moved from
North Adelaide to Goodwood Road between
1873 and 1883. Father Frederick was a servant,
storekeeper and publican and maybe used
Section 14 to run some stock on. One Sunday
his eldest daughter, thirteen-year-old Louise,
and some other children endeavoured to drive
some loose horses away from one which was
feeding, and going too near to it, Louise was
kicked in the back of the head at her father’s
farm at Blackwood on 22 July 1883. Several
days later she died at her parents’ house,
South Road. An inquest was held at the
Flagstaff Hotel and Mr James Duncan of
Orange Grove Sturt, the foreman, returned
the verdict of accidental death (State Records
GRG 1/44/172 Police Reports to the Coroner
1882-1884 Vol. 2 1883 July 24; Adelaide
Observer 28 July 1883).

Frederick George Hamblin in 1888
married Mary Carter Chalk who was a
daughter of Thomas William Chalk who
rented Sections 14, 35 and 36 of 240 acres
c.1881. The Chalk family lived on the north
side of Sturt Road about half way between
South and Marion Roads. Their father
T.W. Chalk (Senior) died on the Forest Creek
Diggings in Victoria in March 1852. (Register
1 April 1852). Fifteen years later, his son
gained a contract to tar and paint the bridge
over the River on the Glenelg Road (State
Records GRG 35/15 Vol. 3 Central Road Board
Contract Book).

The cottage on Section 14 was nestled
against a northern bank of the creek, in
the present day archery field, and a little
downstream is a scattering of stone and the
skeletons of the orchard, citrus, quince, plum
and a huge olive. The olive is the only tree
thriving, the others struggled on until the
1980s suffering from neglect, before being
overwhelmed by olive descendants.

Just beyond the orchard high up on
the southern bank is a row of sugar gums,
marking the southern section boundary.
Another clump is on the northern side of the

creek at the end of the track leading into the
property, growing as though they never got
around to planting them out. Maybe they
didn’t, as when the property changed hands
from McDonald to James Hill in 1877, there
was a lot of talk about a fuel shortage. The
Forestry Department was set up and were
encouraging land owners to plant trees; sugar
gums were one of the recommended varieties.

Isabel Ragless, born in 1905, remembered
as a little girl taking lunch up to her father who
was working on the cottage, possibly
demolishing it, and he showed her a sovereign
he had found. It was customary to plant a coin
in a house for good luck when building it
(Pers. com. Isabel Ragless 1980s).

Only a small corner of Section 13 near the
creek is included in Shepherds Hill Recreation
Park; however, the northern boundary of the
Park is bordered by Council reserves as a
buffer to the Quinton Hill subdivision in the
form of Saddle Hill Reserve and the larger
Sleeps Hill Reserve, both in the Hills Face
Zone. This area may have been initially cleared

for cropping in the early days as it is very level,
but by the 1920s the Ragless boys used it for
motorbike circuit riding. Although there have
been some council plantings, many are
overwhelmed by European tree suckers and
large olive trees also dominate part of the area.

Dating from the 19th century evidence can
be found of some of the cottages, fencing, an
orchard, irrigation works, at least one well,
and reputedly the site of an illegal still. There
are known sites of cottages within Shepherds
Hill Recreation Park on Sections 36 and 14,
irrigation infrastructure in the form of a dam,
Humberstone’s still and a well on Section 36,
along with possible evidence of irrigation
along the creek flats and a mineral extraction
on Section 14.

Section 15

It was 1851 before a Land Grant was offered
for Section 15, with adjoining Section 1045 to
the east and Section 33 diagonally to the
westward, taken up by the second colonial
postmaster, Henry Watts. He had already
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Figure 3.7 Wandsworth now Springwood Close, Eden Hills c1940, home of Alf and Irene
Ragless and their family of six children. SOURCE  G.B. Ragless photo

owned Section 63 since 1839, which he named
Fiddown (where Mitsubishi is now). However
within a few months Watts had transferred
Section 15 with other land to John Kelly,
farmer of Sturt who had already taken up
Section 1044 in 1850 and further added
Section 1043 in 1876-77. John and Maria Kelly
nee Beere married in 1849 and subsequently
had a family; the address of some of the
children’s births varied between Upper Sturt,
Sturt and Pallas Hill Sturt. It appears there
may have been three Kelly brothers, John,
James and Richard. John appears to have had
the largest family and their home still stands
close to the boundary of Sections 16 and 17,
against the hills railway that was built later
(Register Personal Notices Vol 1 1836-1859,
Butler and Phillips 1989).

In 1864 the land was brought under the
Real Property Act in the name of Richard
Kelly, farmer of Saddleworth; however, the
Mitcham Council Assessment Books show
James Kelly as the occupier and owner
between 1853 and 1867. In 1887 the land was
transferred from Richard Kelly to James Hill
whose family held it until transferring to the
Ragless family in 1902. However, Richard
Kelly continued to occupy it. In 1904 Part of
the section was rented from the Ragless family
to 26-year-old Frederick C. Perkins who had a
young family. Thirty six acres of the Section 15
was transferred to Alfred Ragless in 1910,
when he was the last of the Ragless family to
marry (Figure 3.6).

Alfred Ragless was the only one to move
away from the clan, to Wistow, mortgaging
the property. He returned with his family with

the youngest on the way about 1919 and
worked the area until the Great Depression
with continuous mortgages forced him off the
land. When Dick Ragless died in 1946 his two
remaining sisters sold the remaining 35 acres
to Glen R. Hutchinson, a carrier of Cherry
Gardens. He immediately mortgaged it and in
1949 transferred it to Black Forest builder
Herbert C.W. Ellis. By 1953 subdivision of this
portion of Eden Hills was under way. Alfred’s
part of Section 15 was eventually transferred
to F.J.B. Scriven, a grazier of O’Halloran Hill,
through a mortgage from the Synod of the
Church of England in 1932 and when it was
discharged in 1944, Roy Johnston Woolcock
took it up  (Land Records Application 5664;
CT 499/98; CT 1019/123-124; CT 1114/111).

In 1919, 21-year-old Ena Ragless would
walk up over the ridge from her home
Ballantrae to Eden Hills Railway Station each
day to catch the train to Adelaide to work. Like
many others she would change her shoes at the
station, leaving the old ones there during the
day. One evening walking down hill she was
approached by a man who tried to snatch her
handbag. She took off and arrived home
breathless to relate her experience to her
family. Her young brother Bob took the
story to school and a few days later the police
came making enquiries about any strangers in
the district as there had been an increase of
robberies. Meanwhile Bob and his cousin
Gordon had been exploring along Walker’s
Creek and had noticed some washing hanging
on the trees near some caves. The local police
checked out the location and apprehended
two well-known safe breakers, Alfred Dykes

and James Phillips, both with several aliases,
already with interstate convictions. Within
a week they were before the court and sent
to gaol for twelve months with hard labour
(Pers. Com. Ena and Gordon Ragless;
Advertiser 16, 17 September 1919; Observer
20 September 1919).

Further subdivision occurred with post-
war development and subsequently in 1955
the Minister of National Pleasure Resorts
acquired parts of Sections 14, 15 and 35 from
Mr Woolcock. (Draft Management Plan of
Recreation Parks of the Adelaide Foothills
(Department of Environment and Heritage,
National Parks and Wildlife 1985)

Section 35

Captain William Detmar Cook of the Eden and
of 5 Union Row, Peckham, County Surrey,
England took up the Land Grant of Section
35sth in August 1838. He had two sons Henry
Gordon and William Detmar, and three
daughters Ann, Eliza and Clara. Henry Gordon
and his sisters built a modest Georgian style
house into the side of Shepherd’s Hill from the
limestone excavated from it. The underground
rooms consisted of a cellar in which to keep
the dairy products and to set the milk. This
property was called Glen Gordon after Henry
Gordon Cook and the house still stands in
Kinedena Ave being possibly the oldest house
in Eden Hills (Figure 3.8). No record can be
found of Clara Cook but Eliza died in 1853
aged 42 years. At that time the first Council
Assessment recorded the property as having a
four room cottage and 80 acres at Sturt Hills.
Ann of Sturt aged 58 years died a decade later
and Henry Cook died aged 62 in 1871
(Application 16413; Mitcham Council
Assessment Books).

One of the first things Mitcham Council
did after it was formed in May 1853 was to
plan to form another road to the hills up the
ridge from South Road through Mrs
Shephard’s and H. Gordon Cook’s properties.
They protested because they would be
required to erect fences which would “be liable
to be broken through the carelessness of the
people driving the bullock drays” and for Mr
Cook “a great deal of trouble in ploughing by
forming some acute angles” (State Records,
GRG24/6/1854/676). The road was desirable
because of the straight pull up the hill whereas
the alternative Bulls Creek Road past Mitcham
was winding as well as steep. Mrs Ann
Shephard lived at Winsor Farm on Section 34
on what has since become known as Sturtbrae
on Bellevue Drive, Bellevue Heights.
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Figure 3.8 Glen Gordon, Section 35sth, Kinedana Ave, Eden Hills. c.1954.
SOURCE  Original held by R. and A. Hunt

Shepherds Hill Recreation Park

In 1877 the property was transferred to
50-year-old James Hill, merchant, and brought
under the Real Property Act (CT 209/25). In
1884 it was leased for three years to Robert
Spence with Section 15 the following year (CT
273/35). This was the year that Robert’s wife
Christina gave birth to a daughter, Jessie, at
Saddleworth, but no other reference to the
family can be found in South Australian
biographical records. Between 1894 and 1902
the property was owned by James and Helen
Hill’s four children as tenants-in-common.
After their father died in1901, as did Richard
Ragless, they sold it to the five unmarried
Tonsley Raglesses. Section 35 south was then
put with Section 15 to become Alfred Ragless’s
share of the property when he married in 1910.

Between 1910-1917, Alfred Ragless and his
family increasing to six moved to a farm near
Wistow in the Hundred of Strathalbyn by
mortgaging Wandsworth, part Section 35sth
and Section 15, to the Church of England until
1928. However, the land at Wistow was
worked out and trace elements were only just
being introduced to improve pasture. Middle-
aged Alf either wasn’t receptive to these
advances or couldn’t afford them and
mortgaged this property in 1914 and rented to
F.W. Wood. On returning he built a red brick
house close to Walker’s Creek and on the
boundaries of Sections 35sth and 36sth. In
spite of working hard, planting potatoes and
milking cows, activities his wife and growing
family could help with, Alf could not support
his debts and family.

The land boom after World War I and the
development of Colonel Light Gardens for the
returned soldiers, the first public housing
development in SA, encouraged speculation in
land nearby. Cars were replacing horses and
the demand for hay was diminishing, freeing
up the former hay paddocks. This allowed the
boundaries of suburban living to be expanded
into the former rural areas. By the mid 1920s
the boom was declining and the Great
Depression was beginning.

Alf and his family had to leave
Wandsworth and appeal to the church and
kindly relations to support the children for a
short time while organizing rental
accommodation in nearby Edwardstown.
Alfred worked as a labourer for his unmarried
siblings for the rest of his life and his wife was
an active member of the St Marys Church of
England also until well into her eighties.

With both properties mortgaged, his
unmarried brother and sisters placed a caveat
on the joint share of Section 35sth until 1925
when they released it to sell portions of it to
developer Bill Watson and six acres to investor
A.C. Branson.

Section 36sth

A Land Grant was issued to George Johnson in
1838 for Section 36 south. He transferred it
Section 36sth in 1841 to James William
Macdonald of Adelaide who arrived in 1839.
He was a grandson of Lord Macdonald, who
was made an Irish peer in the reign of William
the Fourth. He was born in the year 1811. He

settled at The Sturt, which possibly refers to
this section as the area was generally known as
The Sturt just as St Marys on the Sturt
referred to the Anglican Church a mile further
north than Section 36sth. There is an
indication of a house in 1846 when he took a
mortgage that was discharged in 1853, then
another until 1857. This was located just south
of Tonsley Court Flats (Lands Dept Old
System Application 7066). He had spent
several years at Port Lincoln as magistrate and
held acting positions of Colonial Treasurer
and Registrar General before being appointed
Commissioner of Crown Lands, in 1846 (State
Records GRG24/4 and 6 Correspondence of
the Colonial Secretary’s Office 1841-1856). Mr
Macdonald, after acting as Visiting Magistrate
in the North, was appointed Magistrate at the
Burra, an office he held for many years. He
was then elected to the office of Commissioner
of Insolvency, duties which he discharged for
four years before resigning, and living at The
Sturt on his retiring allowance. He resided
there till 1880, when his friends advised him
to go home, and he lived in the suburbs of
London till the time of his death at the end of
1881 (Loyau 1882 (Fac. 1978):161-162).

A Ha Ha was a trench, popular in Ireland,
dug to provide an uninterrupted view across
the estate and yet impeding stock from
crossing the property’s boundaries. It is
believed that in the early days the boundary
trench was dug around Section 36sth under
the influence of Irishman, James Macdonald.
Aloes were planted along the edge of the Ha
Ha on the eastern boundary of Section 36sth
has eroded deep down the steep hill. It can
also be found along the southern boundary
and another trench is remembered being in
evidence on the north side before the
widening of Ayliffe’s Road in the late 1960s.

By 1853 Mr McDonald was renting the 80
acre section to W. Mortlock who was a tenant
until 1855 with a four-room cottage which was
situated near the corner of South and
Shepherds Hill Roads. It would appear that
William Mortlock actually lived on the
property as some of his children’s birthplaces
are given as Sturt. He had taken up an
Occupation Licence for country on Eyre
Peninsula around Port Lincoln in 1843, later
he entered parliament in 1868 before retiring
to Medindie where he died in 1884 (Casanova
1992; Baillie 1978; Coxon et al. 1985).

Tenants who followed were:
• Frederick Walton 1858
• Richard Kelly 1859
• David Bradford 1864



34 The Mitcham Hills

Figure 3.9 Various letterheads of Richard
Ragless.

SOURCE  Originals held by M.E. Ragless

Middle aged Frederick Walton had a brief
career as a publican at Bugle Ranges for
several years followed between 1855 to1858 at
the Kangaroo Inn, on Section 61, Onkaparinga
Road [later South Road] near St Marys (Hoad
1986). He married for a second time within a
year of the death of his first wife in 1880, but
four years later he died aged 69 at Glanville.

Richard Kelly may have been related to the
Kelly family who lived at the headwaters of the
creeks which runs through the reserve. The
Biographical Index lists several Richard Kellys
living nearby at the time (Statton 1986).

