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Panikos Panayi

Work, Leisure, and Sport in Military and Civilian 
Internment Camps in Britain, 1914–1919

Introduction

A full understanding of the importance of sport in British internment camps 
during the First World War should take into consideration that sport was just 
one of the many activities the tens of thousands of civilian and military pris-
oners incarcerated on British soil undertook. Military prisoners, transported 
to the country from the Western Front for the purpose of working, would have 
had less leisure time than their civilian counterparts who were not obliged to 
work under the Hague Convention of 1907.1 Civilians therefore had plenty 
of time and needed to develop a range of leisure activities for the purpose of 
killing time but also for the purpose of creating community. Despite the fact 
that military prisoners worked all day, during their more limited free time 
they also participated in activities similar to those of civilians. This chapter 
will place sport in British camps in context, beginning with an outline of the 
system of incarceration which evolved in Britain during the First World War 
and proceeding to discuss the function that work, leisure and sport played in 
British internment camps as a way of overcoming the onset of “barbed wire 
disease” and creating community. The conclusion addresses the importance of 
sport in a wider context including the consequences of modernisation.

During the course of the First World War, Britain interned hundreds of 
thousands of men within its borders.2 From about 1917, the majority of these 
came from French and Belgian battlefields, but throughout the conflict a sig-
nificant percentage consisted of non-combatants. The latter came mostly from 
the German community in Britain, whose number totalled 53,324 according 
to the census of 1911. They consisted of both permanent settlers and those 
who happened to find themselves in Britain in the summer of 1914.3 However, 

1 For the full text see: URL: http://www.icrc.org/ihl.nsf/WebArt/195-20016?OpenDocu-
ment, Hague Convention (IV) respecting the Customs of War on Land and its Annex: 
Regulations Concerning the Laws and Customs of War on Land, 18  October 1907, 
ANNEX TO THE CONVENTION: Regulations Respecting the Laws and Customs on 
Land # Section I: On Belligerents # Chapter II: Prisoners of War. 

2 Only a handful of women faced incarceration. See Panikos Panayi, Prisoners of Brit-
ain: German Civilian and Combatant Internees during the First World War (Manchester 
2012), 94f.

3 Panikos Panayi, German Immigrants in Britain during the Nineteenth century, 1815–
1914 (Oxford 1995).
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London became the centre of a British imperial system of incarceration of 
Germans and other enemy aliens during the course of the First World War,4 
which meant that Germans in particular could find themselves transported 
from one part of the British Empire to another, while overrun German impe-
rial possessions in Africa also witnessed a system of transportation, which 
resulted in journeys to camps in Britain.5 Furthermore, Germans found upon 
ships on the high seas in August 1914 could also face arrest and incarceration 
in Britain.6

Date Civilian Military
(including naval)

Total

22 September 1914 10,500 3,100 13,600

1 May 1915 20,000 69,000 26,900

20 November 1917 29,511 49,815 79,326

1 November 1918 24,522 91,428 115,930

5 July 1919  3,373 86,903 90,276

Table 1: Number of Internees in Britain, 1914–1919
Sources: National Archives/War Office (NA/WO) 394/20, Statistical Information 
Regarding the Armies at Home and Abroad, 1914–1920; NA/WO394/1, Statistical 
Abstract, December 1916; NA/WO394/5, Statistical Abstract, November 1917; NA/
WO394/10, Statistical Abstract, 1 November 1918; NA/WO394/15, Statistical Abstract, 
1 September 1919.

The tens of thousands of internees in Britain during the First World War 
found themselves incarcerated in hundreds of camps throughout the country. 

4 See, for example, Gerhard Fischer, Enemy Aliens: Internment and the Homefront Experi-
ence in Australia, 1914–1920 (St Lucia 1989); and Andrew Francis, “To Be Truly British 
We Must Be Anti-German”: New Zealand, Enemy Aliens and the Great War Experience, 
1914–1919 (Oxford 2012), 113–152.

5 See, for instance, Gotthilf Vöhringer, Meine Erlebnisse während des Krieges in Kamerun 
und in englischer Kriegsgefangenschaft (Hamburg 1915); and J. Maue, In Feindes Land. 
Achtzehn Monate in englischer Kriegsgefangenschaft in Indien und England (Stuttgart 
1918).