David Bradford was a young married man
having just completed his family of four or five
with Mary Ann nee Daw. The family had been
away for a short time near Finnis but by 1863
was been back in the Marion district where his
father was established. By 1866 he also rented
Section 14 but the following year saw the
death of his two youngest babies.

All three tenants may have been grazing
stock on this section because of the availability
of water, shade and the unsuitability for
cropping because of the creek running
through (South Australian Births 1842-1906;
South Australian Marriages, Registrations
1842-1916; South Australian Deaths
Registrations 1842 to 1915. South Australian
Genealogy and Heraldry Society).

It was probably during this time that a Ha
Ha trench was dug around the section, as
when it was sold in 1877, the property became
part of the greater holdings of James Hill and
subsequent owners.

Humberstone’s Still
It appears from births, deaths and marriages
records that William and Mary Humberstone
had settled on Section 42 [on the northern
side of Daws Road between South Road and
Winston Avenue] by 1843. William was
formerly a Senior Warrant Officer of the Royal
Navy and had an adult family of at least three
sons and four daughters.

Between 1849 and 1854 South Road was
formed or built with stone from Ayliffe’s
Quarry. A William Humberstone was first
carting the stone in 1850 and by June 1854
had completed the Sturt Bridge on South
Road. This may have been William senior
[c.1785-1856] who would have been 65 years
old, or his son William Henry. (SAPP1851
Central Road Board Returns; State Records,
Central Road Board Register of Letters, GRG
39/2/242).

William Henry was rather enterprising
and in 1859 took out a distilling licence being
in the business of winemaker and distiller;

however, in March 1863 he appeared in court,
convicted of having an illicit still (Register 5
March 1863). The site of this still, which is
nothing more than a gutter in the north bank
of the Wattiparringga Creek on Section 36sth,
had been pointed out to the author as a child
by her elderly father (Pers. Com. Ken Ragless).
Research has added to this story by reason that
William’s older brother Henry was renting
adjoining Section 14. Section 36sth was well
wooded and possibly Aboriginals were still
camping in the area and a wisp of smoke on
the generally unoccupied section would not
arouse suspicion. However, when the customs
officer visited Humber Villa on Section 42
Henry watched him “breaking down the wall
and doing other damage, wantonly and
wilfully pouring out 600 gallons of wine into
the deponent’s garden also and seizing and
carrying off 100 gallons of distilled spirits and
a saccharometer and hydrometer and a host
of other apparatus and materials used in
a distillery besides a horse and cart and on 18
November these articles were sold by
auctioneer James Hamilton Parr, although to
deponent’s knowledge no court had declared
them forfeited!” (Register 5 March 1863).

There is no record of occupation on
Section 36sth between 1869-1877, although
J.W. McDonald may have lived there as after he
retired, his address is given as Sturt before
returning to England.

James Hill, the merchant, immediately
rented out the property. Again Thomas Chalk
took up the opportunity and continued to rent
until 1890 in spite of the property being sold
again in1881 to John Reid and H.Y. Sparks of
Glenelg, followed in 1882 by Frederick Escourt

Bucknall, Gentleman of Semaphore. Bucknall
at the height of his career had made his money
in the brewing business and suburban land
speculation. He was Mayor of Hindmarsh
1880-1883 and parliamentary member of the
House of Assembly for West Torrens, 1881-
1887 (Coxon et al.1985). Section 36sth was
only an investment for Bucknall, and he
subsequently was to lose much when the
Commercial Bank crashed in 1887. This
section was sold to Thomas Playford and the
Bank of Australasia.

Richard and Eliza Ragless with their five
children aged between ten years and about
ten months, moved to Tonsley [Section 63,
where Mitsubishi car manufacturer is now]
in 1869 from Willochra north of Quorn, for
the benefit of their children’s education.
Over the next twenty years Richard developed
the property into a prize-winning farm and
a chaff-cutting business.
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Figure 3.10  Ballantrae broad acres Section 36sth c.1910. SOURCE  I.M. Ragless Collection

Figure 3.11 Ballantrae homestead and Chris, Jane and their family; Section 36sth c.1910.
SOURCE  I.M. Ragless Collection)

Shepherds Hill Recreation Park

He bought adjoining sections of land and
more on the other side of South Road on the
plains, and then looked to the hills. In the
middle of 1889 Richard bought Section 36sth.
A road had been planned over the ridge
through Sections 36sth, 35sth and 14, from the
plains to the hills, when the area was surveyed.
Mitcham District Council decided to open the
road, however Richard Ragless objected
“because it was park” (State Records, Surveyor
General’s Office GRG35/2/1891/1260 and
South Australian Government Gazette 6 August
and 28 Oct 1891). Certainly many large trees
still dotted the landscape, particularly along
the creek lines. Section 36 south survived
particularly well possibly because it was not
permanently occupied or the owners or
occupiers were not totally dependant on its
natural resources for an income.
Coincidentally 1891 was the year that the first
national park in South Australia at
Government Farm, Belair was proclaimed.
The road was eventually closed in 1905
(CT678/120; South Australian Government
Gazette 26 January 1905).

When youngest son Alfred turned 25 in
1893 the property was transferred to Ragless
Brothers, who were by now all involved in the
hay growing and chaff-cutting business (LTO
CT 82/185; Ragless 1988). In October 1897
Christopher Ragless, second son of Richard
and Eliza, was the first of their children to
marry, to Jane Maxwell, daughter of well-
known Scottish sculptor William Maxwell
and wife Isabella who lived several miles north
at Woodlands, South Road, Edwardstown
[where the Castle Plaza shopping centre is
now]. Section 36sth, Section 14 and pt Section

35 was worked by Christopher as his own and
he built a modern villa from local bluestone,
designed by his wife’s architect brother, and
supervised by cousin Tom Ragless. It was
situated on the site of the Tonsley Court Flats
near the corner of Ayliffe’s and Shepherds Hill
Roads, St Marys.

Richard Ragless died aged 82 in 1901
and Tonsley was divided between his children,
all except Christopher still unmarried;
although the eldest, Charles, was about
to be engaged and eventually the youngest son
Alfred married. R. Ragless and Sons continued
to operate because they had the hill country
and perhaps because they replaced the hay
paddocks with vineyards and almond trees
and sheep could have been a complementary

income. They registered a sheep brand ‘RS’
in red paint off the ribs for six sheep in 1903!
This brand was cancelled in 1906 and replaced
with ‘R’ in black paint placed on top of
shoulders for 300 sheep (South Australian
Government Gazette 20 January 1903, 30 April
1903, 31 May 1906). Charles and Christopher
were to have their own sheep brands, ‘R+’
and ‘R-’.

Chris and Jane Ragless named their
property (which included Sections 36sth and
westward, Section 64, making a total of 160
acres) Ballantrae, perhaps because Chris
fancied himself as the ‘Master of Ballantrae’,
the title of Robert Louis Stevenson’s book set
in the Ballantrae area of Ayrshire, Scotland
where coincidentally the Maxwell Clan were
located. Between 1898 and 1910 six children
were born to Chris and Jane including twins
who died when only a few hours old. The
eldest Max, inherited his maternal
grandfather’s artistic talent and coupled with
the surrounding inspiring scenery and his
mother’s encouragement and connections, he
became a well-known 20th century Australian
landscape artist. Taking out a mortgage with
the Savings Bank of SA at the end of 1909 for
£200, the property was described as having a
“stone and brick house of 6 rooms, large GI
shed, implement shed 60'x20' of concrete and
iron, stalled stable, man’s room, trap shed,
about 20 acres of orchard and vines, land
fenced, portion of the land is rough hilly land
timbered. The western portion or fairly even
quality and suitable for fruit trees. Valued at
£7.10.00 per acre, including rough country.
Total value £1 200.” (Savings Bank of SA
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Figure 3.12 Southdown sheep, Chris Ragless’s prize winning flock, at Ballantrae c.1920s.
SOURCE  I.M. Ragless Collection

Application for Loan 6184).
On Section 64 bounded by South, Sturt

and Shepherds Hill Roads which later became
Burbank, Christopher Ragless planted it with
vines and dug a dam which caught water from
Shephards Hill. He also laid a six-inch brass
pipe under the road to water an almond
orchard south of the homestead where the
Women’s Memorial Playing fields are now.
Closer to the creeks between Wattiparringga
and Walker’s Creeks a peach orchard was
established, grafted onto almond tree stock,
bounded by Brown Brandis almond trees and
olive trees. In fact, a little upstream, he also
attempted an almond tree nursery along the
creek flats. However, the possums and parrots
were a constant problem. He held a licence to
shoot possums and set a cracker machine to
ward off the birds.

Near the Ayliffe’s Road entrance to the
reserve is a large hollow with a counter hollow
near the creek. This may have been made by
early tenants but was certainly maintained by
Chris to be filled with water for the dairy cows
and stock held close to the homestead.
Dairying was an enterprise that was not
successful; later he turned to sheep which
needed less labour and made more profit. In
1922 he purchased a Cletrac Tractor for his
orchard and vineyard, believed to be the first
south of Adelaide (Personal Notes of C.H.
Ragless c1948).

In 1928 Chris, Jane and their youngest
daughter Isabel joined a delegation of about
600 people of Scottish descent from around
Australia and did a world tour. On his return,
Chris gave his attention to establishing a

Southdown sheep stud. They had the
characteristics of early maturity, no horns,
short wool and being very hardy. They were
the ideal variety to roam the hills and creeks of
Ballantrae thriving on the scant and short
feed, whilst the mutton retained good flavour.
The breed was developed in the southern
downs of England inhabiting the chalk hills of
North Foreland to Dorchester and into
Somersetshire. The breed was noted for its
freedom from disease. Chris hoped to break
into the overseas export market and reputedly
won prices at the Royal Adelaide Show.

After World War I there was a building
boom and many of the surrounding properties
were sold for subdivision. The most dramatic
area was Colonel Light Gardens to house
returned soldiers and demonstrate a new town
planning concept of the Garden Suburb. This
influx of young families and their pet dogs
within walking distance of the rural properties
and the onset of the Great Depression had a
great impact on the established lifestyles. One
of Chris’s cousins Fred captured the problem
in the following lines of verse.

Following The Hounds

The pastoralists keep both dogs and sheep,
In sunny South Australia.
One a welcome source of wealth,
The other oftimes a failure.

The Sturtbrae Farm, near Shephards Hill,
On prize stud sheep depended,
With the greatest care and constant watch,
Were well and ably tended.

But lo one night two hungry dogs,
From Lights Gardens bent on straying,

When all mankind were hushed in sleep,
Now, was their time for slaying.

We humans steal, our wants denied,
Then why poor doggie blame,
If poorly fed, and left to roam,
His wants would be the same.

Miss Mills who saw those hunting hounds
At half past six next morning
Telephoned to Ballantrae
To give her neighbours warning.

Some sheep were dead, and others bled,
From ghastly wounds they’d torn,
Their hunger had been satisfied
But the cost, the owners mourn.

Two women followed in motor cars
Those neglected roving hounds,
Right to their respective homes,
Within Colonel Light Gardens bound.

The local policeman then took charge,
With power to enforce the law,
And the owner of that kelpie,
Caressed his scalp no more.

To those who own such faithful animals
I say – treat them well and good,
Although a dog is but a dog,
They must have ample food.

Fred B. Ragless c.1930s

Tragedy struck in 1932 when Chris and
Jane’s youngest son Bob was killed in a
motorbike accident at Edwardstown not far
from home. Max married later that year and
settled nearby and gradually took over the
management of the property in between being
an artist. Ena went to work interstate and
Chris, Jane and Isabel continued to live in the
bluestone villa. Chris died in 1950 and his wife
Jane three years later while visiting Ena in
Melbourne.

Fifty years later Miss Mills of Sturtbrae,
Bellevue Heights, then in her 94th year,
received an OBE and was still president of the
SA Women’s Memorial Playing Fields Trust!
Her parents had settled in the district in the
1920s when her father was elected to
parliament. May trained as a teacher and her
sister Margaret as a nurse. (State Library, SRG
255, SA Women’s Memorial Playing Fields
Trust Incorporated).

THE ENVIRONMENT

At the time of European colonisation most of
the Mount Lofty Ranges were covered in dense
forest. The typical vegetation of the western
foothills would have included the Grey Box
(Eucalyptus microcarpa) and Blue Gums
(Eucalyptus leucoxylon) associated with
Melaleuca lanceolata, Allocasuarina verticillata,
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Figure 3.13 View over the Wattiparringga Creek, c.1990.
SOURCE  Mitcham Local Heritage Collection

Figure 3.14 GIS Map showing the locations of sites referred to below.
SOURCE  Robert Keane, GIS consultant to the HFZCHP

Shepherds Hill Recreation Park

Acacia pycnantha, Bursaria spinosa, Dodonaea
viscose and the grasses Danthonia spp., Stipa
spp. and Themeda triandra (National Parks and
Wildlife 1992:9). A general view over the
Wattiparringga Creek is shown in Figure 3.13.

Eucalyptus microcarpa are still numerous in
the park today, together with several other
Eucalyptus spp., including South Australian
Blue Gums (Eucalyptus leucoxylon) and River
Red gums (Eucalyptus canaldulensis) along the
creeks. Most of the area was cleared for
grazing and many of the larger trees which are
now present have regenerated since grazing
ceased in the 1950s. There is also a massive
invasion of weed species in the under storey.
Invading weeds include European olive (Olea
europaea), Boneseed (Chrysanthemoides
monilifera), Cotton Bush (Asclepias
rotundifolia), South African Daisy (Senecio
pterophorus), Blackberry (Rubus sp.) and
Broom (Genista monspessulana). Olives, in
particular, have invaded most of the cultural
sites surveyed, usually causing some damage.

HERITAGE SURVEY

The cultural heritage survey of Shepherds Hill
Recreation Park included each of the Sections
referred to above and identified on Figure 3.1,

i.e. Hundred of Adelaide, Pt Sections 13, 14,
15, 35, 36.

The objectives of the survey were:
• To identify and record the locations of

historic sites identified by Maggy Ragless
and to record the GPS positions of these
locations for the Hills Face Zone Cultural
Heritage GIS database.

• To identify themes and cultural sites which
may warrant further research.

• To identify the potential cultural tourism in
the park.

Consultation

Meetings were held prior to the survey with
Maggy Ragless, to discuss the history of the
survey area and with Terry Gregory, Sturt
District Ranger, to discuss current
management issues and to inform him about
the survey. The history of these Pt. Sections
has been well researched and documented by
Maggy Ragless and the staff at the Mitcham
Heritage Research Centre. A brochure
describing the site has been prepared for
visitors to the park.

Field survey

The survey team was led by Maggy Ragless,
who was very familiar with the park and
whose family, as described above, had owned
much of the survey area during the first half
of the twentieth century. The survey team
comprised five volunteers from the Flinders
University Archaeology Society. The team
met at the Shepherds Hill Reserve car park
(off Ayliffes Road) and followed the main
walking trail along Viaduct Creek. Individual
members of the group were responsible for
photography, site records, GPS recording
and photographic records.

The team was small and transects were
not attempted. The team concentrated on
recording the sites that were identified by
Maggy Ragless. All locations where any form
of historical cultural impact had occurred were
documented.
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Figure 3.15 Section of dam wall and the dam on Pt. Section 36, view 340°.
SOURCE  HFZCHP 2002

Figure 3.16 The Ha Ha, an Irish fenceline using a ditch planted with aloes, view 20°.
SOURCE  HFZCHP 2002

Weather: Cold and cloudy, although there
were only a few light showers.

Vegetation: The density of the vegetation
varied, but much of the survey area was
inaccessible. In some areas the dense olive
groves proved difficult to penetrate and
some olives had disturbed several of the
archaeological sites.

Terrain: The terrain varied from
undulating to steep; the reserve is cut by
Wattiparringga Creek and Walker’s Creek.

Heritage survey results

The locations of all sites recorded by
survey were entered into the Hills Face Zone
Cultural Heritage GIS Database and shown
on Figure 3.14.

Small dam and dam wall
A small dam was built by Christopher Ragless
on his property, Ballantrae, Pt. Section 36,
in the early twentieth century. The dam area
is currently being used as a bike jump and
is barely recognisable as a dam, although
a small section of dam wall remains, refer
to Figure 3.15.

Brick-lined well
A brick-lined well was recorded Pt.Section 36.
The date of this well is not known. It is now
being damaged by the roots of olive trees and
is completely covered by the low branches of
olives. There are records of the well being
cleaned in 1910 and it was used until 1920
when it dried up. This event may have been
associated with the disruption of a creek
further upstream where the viaduct was
constructed.

The Ha Ha
A long ditch with aloes growing along the
ditch forms the boundary of Sections 35 and
36. This alternative fence line dated to the
19th century is described above. It is called a
Ha Ha and is thought to have been introduced
from Ireland as an inexpensive form of sheep
fencing (Figure 3.16).

Sluice gates
This stone and iron structure was constructed
across Viaduct Creek in the early twentieth
century by Christopher Ragless. It is located
on the boundary of Pt. Section 13 and 36 and
was incorporated into the boundary fence
between the Pt Sections. There was a metal
swinging sluice gate between two cement
pillars, one on either side of the creek. Today,
only the cement pillars remain (Figure 3.17).

Humberstone’s still
Today this site is an inconspicuous hollow
and associated mound, with no evidence

of its nefarious past (refer to Figure 3.18).
This was referred to above where Humbstone
hid his illegal still. The land was leased by
Mr Humberstone, who manufactured illegal
spirits in what was, at the time, an out-of-
the-way valley some distance from the city.
His activities were, however, discovered and he
was arrested by the police and his illegal still
destroyed.

Scattered shale
A wide scatter of slatey-shale rock thought
to have had cultural associations with the
nineteenth century colonists was recorded on
the boundary of Sections 13 and 14. This

scatter had been previously described as
remnants of an early stone cottage. The survey
team felt that this was highly unlikely and that
a more likely explanation is that they formed
stone irrigation channels supplying water to
the nearby orchard, now comprised of a few
aged trees. Although no house site was located
in the immediate vicinity it was felt that one
should be found if a more detailed survey of
the area was undertaken.

Orchard and irrigation channels
Remnants of an orchard and irrigation
channels were recorded. These were adjacent
to the scatter of rocks described above and
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Figure 3.17 Sluice gate and boundary between
Pt Sections 13 and 36, view 195°.

SOURCE  HFZCHP 2002

Figure 3.18 The site of Humberstone’s illegal still. SOURCE  HFZCHP 2002

Shepherds Hill Recreation Park

associated with a track leading up the hill,
a small quarry and a cleared area with a small
plantation of Eucalyptus sp. A plum and citrus
tree remain in the orchard. No house site
was located.

Quarry 1
A small quarry probably dating from the
nineteenth century was recorded close to
the quarry and irrigation channels referred
to above.

Cultivated Eucalypt sp. 1 (sugar gums)
A plantation of seven trees planted in a semi-
circle is located close to the orchard, track and
a small quarry described above.

Cultivated Eucalypt sp. 2 (sugar gums)
This is a row of cultivated trees along the
boundary of Pt Sections 14 and 36. There was
a critical fuel shortage during the 1870s and
many trees of this species were planted
because they were fast growing. A booklet was
printed at the time called the South Australian
Tree Planting Guide.

Quarry 2
A small stone quarry.

Site of Manning House
It is known that a Manning House was erected
on this site on Pt. Section 14. All that remains
are two benches cut into the side of the hill.

Artefact scatter
A number of small artefacts, glass and ceramic
shards, were identifed eroding from the
surface of the track and four steps leading to
the site of the Manning house. It is likely that
this was a household dump.

CONCLUSIONS

Shepherd’s Hill Reserve provides evidence
of complex layers of material culture derived
from a diversity of activities dating from the
earliest days of the South Australian colony.
Although it was cleared and farmed during
the nineteenth and early twentieth century,
it is now a protected landscape and valued
for its natural heritage qualities. This is
largely an outcome of the protection
provided by the Hills Face Zone legislation
and its management by National Parks and
Wildlife SA.

This research did not provide a
comprehensive survey of the entire area. The
survey benefited, however, from being led by a
descendant of the earlier owners with an
intimate knowledge of the area and a passion
for local history. The settlement history of the
survey area had been thoroughly researched
and, as stated above, it was this research that
informed the predictive model on which the
survey was based. No new areas of cultural
significance were identified by the survey
team. However, additional sites might be
located with an expansion of the survey area.

The following is recommended.
• The area around the several historic sites

have been damaged by olives. Many of
the olives have now been cleared, but
maintenance in the vicinity of these sites
needs to be ongoing.

• National Parks and Wildlife should
examine the dam site and protect it from
further damage by mountain bike riders.

• Two areas should be surveyed in detail:
(i) the complex that includes the stone
scatter, orchard, quarry, track and
irrigation channels, and ii) the area around
the Manning House site and what appears
to be an associated rubbish dump. The
well should also be investigated and the
contents recorded.

NOTE

The heritage survey in this report was
completed by Pam Smith.
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4 Sleeps Hill Quarries
Susan Piddock and Chris Bender

HE DRAMATIC SCARS on the hills aboveT Mitcham have been visible from the
Adelaide plains for most of the twentieth
century. It is estimated that there are 64
quarries faces in the Mitcham Hills, only 6 km
from the centre of Adelaide (pers. com.
Mitcham Local History Officer). Quarrying
commenced in the Mitcham district during the
first decades of the colony and of all the
quarries, the Sleeps Hill Quarries are the most
extensive. They provided stone for building
the Adelaide to Melbourne railways, South
Australian roads and harbour works and many
local projects (Drew 2000:34).

The Sleeps Hill Quarry was selected for a
heritage survey based on the extent to which
remnants of the quarrying operations remain
visible and because of its close links with the
Hills Railway Line (see Report 1, this volume).
The quarries are located on Sections 1080,
1074, 1143, 1146, 1147, and 1148, Hundred of
Adelaide and are entered on the State Heritage
Register (Item 14783). Twelve quarry faces are
located on the northern and western faces of
the Mitcham Hills and are shown in Figure 4.1.
Extensive and less visible quarry faces are also
located at the top of Sleeps Hill between
tunnels no. 1 and no. 2.

The Sleeps Hill Quarries illustrate a typical
pre-War quarry. Many quarries such as Sleeps
Hill were no longer viable following World
War II, largely because of changed methods of
operation and changing attitudes to worker
safety. These changes are reflected in the land
tenure documents and lease agreements with
the South Australian Railways dating to the
late 1940s, and are recorded in the archives of
the Sleeps Hill Quarry Ltd and the Adelaide
Quarries Ltd (Boral Archives).

Today it is possible to interpret the history
of quarrying technologies and methods from
the historical archaeology remaining at the
site. The site is one of the few unfilled or intact
quarries remaining from this era and is
publicly accessible with walking tracks and
signage forming part of an interpretative trail
under the management of the Department of
Primary Industries and Resources SA (2000).
It is also already well documented (Deer 1999;
Drew 2000, Wells 1995).

An aim of this study is to document and
interpret those features remaining in the
landscape as significant examples of South

Australia’s quarrying heritage and to record
this information on the Hills Face Zone
Cultural Heritage GIS Database.

HISTORICAL BACKGROUND

The Belair Reserve, of which the Sleeps Hill
Quarries are a part, was initially given over to
small scale farmers and absentee landholders.
Sleeps Hill was named after Samuel Sleep, a
shepherd employed by the South Australia
Company who owned much of the land in this
area immediately following the arrival of the
first colonists (Kochergen 2003:3). The
quarries at Sleeps Hill were opened up by A.H.
Birt in 1916 and were taken over by Adelaide
Quarries Ltd in 1919. This followed the closure
of a quarry at Burra in the same year and the
Sleeps Hill Quarries became a major source of

ballast for the railways (pers. com. Janet
Callen). During the 1920s the Sleeps Hill
Quarries were one of the leading producers
of crushed rock in South Australia and
employed up to 100 men (Drew 2000:34).
The Depression, however, seriously curtailed
activity at the quarry and work ceased in the
1950s following the World War II (Kochergen
2003:3). A small private quarry near the
mouth of the former No 1 Railway Tunnel
appears to have been in operation in the
mid-twentieth century but closed at the
same time as the main quarries in the 1950s
(Callen 2002).

The lower outcrops of quartzite were
worked first, and then the quarrymen moved
eastwards and higher up the valley (Drew
2000:36). The quarry was worked by cutting
small ledges into the quarry face; these ledges

Figure 4.1 Sleeps Hill quarries and walking trails.
source  Primary Industries and Resources, South Australia 2000
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Figure 4.3 Adelaide Quarry Company siding at Sleeps Hill, early twentieth century.
SOURCE  Boral Resources Archives

Figure 4.2 The Sleeps Hill Quarry Siding,  Plant and storage buildings. Early twentieth century. SOURCE  Boral Archives, State Library of SA

Sleeps Hill Quarries

were up to 40 metres high. This enabled the
‘powder monkey’ to drill holes with a
compressed air drill and insert dynamite. The
holes were then fired in unison by electrical
detonation, bringing down the stone. The face
was then made safe by barring down any loose
stone. Large stone blocks were further reduced
by blasting and then broken manually. The
stone was then loaded into side-tipping rail
trucks and transported to the storage bins
above the crushing plant. The stone from the
higher quarries was dumped from the trucks
into a bin and reloaded into 6 ton trucks
operated on an incline track. As the loaded
truck descended to the crushing plant the
empty truck was pulled up to the quarry area
by means of a wire cable (Drew 2000:6; Bender
2004:116).

The two crushing plants had been erected
on either side of the valley in the 1920s and
were connected by a siding to the adjacent
Adelaide to Melbourne railway line  (Figure
4.2). Rock was fed into a primary jaw crusher
and then into a ‘secondary gyratory crusher’, it
was then elevated to screens where it was
graded and deposited into divided bins
according to size. “Crushed rock from the
northern crushing plant was conveyed to the
storage bin by a conveyor belt supported by a
trestle framework” (Drew 2000:36). In 1924 a
flying fox had been installed to handle large

blocks of stone for use in breakwaters (Drew
2000:36). Although no images of this structure
have been identified, it would have been
similar to the flying fox that carried stone from
the Reynella Quarry (refer to Collins and
Woods, Volume 6, this series).

A Schedule of Plant and Machinery at the
Sleeps Hill Quarry was included in a
Memorandum of Agreement between The

South Australian Railways Commissioner and
the Sleeps Hill Quarry Ltd dated August 1,
1940 (Boral Archives, State Library of South
Australia). This documented the quarry plant
at that time and included among the larger
items:
• Stone crushers – 1 ‘Bigelow’ by J. Martin

and Co. with 28" x 33" front jaws and 32" x
32" back jaws.
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Figure 4.4 View of Sleeps Hill showing the new railway line and tunnel under construction
(the centre line). The 1879 railway and tunnel are on the right, with a train
coming out of the tunnel. The line leading to the crushing plant is in the bottom,
left corner. C.1918.

SOURCE  State Library of South Australia, B19406

Figure 4.5 GIS map showing sites mentioned in the Sleeps Hill Quarry Survey.
SOURCE  Robert Keane, GIS consultant

1 ‘Jacques’ 24" x 14".
• Elevator – complete with buckets.
• Conveyors – 1 with 126' of 15" rubber belt

and 1 tripper (self-propelling).
1 with 70' of 15" rubber belt.

• Bins – with 18 delivery chutes –
2 for sand, 1 for _”, 3 for _”, 12 for ballast.

• Buildings – Office, store and chaff shed, 2
blacksmith’s shops (1 out of repair), stable, 2
shelter sheds, 1 open shed – all of galvanised
iron. 1 air compressor shed. 1 shed or
dwelling house.

• Concrete tanks – 1 large and 4 small.
Many smaller items of plant were also

listed and included electric motors,
compressors, screens and ‘small plant’.

This schedule of plant provides us with
information about the products produced at
the quarry, and in particular, a description of
the bins. The stone was used mainly for rail
ballast, road foundations and was ground
down for sand. Once it was processed it was
loaded onto trains from large concrete bins at
the railway siding, these bins and the siding
are illustrated in Figure 4.2.

Work on the Adelaide to Nairne railway
began in 1879 and the railway passed what was
to become the Sleeps Hill Quarries along their
western border. The railway line originally
passed through tunnel no. 1 on the western
side of the quarries (see Figure 4.1), it then
passed through the extensive quarries on top
of Sleeps Hill, before entering tunnel no. 2 (see
the report, The Hills Railway, this volume).

In 1909 Sleeps Hill quarry received a
principal goods siding (Figure 4.3 and 4.4).

There was a group of tracks opposite tunnel
no. 1, heading in an easterly direction and they
served the Sleeps Hill Quarries (Sallis 1998:38,
54). It was not originally planned to have a
station at Sleeps Hill, but a small platform was
built at the siding. This platform was for a

short period of time the end of the suburban
line (Figure 4.4). The signal cabin north of the
Sleeps Hill platform operated from 1914 until
1926, controlling access to the quarries (Callen
2002). The two original tunnels at Sleeps Hill
were superseded on 16 April 1919 when a two-
track wider tunnel was built a little to the east
(Railway Heritage of South Australia). At this
time a double track replaced the single track
from Sleeps Hill and ran from the quarry to
the Mitcham Station (pers. com. Janet Callen).

On August 20, 1940 the South Australian
Railway Commissioner leased the area
adjacent to the old railway line and Tunnel
No.1 to Sleeps Hill Quarry Ltd so that they
could quarry the quartzite bed under the
railway line. The ballast and screenings from
this quarry would then be sold to the Railways
Commissioners. The lease of the land was
renewed for ten years in 1950. The quarry
presumably fell into disuse after this, and in
1969 the Railways Commissioner noted that
as Quarries Industries had sold off all their
Sleeps Hill land he would lease the land and
tunnels to the SA Mushroom Company. The
Company were to operate the mushroom farm
for forty years. Today the tunnels are used for
wine storage.
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Figure 4.6 Concrete blocks from the crushing plant both on the hillside and quarry floor.
SOURCE  HFZCHP 2003

Figure 4.7 Concrete floorings from the crushing plant, Sleeps Hill. SOURCE  HFZCHP 2003

ENVIRONMENT

Geology

The landscape of the Sleeps Hill Quarries
Reserve is dominated by the geology that made
it suitable for quarrying. The Mount Lofty
Ranges were formed by a series of uplifts
during the Palaeozoic and Cainozoic Times
and rise from 300 to 400 metres above the
Adelaide Plains. A series of westerly trending
faults were formed, and the Clarendon-Ochre
Cove fault passes through the western section
of the Sleeps Hill Quarries (South Australian
Primary Industries and Resources 2000). The
quarries cut into the Belair subgroup which is
over 750 million years old. The quarries cut
into two beds of quartzite with a siltstone
sequence, with the quartzite overlaying the
slate in Quarries C and L2, and lying between
the slates in Quarry A.

Flora

The flora of Sleeps Hill is a continuation
of the Sclerophyll forest found on the infertile
quartzites of the easterly side of the Belair
Recreation Park. This is composed of open
forest with a dense undergrowth of hard,
often prickly, leafed bushes and shrubs
(Specht 1964:34). Trees and shrubs found in
the area include the Grey box (Eucalyptus
microcarpa), Golden wattles (Acacia
pycnantha), boneseed, kangaroo thorn (Acacia
paradoxa), Olive trees, Kangaroo grass
(Themeda trianda), native mistletoe (Amyema
miquelii), sheoaks (Allocasurina verticillata),

and native cherry (Exocarpos cupressiformis).
An area has been cleared of olive trees and
boneseed to allow the regeneration of the
native plants which include wattles, native
grasses, bushpeas, small lilies and sundews in
the Reserve (South Australian Primary
Industries and Resources 2000).

HERITAGE SURVEY

Archival research was greatly assisted by
access to the Sleeps Hill Quarry records in the

Boral Archives. Quarry Industries, a former
owner of the quarry, was purchased by
Boral Resources Ltd during the 1980s and
all historical company records were retained
and form part of the Boral Archives. These
records have since been deposited with the
State Library of South Australia. Research
into Sleeps Hill was supplemented by an
undergraduate essay, Department of
Archaeology, Flinders University and an
Honours thesis submitted to the Department
of Archaeology, Flinders University (Bender
2004; Jenkins 2002).

The quarry was identified by Maggy
Ragless, Mitcham Local History Officer,
as a priority area for a heritage survey and
the archives at the Mitcham Heritage Research
Centre were also consulted as was Greg Drew,
Office of Primary Resources and Energy.

Field survey

The Sleeps Hill quarries were surveyed by
volunteers from Flinders University working
with archaeologists, on August 10, 2003.
The group walked cross-country transects
where possible, with individuals spaced
several feet apart. The survey began at the
High Street entrance and initially followed
the Sleeps Hill interpretative trail, as marked
on Figure 4.1. The first 20 metres of the track
were surveyed then a lower track was followed
until the railway line was reached. The area
where a crossing was previously located was
surveyed, along with an area around the
tunnel. The walking group then headed

Sleeps Hill Quarries
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Figure 4.8 Abandoned equipment – skip. SOURCE  HFZCHP 2003

Figure 4.9 Rail skip. SOURCE  HFZCHP 2003

in an easterly direction to survey what
was accessible of the steep areas and
the lower areas where extensive quarrying
had occurred between tunnels no. 1
and no. 2.

Visibility: Good

Terrain: Flat and steep

Weather Conditions: Clear then rain

A second survey of the quarry was made
by Neil Stallard, Richard Irving and Pam
Smith in October 2004.

HERITAGE SURVEY RESULTS

All sites identified by this survey were
entered into the Hills Face Zone Cultural
Heritage GIS database and shown
in Figure 4.5.

Quarry crushing plant

Today the only material evidence of the
crushing plant are concrete structures
both on the flat area of the quarry floor and
on the adjoining hillside (Figures 4.6 and 4.7).
There is some evidence of metal from the
plant, but these represent little evidence of
the extent of the crushing plant infrastructure
at the time of its operation. It is likely that
there were originally houses or sheds made
of metal or galvanised iron and/or wood to
protect the machinery.

Today all that remains are the concrete
blocks that provided a secure foundation for
the crushers or other plant, indicated by the
metal fittings still protruding from the blocks
themselves. The other fittings may have had an

economic value and were possibly reused.
The quarried stone was stored above

the crushing plant but there is no evidence
of these bins today. The stone appears
to have been gravity-fed into the crusher,
hence the first part of the crusher is located
on the steep side of the hill. The crushing
plant is located near to the railway siding,
which would have facilitated the
transportation of crushed metal or sand
to the storage bins at the railway siding.

The station yard at Sleeps Hill can be seen
in Figures 4.3 and 4.4.

Incline track and
abandoned equipment

A number of metal pieces connected
to the carriages used to convey the quarried
material were found near to the crusher
remains and quarries A and C; these include
railway skips as seen in Figure 4.8 and 4.9.
The skip in Figure 4.9 may be one of the side
tipping trucks used to tip the stone into the
storage bins. Some 2 metres and 1200mm
in width, these railway skips transported the
quarried stone down an incline track from the
upper quarries to the crushing plant and then
from the crusher to the railway siding. The
tracks had replaced the previous method
of transporting the stone, and can be seen
in Figure 4.3.

In Figure 4.10 it is possible to see one of
the few remaining parts of the incline track
used to transport the quarried stone to the
railway siding (refer to Figure 4.5). This was
located south of the crushing plant and is over
2500mm in length.

Fence lines

A number of fence posts were located
on that part of the track leading west from
quarry J down to the crushing plant area.
As demonstrated by the melt ring and
plate bolted to the post in Figure 4.11, some
fence posts were used to support heavy
weights. It is possible that this fence post or
beam was involved in some way with the
quarrying process.
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Figure 4.12 Plan from the Memo of Agreement between SA Railways Commissioner and
Sleeps Hill Quarries Limited, 20  August 1940. SOURCE  ??

Figure 4.11 Post with fixing.
SOURCE  HFZCHP 2003

House site

This site is an open area today with no
visible remains of the building indicated
on the plan, the original agreement between
the Railways Commission and Sleeps Hill
Quarries. (Figure 4.12). The site is marked by
three pencil pines, illustrated in Figure 4.13. No
evidence remains of the blacksmith shops and
sheds referred to in the Memorandum of
Agreement, 1940.

Walls and
kerbing

Around the Sleeps Hill quarries the survey
team located the remains of drystone walling
which was over 3 metres long and a metre high
(Figure 4.14), concrete curbing and concrete
paths. These reflect the different decades
during which the area was in use.

Road bridge

Scant evidence of the main access road and
bridge into the Sleeps Hill Quarries over the
Railway line at the corner of Hearth Road
remains. This bridge is visible in The Hills
Railway, Figure 1.4, this volume. The concrete
slab visible at the base of the embankment and
the gate post on top of the eastern
embankment remain in situ and mark the
location of the bridge. This is located slightly
north of where pencils pines identify the
location of the former house site, refer also to
Figure 4.5 and Plate 1.

Storage bins and
the railway siding

One of the most dramatic comparisons
between images of the past and the present
is the comparison between the Sleeps Hill
storage bins shown in Figure 4.2 and in Figure
4.15. Of the vast superstructure shown in
Figure 4.3 all that remains are the concrete
arches supporting the bins shown in Figure
4.15. This is on the eastern side of the present
railway line and is shown on Figure 4.5.

Signal box

Signals operated at Sleeps Hill between 1914
and 1926. A concrete footing on the western
side of the present line is all that remains
of the signal box, its location is shown on
Figure 4.5.

CONCLUSIONS

Sleeps Hill Quarries and the historic evidence
for early twentieth century quarrying
technologies represent a significant cultural
landscape. The present interpretation of the
area brings to life an industry that was vital to

Sleeps Hill Quarries
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Figure 4.14 Drystone walling, Sleeps Hill. SOURCE  HFZCHP 2003

Figure 4.15 The Sleeps Hill Siding and the storage bins (2005) showing the cement
foundations of the storage bins.

SOURCE  HFZCHP 2005

Figure 4.13 Pencil pines and house site at the Sleeps Hills Quarry. SOURCE  HFZCHP 2004

Figure 4.10 Incline track. SOURCE  HFZCHP 2003

South Australia’s economic prosperity. Today
the quarries are readily accessible to the
general public and this increases their
importance; yet only the quarries have
interpretive signage. While quarries might
not appear to have the same appeal as cottages
or other similar places to the general public,
this does not mean we should not promote
 the quarry in a similar way. Sleeps Hill is one
of very few places where it is relatively easy to
access a quarry face, and proper interpretation
and management of the site is essential in
allowing people to understand the realities
of quarrying. Economic history and social
history can be combined in the interpretation
of such sites. An opportunity also exists to
link the Sleeps Hill quarries and tunnels
to the larger history of the Adelaide to
Nairne railway.
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5 Magpie Creek Ruin, Sturt Gorge

Recreation Park
Robert Stone

S PART OF THE Hills Face Zone survey ofA the Sturt Gorge Recreation Park, the ruin
of a small domestic cottage was located near
Magpie Creek. The ruin is a single story stone
building of at least two rooms and three
chimneys, an unusual design for a colonial
cottage. The origin of the cottage remains an
enigma and little is known about the builder
of the cottage, despite extensive research.

Located in Section 19, Hundred of
Adelaide, Bellevue Heights in the City of
Mitcham at the juncture of two small
tributaries to the Sturt River, the largest being
Magpie Creek (see Plate 3). Access to the site
is via Shepherds Hill Road then onto Ashmore
and Montgomery Roads. The first section of
the park is Montgomery Reserve, owned by
the City of Mitcham. This leads into the Sturt
Gorge Recreation Park which is crown land
managed by the South Australian Department
for Environment and Planning. There is
no indication of a boundary between the
two parks.

The ruins are approximately 1-1.5 km from
the end of Montgomery Road, a walk of some
twenty minutes. There is a clearly delineated
path that crosses at least two small tributaries
of the Sturt River (Plate 1).

The site is moderately wooded with trees
indigenous to the area but there are also
a large number of exotic species encroaching
on the area, in particular, olive, broom
bush, African Daisy, English Ash, cape tulip
and sparaxis.

HISTORICAL BACKGROUND

A Reconnaissance Survey Map of the area
prepared by W.H. Edmunds in 1926 (Figure
5.1) indicates that there was a small dwelling
owned by the Mansons in the area which
appears to be located in, or adjacent to, the
Sturt Gorge Recreation Park. Section maps
obtained from the Land Titles Office were used
in an endeavour to place Edmunds’ Manson
house in Section 19 where it is considered that
the Magpie Creek ruin is located. Edmunds
indicated that there was a access road leading
from Shepherds Hill Road to the Manson
house and there is evidence of a macadam
roadway two hundred metres from the
entrance to Montgomery Reserve.

Land title records show that Section 19
was transferred from the Crown to William

Waters in 1849 via a Memorandum of Title.
This was subsequently sold to Charles Trott in
1857 who owned the land until his death in
1880. There was a succession of owners until
Jane Manson purchased Section 19 on 24
August 1920. Jane Manson died in 1930 and
F.G. Manson administered the land until 1941
when the title was transferred to him. It was
then transferred to F.G. Mason, M.A. Manson
and L.F.K. Manson in 1949.

P.G. and L.K.K. Manson, who are
described as dairymen, acquired some 265
acres of land in Sections 17,18,19,30 and 31 in
September 1965 (see Plate 3). Seventy-nine
acres were in Section 19.

The area was acquired by the Government
in 1965 when the area was subdivided and,
following complaints about the noise and
destruction of the area by trail bike riders,
the then minister responsible for parks and
gardens, Mr Broomhill, declared the Sturt
Gorge a Recreation Park on Thursday
4 October 1973.

HERITAGE SURVEYS

Title search

With the aid of the current road map of the
area (1996 UBD Map 154, E10), and section

maps obtained from the land titles office plus
observations of the actual location of the
dwelling, Section 19 in the Hundred of
Adelaide was identified as the grid location of
the ruin.

Endeavouring to identify the ownership of
sections 19, 20, 30 and 31 by searching the
original Memorial of Titles for of the first
allocations in 1849 and working to the present
day proved unsuccessful. A second, and more
profitable approach was to search the records
at the Land Titles Offices and superimpose
both the more recent property transfers and
the boundaries of the Sturt Gorge recreation
Park onto the Edmunds’ 1926 map (Figure 5.1)
where the possible location of the ruin has
been identified by taking compass directions
from Mountbatten Road and observation of
the location of the tributaries. Using this
method Section 19 was then identified as that
containing the ruin. The Certificates of Title
issued in 18841 were then studied to trace the
ownership from that date to the time that it
was acquired by the government.

Section 19 was owned by Charles Trott

Figure 5.1 Edited section showing Sturt Gorge, from W.H. Edmunds’ Topographic Map,
Glenelg to Clarendon. 1940. Magpie Creek is marked as Blackwood Gully.

SOURCE  State Library of South Australia

1 Real Properties Act passed into law in 1861.
Transfer of title was not automatic; application had
to be made to bring property under the Act.
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Figure 5.2 Floor plan of the Magpie Creek ruin. SOURCE  R.M. Stone 2002

Figure 5.3 Eastern wall and one chimney of main room. SOURCE  R.M. Stone 2002

from 1857 until his death in 1880. He also
owned land in Sections 1050, part Section
1049 (Plate 3). Section 19 and Part Section
1042, comprising some 155 acres, were
transferred for auction in 1881. It would
appear from his will that his house was in one
of these two sections as the proceeds were to
be divided among his children. This is the only
reference to Section 19 and a house.

CT 446/75, under the Real Property Act of
1861, comprising some 80 acres was issued in
1884 to Messrs Miller, Buik and Holmen, who
were described as Gentlemen of Adelaide.
After a succession of owners the property was
transferred to Jane Manson on 24 August
1920. On her death in 1930, the property was
administered by P.G. Manson, a dairyman,
until it was transferred to him in 1941 under a
new CT 1782/162. Later the title was
transferred to P.G.M., M.A., and L.F.K.
Manson in 1949.

CT 1782/162 was amalgamated with
property in Section 17,19,30 and 31 and new
titles CT 3366/136 and CT 3355/44 were
issued.

In 1965, the area covered by CT 446/75,
later 1782/162, was transferred to the City of
Mitcham. 3366/136 and CT 3355/44, were
issued. CT 3366/136 was sold to land
developers, C.A. and F.J. Sergeant and was
subdivided under new titles CT 3402/39-48.
The transfer of land to the council for open
space would have been a requirement for
subdivision.

Archaeological status

As the history of ownership of the building is

important for its historical status, so too is the
design and construction technique. Just as a
search of the land title was important, so is a
clear understanding of the original design of
the building and its comparison with
contemporary structures.

The outer walls of the ruin are such that a
reasonably accurate floor plan was able to be
drawn (Figure 5.2).

The height of the standing walls ranges up
to approximately 1.2 metres (Figure 5.3). There
are two distinct rooms, the larger having two
chimneys with possibly two external doors.
There is no evidence that there was a dividing
wall in the larger room between the two

chimneys to make two rooms. It is not possible
to determine how many windows there were or
their positions2 (Figure 5.3).

The second smaller room also has a
chimney (Figure 5.4) and one external door, the
approximate position of which is shown on the
floor plan (Figure 5.2). There is no connecting
door between the two rooms.

There is evidence that the building was
erected in two stages. The first was the large
room with the two chimneys and with a low
wall, possibly a retaining wall, protruding
from the northern wall (Figure 5.2). The
evidence for this is threefold. Firstly, the lower
section of the wall is tied into the main section
of the building and is built of what appears to
be sandstone. This has now weathered.
Secondly, the upper section of the wall is built
out of a quartzite and there is a clear division
between the two sections (Figure 5.5). This is
the only example of a straight mortar line as
the building is of random rubble construction.
Thirdly, there is no adjoining door between
the two rooms.

Examples of early two-roomed cottages all
have an adjoining door and, while this may
have been a feature peculiar to the use of this
building, construction, stone type would
suggest a second construction phase.

The walls of the structure are of a regular
thickness with evidence of painted plaster on
the interior walls. The interiors of the
chimneys are also plastered but there is no
evidence of charcoal on the surfaces. There is
evidence that interior plastered walls were
painted a red/brown colour.
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Figure 5.4 Eastern wall and chimney of small room. SOURCE  R.M. Stone 2002

2 The house (Bourke and Smith, 2004:72) on the pea
farm and factory on Main South Road, O’Halloran
Hill is a typical primitive design as described by
Boyd (1961:8) and the extensions also follow exactly
his definition.

There is a further stone structure some
twelve metres from the main building. This
could possibly be an outside toilet, but given
the proximity to the intersection of two creeks,
it is more likely to be a hand pump to supply
regular water for the house.

In an endeavour to establish an
approximate date for the building, comparison
was made of the architectural design and
construction techniques of other early South
Australian buildings, especially the chimneys.
Note was also made of ruins in other regions
visited as part of the Hills Face Zone Project.

HERITAGE STATUS

The problem with establishing heritage status
is to determine the significance of a place and
from there to formulate a management plan.
The value of a cultural or historical place can
be initially defined as the capacity or potential
of the place to demonstrate or symbolise, or
contribute to the understanding of, or
appreciation of, the human story (Pearson and
Sullivan, 1998:7). In part, Article 1.2 of the
Burra Charter states that cultural significance
means:

… historic… social value for past, present and future
generations and that it is embodied in the place
itself-which includes its fabric, setting, use,
associations, related places and related objects.

The building is located in an area that was
important for the livelihood of early Adelaide.
The Sturt River precinct was important for
early herding, market gardens and vineyards
(Dolling, 1981:45). The purpose and design of
the cottage in Sturt Gorge Recreation Park has

interest because of its insight into activity in
the valley.

The building itself has heritage status
because of its unique design; it does not follow
the usual design for a shepherd or labourers
hut despite its primitive design (Connah,
1993:74)2 and random rubble construction.
Although the building does not appear to have
brick or shaped stone quoins, nevertheless the
design would suggest that it was purpose built
for a particular person or function. It is an
example of another early cottage design and
therefore has important status.

Literature search

The majority of the literature on early colonial
building design and construction tends to
concentrate of the two ends of the spectrum.
The hardships of the early settlers in bark
cottages at one end (Stone and Garden
l985:17, 21, 33, 38, 49) and the stately
mansions at the other. Also, the discussion on
the topic is skewed toward buildings in New
South Wales and, to a lesser extent, Tasmania.

Boyd (1961:8) describes a primitive
cottage as one consisting of two rooms, one
slightly longer than the other with a single
chimney at one end. (Figure 5.6). He goes on to
say that in South Australia the cottage would
be provided with a verandah. There was no
evidence of a verandah on the Magpie Creek

ruin but as they were usually of timber
construction it can be assumed that one could
have been there . Boyd (1961:8) also says that
the two-room dwelling was frequently
extended by adding two rooms out the back
matching the front verandah profile. One of
the two rooms usually formed the kitchen, the
other the children’s bedroom.

Stone and Garden (1982:22) point to the
features of early miners’ cottages in Western
Australia which show construction of random
rubble, wooden verandah in the front of the
house, and chimneys at the end, the hip, and
one on the side of the house.

The Magpie Creek cottage does not follow
the extension format described by Boyd, but
this could be due to the terrain where the hill
rises from the back of the house, hence the
speculation that there was retaining wall on
the north side of the house which was later use
for the northern extension.

Berry and Gilbert (1981:6), in describing
early stone cottages, state that many had two
rooms with only one external door and a
chimney at the end of the building. Another
feature of buildings in the mid-nineteenth
century was that the walls were bedding with
pug clay and covered with lime wash. They
also say that the floor of the main rooms was
often unsquared stone but other floors were of
rammed earth.

The Magpie Creek ruin does not fit the
standard design characteristics of a nineteenth
century two-room cottage. Indications are that
it was only one room but with two chimneys in
the eastern wall. The stones are bedded with
lime mortar while the walls were plastered and
painted and not covered in limewash. It is not
possible to conclusively determine the surface
of the floors of cottage but inside the southern
door way was evidence of a stone floor.

The history of early population of South
Australia meant that the design of early
cottages was not as rigid as suggested by Boyd
(1961:8) and Connah (1993:73). Immigrants
to South Australia brought their culture with
them, including their building design and
construction techniques. Berry and Gilbert
(1981:6) suggest that the design of some early
cottages were influenced by the Scottish
crofter’s cottage, so an examination of other
styles and influences may give a clue to the
date and origins of Magpie Creek cottage.

Polish immigrants influenced houses in
the 1860s and 1870s in Polish Hill River. The
early cottages were constructed of rubble with
mud mortar, with stone corner stones or
quoins and were divided into two rooms with

Magpie Creek Ruin, Sturt Gorge Recreation Park
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Figure 5.5 Eastern wall of the two rooms showing the later additions to the northern
retaining wall. Dividing wall between the two rooms at rights angles to the
eastern wall.

SOURCE  R.M. Stone 2002

3 Manson’s house has been identified adjacent to
University Way since this paper was written.

one external door. A common feature was a
massive corner chimney that was used for
cooking, baking and heating (Watson-Sharp,
1983:140). An example of this was seen in
Woolshed Gully of Waterfall Gully.

In 1848 the first miners’ cottages were
built in Kadina using Cornish labour, which
were also constructed of random rubble with
squared quoin stones. Again pug mortar was
used and the inside was rendered with lime
mortar. The early floors were again ash and
clay mixture (Watson-Sharp, 1983:134).
However, the chimney was built on the
sidewall and protruded into the house. This
feature was seen in the ruins of a house in
Gandy’s Gully (this is on land currently owned
by Boral Resources Ltd. (See Volume 4, this
series).

Another example of early small cottages
had the chimney in the centre of an end wall or
where there were there fireplaces in the two
rooms, it was usually for the chimney(s) to exit
from the hip of the roof.

The Magpie Creek cottage does not follow
any of the standard mid-nineteenth century
cottage designs. The construction is of random
rubble, lime mortar and painted plaster and
while there is possible evidence of brick quoins
in the front, the internal corners could not be
classified as squared.

HERITAGE SURVEY RESULTS

The area which is now the Sturt Gorge
Recreation Park has an important part in the

early history of the development of South
Australia. From 1849 the land was owned by
farmers and, for short periods, gentlemen and
agents. The land has been used predominantly
for grazing and there is no evidence of
cropping or horticulture in the region.
Horticulture was the predominant activity on
properties slightly further down the gully
(Dolling, 1981:140).

The longest periods of ownership were by
Charles Trott, 1859-1880, and the Manson
family, 1920-1965, when Section 19 was
transferred to the government as ‘open space’,
which was a requirement for subdivisions.

After studying the various documents in
the Land Titles Office and other evidence, it is
concluded that the Magpie Creek ruin was not
the Manson house shown in Edmunds’ 1926
map (Figure 5.1). If the map is accurate, then
the ruin is south of the railway bridge on
Shepherds Hill Road, while the Manson house
is in a more westerly direction and would place
it nearer University Way3.

The position of the access track is also
interesting. The location of the macadam track
is approximately where the boundary of the
Mountbatten Reserve and Sturt Gorge
Recreation park would be. The pathway to the
Manson house off Shepherds Hill Road exits
further west of the path to the ruin and
approximates the current road.

Edmunds’ 1926 map (Figure 5.1) does not
show the Magpie Creek ruins, which could
indicate that the ruin was just that at that time
and hence was not occupied by Jane Manson,
and therefore was probably abandoned prior
to her acquisition. According to Charles Trott’s
will, he had a reasonably large family. He
mentions bequests to three of his children
with the remainder of the estate, which
included Section 19, to be sold and divided
amongst his sons and daughters. It can be
assumed that at the time of his death, the ruin
was no longer the family home. Given the
number of offspring, the reason for the
building extension and its abandonment is
understandable.

Turning to the design of the house, it is not
the bark house of a peasant, nor is it a hastily
built structure, and the use of random stone
construction should not be considered
substandard. It was well-constructed, with
a constant thickness of the walls and chimneys
of almost identical dimensions. The house
almost certainly had a timber verandah across
the front; however, the need for two doors and
two chimneys in the main room is one of the
many questions associated with the design
of the ruin (Figure 5.2). Did this mean that
there was a timber partition between the two,
which in itself would have been an uncommon
feature in a stone structure? In the main room,
was one chimney used for cooking and the
other general heating? What in fact were the
spatial dynamics of this unusually-designed
house? If the southern door does not in fact
turn out to be a door, this adds to the
complexity of the spatial dynamics – for
example, why wasn’t the door in the centre?
What was the configuration of the windows?

The extension to the house was obviously
constructed to accommodate the extending
family, but what was its use? Boyd (1961:8)
suggested that the first extension of primitive
cottages was for a kitchen and children’s
bedroom. This could have been either. The
chimney in the extension has similar
dimensions to the other two and therefore
could have been the new kitchen, with the
other room purely as living space. Given
that it had private exterior access and was
plastered and painted, it could have been the
parents’ bedroom, with the main room for
cooking, general living space and children’s
bedroom. However, no matter the amount
of speculation, currently there is no evidence
to identify its actual use. This is not helped
by the absence of any outbuildings. Given that
it was a reasonably large family, there must
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Figure 5.6 Floor plan of  ‘primitive cottage’. SOURCE  Boyd 1961:8

4 Already trees are damaging the remaining walls,
especially the southern wall. An attempt has been
made to stabilise the walls by mortaring the tops,
but this needs to be done professionally. Distinct
mortar type and colour should be used to
distinguish it from the original mortar.

5 As noted above, the area was proclaimed a
recreation park after residents complained about
the activities of trail bikes. Today the problem is
mountain bikes. While surveying the ruins in
Randall Park, which was part of the HFZ project, it
was observed that mountain bike riders were using
one of the remaining outbuilding walls as a jumping
platform. During the survey of the Sturt Gorge
Recreation Park, it was noted that mountain bike
riders used a path adjacent to the ruin. Once the
trees surrounding the ruins are removed, the east
wall would also become a jumping platform, hence
the need for the wooden barricade.

Magpie Creek Ruin, Sturt Gorge Recreation Park

have been adjacent laundry, bathroom and
toilet facilities.

Would further investigation help in
understanding the use of the building?
A number of exploratory excavation trenches
may provide answers, and with minimal
impact on the structure, may help locate
certain features – for example the position
of the doorway in small room, whether there
was a second door in the large room and
whether there was a partition dividing the
large room. Excavations may also help to
establish the floor surface.

Further inspection of the front of the
building may answer the question whether
there was a verandah and closer inspection of
the environs may identify the presence of any
outbuildings.

CONCLUSIONS AND
RECOMMENDATIONS

The ruin is associated with the early rural
development of the Sturt River Gorge and with
prominent people of the region. Even after
Section 19 was transferred to the government,
both the Manson and Trott families continued
to be associated with the region. The ruin was
almost certainly the first home of Charles Trott
after he purchased Section 19. It was well-
constructed and was of unique design. Unique
design was not the sole province of stately
homes; it could also be embodied in more
modest dwellings.

The unique design, while not providing
too many answers at this stage, does raise
questions about domestic arrangements and
the use of space. The design does not appear to
fit the common layout, especially the position

of the two chimneys in the large room. Even
the extension does not conform to the design
of the day. It could be expected that a chimney
in the third room would have been placed in
the end wall. Was it aesthetics, the need for
consistency, or was it that they were
accustomed to that position and did not want
to change?

The primitive bark houses of the early
colonialists as depicted by Stone and Garden
(1982.20) were small with a single central door
and one room. Living conditions were harsh
and very simple. The floor plan of Boyd’s
primitive cottage (Figure 5.6) also had a single
door, one chimney and, in the first phase of
construction, had two rooms. The accepted
pattern of extension also differed to Boyd’s
thesis (1961:8, also Connah, 1993:73). The
argument for the standard initial design and
extensions was based on family structure and
use of domestic space. This standard pattern of
behaviour does not appear to fit the case of the
Magpie Creek ruin.

Despite the fact that there are unanswered
questions concerning the design and use of
the house, the ruins warrant preservation on
these grounds:
• an association with early rural development

within the Sturt Gorge;

• an association with early prominent families
in the region (Dolling, 1981); and

• a unique architectural design and its impact
on spatial use and family dynamics.

The conservation and management of a
ruin that is isolated and which may not
engender a deal of public enthusiasm is a
challenge. There must be a commitment to the
need for conservation of the ruin and this will

only come from knowledge of its historic
significance. A minimal plan for the
conservation and management of the ruin
would include:
• placing the ruin on the City of Mitcham

Local Heritage Register;
• clearing the immediate site of all

vegetation4;
• the area surrounding the ruin being cleared

of all exotic plants and the grass regularly
cut to give the impression that ‘someone
cares’. The building could be put under the
care of the Friends of the Sturt Gorge, or a
Bush Action Team that is sponsored by
Trees for Life;

• placing a timber enclosure around the well
to protect both it and the public;

• placing a timber barrier at least three metres
away from the entire length of the east wall5;
and

• placing a single interpretive sign near the
ruin detailing its history.

If an excavation did take place and a stone
floor was discovered, a section of this could be
left exposed. However, unless the excavations
revealed anything of structural or historical
importance, the trenches should be backfilled
so that they are unobtrusive.

It could be suggested that some effort be
made to restore the building by rebuilding the
walls with the stones that are in close
proximity to their probable original position.
This approach is not recommended as it would
not add to the structure and without the
original plans there is no certainty that they
would be an accurate reconstruction. Having
said that, excavation (especially of the areas
where the outline of the original walls is not
clearly designed) may result in a revision of the
proposed minimal management and
conservation plan.
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6 Magpie Creek Catchment
Virginia Manson

MAGINE A TIME when the people living inI Blackwood did not go shopping until the
stock had been driven from the Blackwood
railway station to the slaughter yards. In the
nineteenth and early twentieth centuries
Blackwood was considered to be a rural area,
and the Blackwood Station was a rural station
with stock yards close to the present recycling
depot. Stock were regularly unloaded into the
yards, then herded through the country town
to one of the two small slaughter yards or to
the farms of their new owners. The Jones
slaughter yard and many of these farms were
in the Magpie Creek catchment.

The Magpie Creek rises in Blackwood, now
a suburb of Adelaide, and is a tributary of
Sturt River. The sections containing the creek
catchment that pass through the Hills Face
Zone (sections 19, 1041, 1047 and 1048,
Hundred of Adelaide) are now known as the
Blackwood Hill Reserve and the Reconciliation
Park, two areas of open space that are
continuous with the Sturt Gorge Recreation
Park (Plates 1, 2, and 3).

Most of this catchment area was cleared
of vegetation during the nineteenth century
and used to graze stock. Today the Blackwood
Hill Reserve is being re-vegetated and provides
local recreation facilities. The Tom Roberts
Horse Trail is a popular riding trail and there
are well signposted walking trails through the
park that can be followed into the Sturt Gorge
Recreation Park. The suburbs bordering
Magpie Creek today are Blackwood, Bellevue
Heights and Craigburn.

This paper recounts the settlement
history of these sections and identifies the
ways in which the present cultural landscape
has been shaped by changing uses of the land
during the nineteenth and early twentieth
centuries. Blackwood Hill Reserve is now
included in the National Estate Register and is
recognised as an area of natural heritage
significance (refer to the Blackwood Hill
Reserve Blackwood brochure prepared by
Mitcham Local History Service).

ENVIRONMENT

The Magpie Creek catchment varies from
undulating to very steep, with evidence of
Sturt tillite outcropping along the steep sides
of the main valley. The small areas of flat land
are confined to the narrow valleys and ridge

tops. Murray Jones, a former owner of Sections
1047, 2204 and 1041, said that a detour along
the top of the rocky area above the creek in
section 1047 and then along a flatter ridge
provided access to water for horse drawn
vehicles.

The vegetation in the catchment is
described in the Sturt Gorge Report, this
volume. Although isolated areas of native
understorey remain in association with
Eucalyptus microcarpa, most of the area has
been cleared. The Magpie Creek catchment
was a source of wattle bark used for tanning
hides and the area was cleared for grazing
sheep and cattle. Most of the catchment is now
invaded by feral plant species.

Re-vegetation with native grasses and
wattles is taking place along the Magpie creek
trail in sections 1048 and 1047, and the
following detailed sign recorded by Maggy
Ragless and Virginia Manson in January 2004
provides information about a recent re-
vegetation program and past erosion of the
area, partly resulting from the subdivision of
land around Clematis Drive and Trevor
Terrace.

 Before 18 June 2001: Overland flow from
upper section of Blackwood Hill reserve was
collected behind houses on Clematis Drive and
directed down the Magpie Gully Creek. This

resulted in gully erosion on the southern slope
near the creek. This site was cleared of woody
weed i.e. Olive, Desert Ash, in 1999.

After 14 November 2001: Rehabilitation
works include extensive re-vegetation with
indigenous tube stock (Grey Box, Kangaroo
Thorn and Juncus spp) to stabilise small
gullies and reduce overland flow by increasing
infiltration into the soil. Sediment traps have
been installed using straw bales to infill small
gullies and reduce the amount of sediment
entering the creek. Kangaroo grass is being
promoted to stabilise the soil and reduce
further weed invasion.

Before 18 June 2001: Gully forming near
the creek, a concentration of overland flow
into one area combined with a lack of
vegetation contributed to gully erosion.

After 14 November 2001: Sediment trap –
a straw bale sediment trap in the same
location (as above) has already collected 150-
200 mm of silt, which will assist to infill small
gullies. Areas built up with sediment can then
be stabilised with native plants. (Funding from
Natural Heritage Trust, SA Urban Forest
Biodiversity program, Patawalonga
Catchment Water Management Board, City
of Mitcham, Blackwood Primary School).

There are some small waterholes in the
upper Magpie creek area indicative of small

Figure 6.1 The cottage on Section 1047. SOURCE  Murray Jones
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Figure 6.2 The Jones’ slaughterhouse. SOURCE  Murray Jones

1 Detailed land tenure information is available from
the author.

2 Land tenure information held by the Mitcham
Heritage Research Centre.

spring activity. The vegetation along the ridge
is sparse with Eucalyptus microcarpa and
denser understorey plants found along the
riparian zone. Evidence of settlement is
provided by the profusion of white lilies
scattered along the creek.

HISTORICAL BACKGROUND

The first grants of Country Sections in
this area were during the 1850s. From that
time until the last two-three decades most
of the land in the Magpie Creek catchment
was continuously used for grazing cattle
and sheep1.

Section 19

The following is a brief summary of early land
tenure for this section:

1849 October 1 – Land Grant Section 19 for £80 to
William Waters farmer of Sturt of 80 acres.

1856 October 13 – Indenture between William
Waters farmer of Sturt and J.A. Morris bootmaker
of Adelaide and G. Rankine for £380… To hold the
said Section of Land hereditaments and premises
with the appurtenances unto the said J.A. Morris &
G.H. Rankine.

1856 October 14 – Mortgaged for £380 & interest
from W. Waters to Joseph Abraham Morris
bootmaker of Adelaide and George Rankine
Licensed Victualler of Hilton.

1857 October 14 – from Joseph A Morris & Geo.
Rankine to Charles Trott of £20 for £380 & interest.

 Application 19492, later LTO 412/29

Charles Trott was granted this Section in
1857 and is thought to have built a small
house, now known as the Magpie Creek ruin
(pers. com. Milton Trott). This house was
flooded soon after it was built and Charles
Trott moved to a new house in Wade Street,
Eden Hills. See the report The Magpie Creek
Ruin, this volume.

The land tenure history of this section is
remarkable for the number of land transfers
and the speculators who invested in it.2

Charles Trott died on 6 August 1880, aged
65 years. He was predeceased by his wife
Hannah who had died on 5 January 1872 aged
53 years and by his daughter who died in
1872. (Detailed information about the Trott
family is available from the Mitcham Heritage
Research Centre).

Part Section 1042

Located between the hills railway line and
Shepherds Hill Road, this section has a diverse

history. The Hoffman kiln, imported from
Germany to supply bricks for the tunnels
along the new railway through the Adelaide
hills, was built on this section in 1879. This is
described in the report The Hills Railway, this
volume.

The Anglican church built Karyina, a
hostel for sisters of the Anglican Church, on
this section adjacent to Shepherds Hill Road.
This was also used as an inebriates retreat for
women. Karyina returned to the Crown and
became a home for Aboriginal girls in 1944.
Over the next two decades approximately 350
Aboriginal children were housed here. The last
remnants of the home were demolished in
1977 and today the Reconciliation Park,
containing sculptures by Silvio Appollo, is
dedicated to the Aboriginal people who
suffered as members of the stolen generation.
The first reconciliation event in Australia was
held here in 1997.

Section 1047 and section 2204

The early land tenure of section 1047 is as
follows:
• 1852 – conveyance from John Crothers,

bachelor, farmer of Sturt to Philip Webber
farmer of the Upper Sturt for £60. Philip
Webber is recorded as having had a house
and 28 acres by 1853/1854. (Mitcham
Council Rate Assessments).

• 1855 – Conveyance from Philip Webber
farmer of the Upper Sturt to John Clark
farmer of the township of Darlington for
£150 – “together with all houses, outhouses,
ways, paths, passages rights members and
appurtenance thereunto.”

• 1856 – Conveyance from John Clark to
Thomas Elsegood.

In 1880 Thomas Elsegood sold this section to
Sydney and George Firth gentlemen of
Adelaide.The property changed hands

Magpie Creek Catchment
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Figure 6.3 Picture of Wittunga.
SOURCE  Mitcham Heritage Research Centre, Blackwood Biography File 11 – Ashby

3 Murray Jones named this street after his eldest
son, Trevor.

several times before being purchased by the
Jones family:

• 1923 – State Bank of SA to William Arthur
Conlon, returned soldier of Blackwood who
transferred it on the same day to Alison,
wife of William Archibald Jones, butcher of
Blackwood.

• 1950 – Alison Jones transferred the land to
her two sons, Edwin Keltie and William
Murray Jones both butchers of Blackwood.

Thomas and
Esther Elsegood

The barque China of 658 tons, sailed from
Plymouth on 26 July, 1852 and arrived at Port
Adelaide on 12 November 1852. On board
were Thomas Elsegood aged 38 and his wife
Esther Elsegood aged 35. Their children,
Robert (14), John (12), Israel (8) and Elizabeth
(3) were with them. Thomas and Esther
Elsegood were the great-great-grandparents of
the author.

Thomas Elsegood purchased Section 1047
(36 acres) from John Clark in 1856 for £200
and at that time he was described as a “farmer
of Marion on Sturt”. By 1881 he owned 36
acres and a five roomed house, Figure 6.1
(Mitcham Council Assessment Books).

The Jones family

The Jones family purchased section 1047 in
1923 and the property became the centre of
their butchering business for the next thirty
years. Stock grazed on this section and their

adjoining section 2204 to the south west was
used as a cropping paddock.

The Jones family lived in the house in the
corner of section 1047 (built by Philip Webber
and Thomas Elsegood) from 1923 to 1932. The
house faced down the gully to the west, with
the back facing what is now Trevor Terrace3.
Murray Jones recalls that there was a
pomegranate tree, a plum tree and a mulberry
tree in the garden and an underground tank.
The house had stone walls with a back lean-to
kitchen/laundry and back verandah. The
house was surrounded by a fence to keep
Ashby’s cows out of the garden. There was a
small gate which opened to a path leading to
the slaughterhouse.

The iron slaughterhouse was built in 1930
on Trevor Terrace at the end of Cumming
Street. This area is now the Blackwood Hill
Reserve Football oval (Figure 6.2).

The animals were bought at Gepps Cross
Abattoirs, cattle on Monday and sheep on
Wednesday. The cattle were delivered on
Tuesdays and sheep on Thursdays. The local
people did not go shopping until the stock had
been driven from the Blackwood railway
station to the slaughter yards as it was
considered too dangerous to go on the roads.
There are stories of fences being knocked
down and cattle having to be shot in people’s
yards when they became uncontrollable.
Murray Jones also recalled the story of a lady
who was so shocked at seeing cattle on the
road that she ran away, leaving the baby in the
pram, and Murray had to dismount from his
horse to return the pram and baby to her.

There was also a small cottage on the
adjacent section 2204 and a relative of Murray
Jones, Virginia (Daisy) Winn, who owned a
butcher shop in Coromandel Valley, used to
deliver meat to this house – carried in a pack-
saddle on her horse (pers. com. Murray Jones).

Alison Jones divested her interest in the
property in 1950 to her sons and it was
acquired by the City of Mitcham for open
space in 1965.

Section 1048

A Country Section of 74 acres was granted to
George Deane Sismey of Adelaide on
December 9, 1850. Sismey soon sold his land
to Daniel Whitehorn, farmer of Upper Sturt,
for £100 on October 11 1851:

… together with all timber and minerals thereon
and thereunder and all ways paths, passages, rights
privileges and appurtenances to the said section
of land and premises herein before expressed
and intended to be hereby released belonging
or in anywise…

Section 1048 ran from the top of the ridge,
now Shepherds Hill Road, south in line with
Northcote Road to the Magpie Creek and east
to what is now Trevor Terrace. The section
changed owners a number of times during the
nineteenth and early twentieth century and
included Charles Trott and Edwin Ashby. Trott
is first referred to as having the use of the land
in an Indenture dated July 9, 1869.

Edwin Ashby purchased Section 1048 in
1902. He migrated to Australia from Surrey,
England, in 1888 and was a land and estate
agent, well-known naturalist, peace-worker
and Quaker. One of his daughters, Alison, was
a noted botanical artist. Mr Ashby named his
property Wittunga and cultivated an extensive
collection of South African plants on the ridge
adjacent to the Shepherds Hill Road. The
Wittunga garden was donated by his son Keith
Ashby and family to the Adelaide Botanic
Gardens in 1965 and was officially opened to
the public in September 1975.

Mr Ashby grazed cattle on most of the
section and had a small dam, now a dip in
Trevor Terrace. Murray Jones recalled that
when Mr Ashby wanted to shift his cattle from
his Brighton Parade property (section 2201) to
his Trevor Terrace property, he would have to
check the train times with the railways to
ensure that they would not disrupt the trains,
or be hit by a train (pers. com. Murray Jones).

A ruin was remember located near Trevor
Terrace, and Virginia (Daisy) Winn, who
owned a butcher shop in Coromandel Valley,
also used to deliver meat to this house (pers.
com. Murray Jones). Much of Section 1048 is
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outside of the Hills Face Zone and is now
subdivided or is part of the Wittunga Garden.
Some open space remains along Magpie
Creek and forms a part of the Blackwood
Hill Reserve.

HERITAGE SURVEY

Research

Murray Jones, a former owner of Section 1047,
and his wife Melva were contacted about the
history of their property. They visited the site
of the former Jones family house and were
interviewed there on 24 February, 2004. They
were able to provide a great deal of historical
information about their butchering business
and the adjacent land in the Magpie Creek
area. Maggy Ragless (Mitcham Community
Historian) assisted with the surveys in the
Magpie Creek valley and with the site surveys.
Archival research was undertaken at the
Mitcham Heritage Research Centre and Land
Titles Office.

Field surveys

Two field surveys were undertaken with
Maggy Ragless and Pam Smith (Department of
Archaeology, Flinders University), to identify
the sites of the two ruins referred to above.

Cottage,
Section 1047

Preliminary survey was undertaken by Maggy
Ragless and Virginia Manson in January 2004.
Some brick paving and a cement floor were
visible. Discussions with Melva and Murray
Jones on site on 24 February 2004 confirmed
that this area was a recent addition possibly
built by Mr S.C. Stidson. It is likely that the
concrete was a base for an additional water
tank, which he would have needed after the
slaughter yard closed. Murray and Melva Jones
also confirmed that the house had been nearer
to Trevor Terrace and identified a slab of
concrete believed to have been the back door
step. This was the only surface evidence of the
former west-facing illustrated in Figure 6.1.

Cottage,
Section 2204

A small cottage is also known to have existed
on Section 2204 on the northern side of
the access road constructed for the building
of the Sturt Gorge dam. A survey of the area
was undertaken. Two small benches in the
slope of the hill were located, but there was
no material evidence that this had been a
house site.

CONCLUSION

The Magpie Creek catchment is continuous
with the Sturt Gorge and was an important
source of water, shelter and food for the
Kaurna people. Whilst researching this paper
it has been interesting to note the diversity of
land owners following European settlement
and to speculate about their differing visions.
Many property speculators took up land
grants in this area and sold them almost
immediately. Property speculators frequently
feature in the land title history of most
sections.

The longer-term settlers came with a
vision of clearing the land, growing crops,
grazing sheep and cattle and establishing
orchards and gardens. Few of their cottages
remain.

The Blackwood Hill Reserve and Magpie
Creek catchment is now notable for its natural
heritage values and its important role as a
buffer zone between urban development and
the Sturt Gorge.

Although the evidence of the earlier
grazing and butchering industries is now
slight, the cultural heritage of the area is of
local interest. The area is another example of
how colonial cultural landscapes in the Hills
Face Zone are being re-evaluated and re-
vegetated as natural landscapes.
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7 The Sturt Gorge
Pam Smith, Erinna Dennis and Gordon de Rose

RCHAEOLOGICAL EVIDENCE of militaryA exercises, mining, a pastoral enterprise
and a squatter were among the historic sites
recorded in the Sturt Gorge by the Hills Face
Zone Cultural Heritage Project. These sites
have remained undisturbed in the gorge
largely because of the protection provided by
the Hills Face Zone legislation and by the
declaration of the gorge as a recreation park.
The interpretation of these sites through this
project has also provided rare insights into
little known aspects of South Australia’s social
history, and in particular, the visit of Lord
Kitchener to Adelaide, the Depression, and
World War II. This diversity of archaeological
evidence supports the conclusion of this
report, that the Sturt Gorge should be
considered a significant landscape both for its
natural and cultural heritage values.

Now, in 2005, most of the Sturt Gorge is
within the Sturt Gorge Recreation Park1, that
is, Sections 625 and 674 in the Hundred of
Adelaide and Sections 1549, 1556 and 1561 in
the Hundred of Noarlunga (originally surveyed
as Sections 28, 29, 68-71, 79 and 80 in the
Hundreds of Adelaide and Noarlunga). The
location of Sturt Gorge is shown on Plate 1. An
edited historic topographic map of the
Mitcham Hills, including the Sturt Gorge,
prepared by W.H. Edmunds in 1926 is shown
in Plate 2, and a map showing the Land Grants
in the Mitcham Council area and prepared by
Maggy Ragless is shown in Plate 3.

The land north of the Sturt River is within
the Mitcham Council area and the land south
of the Sturt River is within the Onkaparinga
Council area. A small area of the Magpie Creek
catchment was included in the field survey,
which commenced at Mountbatten Avenue,
Bellevue Heights. This section was in Mitcham
Council’s Blackwood Reserve (refer also to the
report Blackwood Reserve, this volume).

The Sturt Gorge is listed on the South
Australian Heritage Register. According to the
statement of significance it is listed for the
contribution the geological formation known
as the Sturt Tillite made to understanding the
Precambrian glacial and its contribution to
geological education and research. It is also the
habitat of a rare skink (Australian Heritage
Places Inventory).

HISTORICAL BACKGROUND

Indigenous heritage

The Sturt Gorge is within the traditional land
of the Kaurna people and the Kaurna Heritage
Committee was consulted about Indigenous
heritage in the gorge. It is believed that the
Kaurna name for the Sturt River was
Warriparri, as Captain Barker referred to the
renaming of a river called Warriparri by the
Aborigines as the Sturt, after Captain Sturt
(Martin 1987:16).

European colonisation

The earliest documentation of Sturt Gorge
following European colonisation in 1836
appears in the 1837 records of Colonel
William Light. In that year he erected a 20 foot
flagstaff close to the western end of the Sturt
Gorge as a trig point for his Trigonometrical
Survey of the Adelaide Plains2. The division of
the Adelaide Plains into Country Sections was
based on this Trigonometrical Survey and was
completed during 1838, at which time Light
presented his resignation to the South
Australian Company amid much controversy.
The first map of his survey was published by
John Arrowsmith, London, in 1839.

Prior to the Trigonometrical Survey and
the recognition of the geographic barrier the
Sturt Gorge presented, a straight road running
directly to the south had been proposed. This
was corrected by a detour around the gorge
along the route of the present South Road
through Darlington and over Tapley’s Hill3.
The Sections in this region were surveyed
during December, 1838, and the surveyors’
base camp was located on the Sturt River close
to where the river leaves the gorge and enters
the plain. The location of the camp was
described by the surveyor James Hawker:

In the beginning of December 1838, a large
survey camp was formed on the opposite side
of the Sturt River, a little to the left of the present
bridge crossing the river on the South Main road
just before reaching the foot of Tapley’s Hill.
Mr J.W. McLaren was in command as senior
surveyor.

Hawker 1899:35

 Sturt Gorge was named after the explorer
Captain Charles Sturt, who was appointed the
Surveyor General of South Australia in April
1839. The first landowner in the gorge was
Archibald Jaffrey who purchased Sections 29,
68, 69, 79 and 393 on October 29, 1849. He
later purchased a further 63 hectares (Sections
70 and 71) on April 18, 1850 and 32 hectares
(Section 80) on November  21, 1850 (National

1 Although not all of the gorge is within the Hills
Face Zone.

2 Light’s 1837 trig point is now commemorated by a
memorial 100m to the west in a reserve adjacent to
Flagstaff Hill Road, Flagstaff Hill.

Figure 7.1 Lunch break during the survey of the Sturt Gorge. SOURCE  HFZCHP 2002

3 The powerlines and the Section boundaries follow
the original route south across the Sturt Gorge.
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Figure 7.2 A 14 lb shell found in Sturt Gorge,
believed to have been left by
military training activities in 1912.

SOURCE  Mr Gordon de Rose

Figure 7.4 Red Cross vehicle on Shepherd’s
Hill Road during World War II.

SOURCE Mitcham Heritage Research Centre

Figure 7.3 An Army vehicle on Shepherd’s
Hill Road during World War II.

SOURCE  Mitcham Heritage Research Centre

4 Black’s Road was upgraded and widened during
2004 and Transport SA had planned to remove this
tree, now known locally as ‘Kitchener’s Tree’.
Consultations between this project, Transport SA
and the Onkaparinga Council resulted in the tree
being spared and a modification was made to the
road works proposal to allow for this.

Parks and Wildlife 1985:29). From May 1851
we know that Jaffrey leased the property to a
number of persons, most of whom used the
land for grazing cattle and sheep and after his
death in 1893 his children continued to lease
the property for grazing (National Parks and
Wildlife 1985:29). In May 1903, two hectares
of Section 80 were sold to Henry R. Adams and
the remaining Sections were sold to Charles
John Downer of Blackwood in November 1919.
Shortly after this transfer the Minister of
Repatriation purchased the property from
Downer for a settlement for discharged
soldiers and Edgar de Rose, recently returned
from World War I, was allocated almost all of
the land occupied by the present recreation
park. The family named the property the Sturt
Hills and, although they concentrated mainly
on sheep farming, a fertile section at southern
end of the property was leased for flax crops
during World War II and for peas and cereal
crops in subsequent years.

The de Rose family continued the pastoral
tradition and maintained a flock of up to 1200
sheep until bushfires during the 1960s and
depredations by local dogs forced them to sell
some of their property to developers. The
balance of their land, including the Sturt
Gorge, was purchased by the South Australian
National Parks and Wildlife Service in 1969.

A stone cottage, built for Mr Waymouth,
was located on Section 71 and Edgar de Rose
extended this cottage into the family home
occupied by the de Rose family for almost fifty
years. According to Gordon de Rose there had
also been a second cottage on the property to
the west of this house on the ridge close to
Spring Creek.

During the depression of the 1930s the de
Rose’s also cut timber from the eastern end of
the property and the wood was sold to
bakeries and brick makers. Wattle bark, used
for tanning hides, is also known to have been
collected along the length of the gorge and to
the fringe of Blackwood.

Mining

Two mines operated in the gorge. One,
promoted by land developers as the
Flagstaff Hill Gold mine, was a silver, lead
and zinc deposit south-west of the Sturt River
on Section 27. There is no record of who
operated this mine or when, but the deposit
was rediscovered in July 1961 when the
Engineering and Water Supply Department
was conducting test drillings in preparation
for the construction of the Sturt Flood Control
dam (National Parks and Wildlife 1985:30).

The origin of the second mine, the Sturt
Gorge copper-lead mine, is also unknown.
It was a long-abandoned mine when the de
Roses moved to the property, although it was
reopened in 1956 and worked then for about
six years (Mineral Claim No. 3719). It is on a
steep slope 56 metres above the river and
consisted of two adits (National Parks and
Wildlife 1985:30).

Lord Kitchener and
the events of 1910

It is known that Lord Kitchener was in
Australia to assess Australia’s military forces
around 1910 (Scott 1938:236). It is believed
that he visited South Australia at this time,
during which the army demonstrated its
preparedness to meet an invasion by staging
a mock battle and firing its artillery, 14 lb
bombs, in Sturt Gorge (pers. com. G. de Rose).

At this time Blacks Road, now a major
road, was a dirt track that ended close to the
present intersection with Botanic Avenue,
Flagstaff Hill and the demonstration is reputed
to have taken place at the end of Blacks Road.
Today there is an unprepossessing South
Australian Blue gum (Eucalyptus leucoxylon)
on the corner of Botanic Avenue and Blacks
Road, Flagstaff Hill, where Lord Kitchener is
reported to have sat in the shade and watched
this demonstration4.

The artillery fired their 14 lb shells
in the general direction of Blackwood and,

as a child, Gordon de Rose found remnants
from these shells scattered around the gorge
and the depressions made by the impact
of the shells remain visible throughout the
gorge. One of these shells is illustrated in
Figure 7.2.

World War I

Research into the Army Archives at the
Keswick barracks identified only one reference
to the Sturt River and that was reference was
to World War 1. It stated that the 43rd
battalion stationed at the Mitcham Army
camp in World War I used the ‘dry bed’ of the
Sturt River as a training area with a miniature
firing range (Colliver and Richardson 1920).

The Depression

During the Depression of the 1930s many
South Australians found themselves out of
work and with no income. A few also lost their
homes and had to live rough in tents and
shelters made from scrap iron and timber. It is
fortunate that Gordon de Rose was able to
draw on his childhood memories to provide
some information about the homeless people
who lived in Sturt Gorge during the
Depression. He recalled that one squatters’
camp along the creek in Sturt Gorge became
relatively permanent. Elements of that shelter
remain and were recorded during a site visit.

World War II

The de Rose property in Sturt Gorge was
commandeered by the Australian Army
during World War II and was used by the
military for training and as a defence position
against invasion. Military strategists at the
time reasoned that if the enemy were to invade

The Sturt Gorge
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Figure 7.5 The Sturt River where it passes
through a narrow section of the
Sturt Gorge.

SOURCE  HFZCHP 2002

South Australia they would land along the
south coast and travel along the South Road,
the main highway linking the southern coast
with the city of Adelaide. Sturt Gorge was
selected as an appropriate point of defence
because of its close proximity to the South
Road and its steep topography. Machine guns
were manned throughout the war and were
positioned so that main roads from the south
and from Glenelg were covered.

Gordon de Rose identified the locations
of the wireless operators, the mess huts and
officers’ accommodation on the southern
side of his family’s property. Military defences
were located along the northern ridge of Sturt
Gorge (now Eve Road, Bellevue Heights) and
wire entanglements, a trench and machine
gun emplacements can still be found below
the ridge.

De Rose also recalled that horses from
the Glenthorne remount depot (corner of
South Road and Majors Road, O’Halloran
Hill) were used in the gorge by the army and
he owns a piece from a quick release harness
used by the army. A military vehicle was
photographed on Shepherd’s Hill Road
during this time (Figure 7.3), together with
a Red Cross vehicle (Figure 7.4).

Mr Bob Searles, in an interview with
Erinna Dennis, provided additional
information about the World War II sites.
He identified machine gun emplacements
and trenches on the hillside below the present
Flinders University Ring Road. He also
recalled that these machine guns were manned
by soldiers from an army camp at Eden Hills
and that the wire entanglements and
additional machine guns to the east (in the
area of our field survey) were to be used as a
fallback position and were not manned at all
times (pers. com. R. Searles). These trenches
and machine gun emplacements were not
included in the field survey described below
and were difficult to identify.

Although this project focused on the
documentation of historic sites between
1836 and 1936, the World War II history
of the gorge has been included because it may
otherwise be lost.

As mentioned above, Sturt Gorge was
purchased by the South Australian National
Parks and Wildlife Service in 1969 and is now
known as the Sturt Gorge Recreation Park. At
the time of writing, the open space associated
with Craigburn Farm had been included
in the park and a draft Management Plan
was open for public comment (Department
for Environment and Heritage 2004).

ENVIRONMENT

Flora

The Sturt River and its several tributaries are
important components of the Patawalonga
Catchment area and present management
strategies aim to maximise biodiversity
conservation outcomes (Department for
Environment and Heritage 2004:14).

Three vegetation associations dominate
the park. They are the Grey Box (Eucalyptus
microcarpa) open forest, Grey Box woodland
and the Grey Box/Sheoak (Allocasuarina
verticillata) low woodland. Prior to
colonisation, most of the park would have
carried typical Grey Box open woodland/open
forest associations. Previously a dominant
species, Grey Box is now found only in a select
number of locations. River Red Gum
(Eucalyptus camaldulensis) still dominate the
riparian zone, but in greatly reduced numbers.

Two hundred and seventy-one native
plant species have been recorded within
these vegetation associations, of which nine
are considered to be of state conservation
significance and 58 are of regional significance
(Department for Environment and Heritage
2004:14).

A history of logging, bark-stripping of the
acacia, grazing and cropping in the gorge and
surrounding region has resulted in the

modification of virtually all pre-European
colonisation environments and the
introduction of a range of exotic weed species.
The dominant trees and their associations
continue to be those indigenous to the area,
although they are degraded and many of the
Grey Box have multiple trunks and are of a
uniform age. The European olives (Olea
europea) have invaded most of the park and are
dense in the gullies and on all the steep slopes
of the gorge. Other serious weed infestations
include desert ash (Fraxinus oxycarpa),
Cottonbush (Asclepias rotundifolia) and South
African Daisy (Senecio pterophorus).

Geology and topography

The Sturt Gorge is of considerable geological
significance and is the main reason for the
gorge having been designated as a park in
1969. Rock strata of glacial origin were
identified in the gorge by Howchin in 1901.
Dated to approximately 750 million years,
the Sturt Tillite holds the distinction of being
the first area to provide definite evidence
of glaciation at such an early stage in the
geological history of the world (Department
for Environment and Heritage 2004:10). The
Sturt Tillite can be traced in a north-south
direction for 720 km and in an east-west
direction for over 320 km. At one time it
probably formed a continuous sheet over this
entire area.

The Sturt Gorge is in the Adelaide
foothills on the Eden Fault Block and the
Sturt River (Figure 7.5) has carved a deep
narrow gorge through the tillite strata. It is also
one of the major catchment areas in the Mount
Lofty Ranges and extends eastward
to Belair, Crafers, Heathfield and Cherry
Gardens (Department for Environment and
Heritage 2004:11).

Several tributaries of the Sturt River are
also located in the park, the largest of these are
Magpie Creek on the northern side of the gorge
and Spring Creek on the southern side.

HERITAGE SURVEYS

Consultation

A meeting was held prior to the field survey
with Terry Gregory, National Parks and
Wildlife SA at Belair. Mr Gregory provided
a detailed map of the survey area and the
names of local residents to contact. One of
these contacts was Gordon de Rose whose
family had previously owned much of the Sturt
Gorge and who had lived in the area for most
of his life.



59

Figure 7.6 GIS map of the Sturt Gorge showing the sites referred to below.
SOURCE  Robert Keane, GIS consultant, HFZCHP 2005

The Sturt Gorge

Gordon de Rose generously spent a great
deal of time working with members of the
project team. Two surveys of the gorge were
under-taken with him to confirm the locations
of sites and he spent time assisting Erinna
Dennis with her Cultural Heritage
Management report. Maggy Ragless, Mitcham
Heritage Research Centre, and staff at the City
of Onkaparinga were also contacted and the
local history collections were consulted.

Field survey

On August 4, 2002, a field survey of the Sturt
Gorge was undertaken by fourteen volunteers
from the Flinders University Archaeology
Society and staff from the Department of
Archaeology, Flinders University. The survey
team was led first by Maggy Ragless, Mitcham
Council’s Local Heritage Officer and later, by
Pam Smith of Flinders University. The survey
commenced at the end of Mountbatten
Avenue, Bellevue Heights and followed the
Magpie Creek valley to the west. At the
junction of Magpie Creek and the Sturt River
the team surveyed only the northern side of
the very steep Sturt Gorge to the end of The
Boulevard.

The volunteers were divided into two
working groups, with individuals taking
responsibility for photography, site recording,
GPS recording, photographic records and
communications. Initially the two groups
surveyed both sides of the walking track where
possible. Transects were walked with members
of the survey team spaced at intervals varying
between 5 and 10 metres depending on
ground visibility and terrain. Transects were
only walked in areas that were accessible and
were not conducted where the vegetation was
impenetrable or where the terrain was so steep
that members the survey team were at risk.
GPS points were established and Site
Information Proformas (SIPS) were completed
at all locations where any form of historical
cultural impact, or suspected impact, had
occurred and each location was photographed.

Weather: The weather was cool, mild
and dry.

Vegetation: The density of the vegetation
was variable and although some areas were
dense and difficult, most of the survey area
was accessible.

Terrain: The terrain varied between
undulating to very steep. The steepest gullies
were ranked as a low priority and were not
included in the survey.

The objectives of the field survey were to:
• undertake a systematic preliminary survey

of the Sturt Gorge in order to identify

evidence of European cultural impacts on
the landscape dating from 1836 to 1936,

• record the locations of cultural impacts by
GPS in order to develop a Cultural Heritage
GIS database of the HFZ,

• identify themes and cultural sites that
warrant further research, and

• identify potential cultural tourism
destinations.

Cultural Heritage
management reports

Magpie Creek
Robert Stone (Flinders University, Department
of Archeology) surveyed and recorded the
Magpie Creek Ruin and completed a Cultural
Heritage Management Report for this project.
Refer to the report, The Magpie Creek Ruin, this
volume. (See also Blackwood Reserve, this
volume).

Sturt Gorge
Erinna Dennis (Flinders University,
Department of Archaeology) researched the
history of the Sturt Gorge and prepared a
Cultural Heritage Management report for this
project. This research included a visit to the
Army Museum at the Keswick Barracks (Paul
Longstaff ), library research and interviews
with Mr Bob Searles – a former member of the

Australian Army based in Sturt Gorge during
World War II, Phillip Knightly (researching
military history), Mr Ralph Jones (former
Manager, CSIRO Glenthorne Research Station)
and Janine Kranbourne (National Parks and
Wildlife Service). Erinna Dennis and Pam
Smith were taken to many of the sites
documented below by Gordon de Rose on 28
October 2002. These sites included the mines,
the squatters camp, the 1912 sites associated
with the visit to the gorge by Lord Kitchener
and the World War II sites. Several additional
visits were made to the gorge to verify the data
collected and to extend the survey of the
southern side of the gorge.

GIS Mapping

The locations of all sites identified during the
field surveys were recorded by GPS and
entered into the Hills Face Zone Cultural
Heritage GIS Database (Figure 7.6).

HERITAGE SURVEY RESULTS

House site and
associated cart track

An area adjacent to Magpie Creek and below
Mountbatten Avenue was recorded as a
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Figure 7.6 A GIS reconstruction of the Sturt Gorge showing the locations of military sites
dating from 1910 and World War II.

SOURCE  ????

Figure 7.8 Wire entanglements on the northern slop of Sturt Gorge, view north.
SOURCE  HFZCHP 2005

possible habitation site. A flat area had been
cut out of the side of the slope to the creek and
in the middle of this area a mound had been
formed. The mound contained remnants of an
early building and had been formed by
earthmoving equipment. Maggy Ragless
recalled a record of a cottage in this area that
had never been located. A heavy section of
timber was embedded in the ground and
appeared to be a doorstep. A large number of
shamrock were growing in the area and it was
observed by Gwynne Brown, a volunteer, that
it is a Welsh tradition to grow shamrock close
to the front door step to prevent unwanted
spirits from entering the house.

This site was associated with a track
leading from Mountbatten Avenue, a short
section of which appeared to have been
macadamised and is now used as a walking
trail. The rest of the track was difficult to
follow and was overgrown with blackberries.

Military sites

The military sites in the Sturt Gorge include
the mock battle of 1910, possible evidence of a
World War I firing range and a number of sites
dated to World War II. Material evidence of
the sites described by Gordon de Rose,
including the World War II Army base, no
longer remain. As we drove along the edge of
the Sturt Gorge de Rose was able to identify
the locations of the wireless hut in the former
shearing shed (behind 21 Gorelon Drive), the
mess hut and officer’s quarters (behind 26
Gorelon Drive) and the camp site close to
Blacks Road. This information was mapped by
Erinna Dennis and, using GIS technology,
Robert Keane was able to reconstruct the
World War II landscape from this map (Figure
7.7).

A reconstruction of the landscape where
the military exercises of 1910 took place is also
included on this map. This model is based on
altitude was achieved by highlighting (pale
grey) those sections of the landscape that were
a higher elevation than the tree on the corner
of Botanic Drive and Blacks Road. The map
interprets the view that Lord Kitchener
had of the military exercise from the tree,
now referred to locally as Kitchener’s Tree.
The model also locates the position of the
artillery on one of the hill tops adjacent to
the gorge.

Based on the information derived from
this model and the recorded locations of the
shell holes, the artillery would have been on
the higher points and it is unlikely that Lord
Kitchener would have had a good view from
the tree.

Shell holes
Eight shell holes were recorded on the
northern side of the gorge by the survey team.
This was is a steep area of the gorge and it is
most likely that there were other shell holes
in areas that were inaccessible. Following

a report from a local resident, the southern
side of the gorge was later surveyed above the
Flood Control dam and further shell holes
were identified scattered over a wide area.
These all appeared as depressions in the
ground and were uniform in size, with a
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Figure 7.9 Gordon de Rose showing his
14lb shell to Erinna Dennis. Sturt
Gorge is in the background, view
east.

SOURCE  HFZCHP 2002

The Sturt Gorge

diameter of between 800 mm and 1200 mm.
Differences in soil type would account for
the variations in size. According to Gordon
de Rose these depressions were made by the
14 lb shells used in the mock battle of 1910.

A number of small circular depressions,
with a diameter of between 150 and 200 mm
were noted by Erinna Dennis below the
Flinders University Ring Road. The origin
of these are unknown, but would not have
dated from the 1910 exercises. We know that
the gorge was used as a firing range during
World War I and that military defence
positions were located in that area of the
gorge during World War II.

Wire entanglements and a trench
Remnants of wire entanglements and
a narrow trench were recorded by the survey
team on the northern side of the Sturt Gorge.
These were later identified by Gordon de Rose
and Bob Searles as remnants of the World War
II military exercises and were below the
Bellevue Heights ridge (now Eve Road). This
area was described by Searles as the Army’s
fall-back position if an attack occurred on the
defense positions to the west. A trench was
also identified in this area.

Gun emplacements
Gordon De Rose described how machine
guns had been mounted on the south-facing
slopes at the western end of Sturt Gorge
during World War II. Two small flat areas were
identified as being where two machine guns
had been located. Bob Searles located an area
where there were machine gun emplacements
on the slope below the present Flinders
University Ring Road and two emplacements
were able to be identified. This was the main
defense position described above.

Fences and 19th century
section boundaries

Several fences possibly dating to the nineteen
century were recorded along the earlier section
boundaries. The boundary of the Bedford
Park sanitorium (now Flinders University) and
the former de Rose property (now the Sturt
Gorge Recreation Park) was marked by a row
of Sugar Gums.

Mines

The two mines described above were inspected
from the outside and recorded. Access was not
possible. The two shafts of the unregistered
mid-nineteenth century copper mine are
overgrown by olives and bone seed. A mining
lease was taken out in the 1960s and the mine
was unsuccessfully reworked for a short time.

Squatters hut

Remnants of a small stone and timber
structure were located on the creek line,
including a short length of dry stone walling.
This was a hut used by a squatter during the
depression (1930s) and, according to Gordon
de Rose, he had been regarded as a hermit who
had lived off the land in Sturt Gorge for
several years. The camp site had been burnt by
fires twice during the 1960s and this had
destroyed much of the timber in the structure.

The Watering Reserve

An area known as the Watering Reserve is at
the western end of Sturt Gorge. Here the Sturt
River widens and there is a deep water hole
that used to be used to water cattle during the
nineteenth and early twentieth centuries. The
area is notable for the number of large
E. camandulensis growing along the creek.

Quarry

A small stone quarry was recorded. This was
the source of stone for the house occupied by
the de Rose family and built in the early 1920s.

Brick tank

Close to the north-western boundary and west
of the Watering hole is a large brick tank,

partly built into the slope. No further
information about the tank has been located,
although Gordon de Rose believes that it dates
from the 1920s or 1930s and was associated
with the house on the adjacent Section.

The de Rose house

The location of the de Rose house was not
recorded, but it is behind 29 Gorelon Drive
and is a private residence. The original stone
work remains in situ, but is now covered by a
more recent addition. There used to be a well
in the paddock in front of the house.

CONCLUSIONS

Based on the diversity of archaeological
evidence within the Sturt Gorge it should be
considered a significant landscape both for its
natural and cultural heritage values. At this
time the park has a heritage listing based only
on features of natural heritage significance.

The cultural heritage of the Sturt Gorge
has been protected by the Hills Face Zone
legislation and the history of the sites
protected is diverse and fascinating. Project
members could not identify any other sites in
Australia with such a diversity of documented
military history spanning the twentieth
century. There has, however, been virtually
no recording of the historical archaeology
in the park and there is no reference to the
archaeological sites in the Sturt Gorge
National Parks and Wildlife Management
Plans. The recent draft management strategy
for the Sturt Gorge Recreation Park
recommends that the cultural heritage
values of the park be recorded (Department
for Environment and Heritage, South Australia
2004). The research documented in this
report is preliminary, as resources to Army
archives believed to be in Melbourne were
not available. Project members strongly
support the recommendations of the draft
management strategy and recommend that
archaeological and archival research into the
military history be continued and made
available to the public.

NOTE

Those who went on the Survey on August 4, 2002,
were: Maggie Ragless (Mitcham Heritage Research
Centre), Ruth Jenkins, Andrea Williams, Tim Ormsby,
Lothar Bender, Chris Bender, Bob Stone, Lis Jansson,
Stephen Muller, Gwynne Brown, Tracy Treloar, Jeff
Treloar, Ellen Stuart, Beverley Storey, and Ron Rower.
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