6 See the case of the Potsdam described in Hans Erich Benedix, In England interniert 
(Gotha 1916), 1f.
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These camps had as many differences as they did similarities. The most obvi-
ous differentiation consisted of civilian versus military places of internment.7 
Although a few camps initially held a mixture of soldiers and immigrants in 
the chaos immediately after the outbreak of the war, separation had become 
the norm by 1915. Some of the longest lasting military establishments includ-
ing Donington Hall, Frongoch and Dyffryn Aled simply held officers. Camps 
existed throughout the country by the end of the war, especially with the 
growth in numbers of military prisoners from 1917 which resulted in the 
establishment of numerous working camps.8 Dorchester probably survived 
longer than any other camp, opened in the chaos immediately following the 
outbreak of war and evolving and surviving until its conclusion, by which 
time it had numerous work camps dependent upon it. Similarly, some of the 
major civilian institutions, above all Douglas and Knockaloe, lasted for vir-
tually the whole of the conflict and into 1919. In contrast, some of the camps 
that emerged at the end of the war might last just a few months, especially if 
connected with a specific work project. Some of these smaller working camps 
simply held a few dozen prisoners and, in some cases, such as those holding 
agricultural labourers, just consisted of a farm. At the other extreme came the 
Männerinsel including the “giant camp” at Knockaloe, with its “25,000 Ger-
mans”, divided into four  sub-camps, which, in turn, split into compounds, 
essentially a small town of men.9 In between the two extremes came camps of 
a variety of different sizes. Some of the largest consisted of the parent camps 
which provided labour for working establishments and which included Hand-
forth, Blanford (Dorset), Dorchester, Leigh (Lancashire), Frongoch (Wales), 
Pattishall (Northamptonshire), Brocton (Staffordshire), Catterick (Yorkshire) 
and Shrewsbury.10 Prisoner accommodation varied greatly. Some lived in 
readymade buildings, which would survive the duration of the war, including 
Cunnigham’s Holiday Camp in Douglas11 and the stately homes at Donington 
Hall and Holyport. On the other hand, some of the early camps took over 
establishments which proved completely unsuitable such as Newbury race 
course, the hall at Olympia and a series of factories, while some of the most 
heavily criticised places consisted of ships anchored off Ryde, Southend and 

7 For more precise figures see Panayi, Prisoners, 83f.
8 J. Köhler (ed.), Karte von Grossbritannien, Italien u. den Überseeischen Ländern, in 

denen sich Kriegs- und Zivilgefangene befinden (Hamburg 1917).
9 These claims come from Frederick Lewis Dunbar-Kalckreuth, Die Männerinsel (Leip-

zig 1940), 160–179.
10 National Archives (NA)/Admiralty137/3868, List of All Prisoners of War Camps in 

England and Wales (With Postal and Telegraphic Addresses).
11 Jill Drower, Good Clean Fun: The Story of Britain’s First Holiday Camp (London 1982).
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Gosport in early 1915.12 Standard accommodation consisted of bell tents usu-
ally replaced, if the camp became longstanding, with the type of huts used for 
housing British troops.

The internees who found themselves in Britain during the war faced the 
grim realities of internment which, apart from loss of freedom, included bore-
dom, an all-male society, basic accommodation and repetitive food. Captives 
reacted in different ways to their new environment and we can point to two 
conflicting interpretations that emerged from those who had firsthand expe-
riences of internment during the First World War.

Name Location Type of 
Camp Duration

Approximate 
Number Held 
at Any One 
Time

Alexandra 
Palace

London Civilian 1915–1919 3,000 

Colsterdale Yorkshire Officer 1917–1918 400
Dartford Kent Hospital 1916–1918 Up to 3,726
Donington 
Hall

Leices-
tershire

Officer 1915–1919 500

Dorchester Dorset Military 1914–1919 3,000
Douglas Isle of Man Civilian 1914–1919 2,500
Dyfryn 
Aled

North 
Wales

Officer 1915–1918 100

Frimley Hampshire Civilian 
then Mili-
tary

1914–1915, 
1916–1918

Up to 6,000

Gosport 
(Ships)

Hampshire Civilian 1914–1915 3,600

Hackney 
Wick

London Civilian 1916–1917 100

Handforth Cheshire Civilian 
then Mili-
tary

1914–1918 2,000–2,500

Holyport Berkshire Officer 1915–1919 150–600

12 Panayi, Prisoners, 87–113.
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Name Location Type of 
Camp Duration

Approximate 
Number Held 
at Any One 
Time

Islington London Civilian 1915–1919 600–700
Jersey Jersey Military 1915–1919 1,100
Kegworth Derbyshire Officer 191–1919 600
Knockaloe Isle of Man Civilian 1914–1919 20,000
Leigh Lancashire Military 1914–1919 1,500
Lofthouse 
Park  
Wakefield)

Yorkshire Civilian 1914–1919 1,500

Nell Lane Manchester Hospital 1917–1919 Up to 1,665
Newbury Berkshire Early Civi-

lian 
1914–1915 ca. 3,000

Olympia London Early Civi-
lian 

August–
September 
1914

300–1,500

Pattishall 
(Eastcote)

Northamp-
tonshire

Civilian 
then Mili-
tary

1914–1919 Up to 4,500

Ripon Yorkshire Officer 1919 900
Ryde 
(Ships)

Isle of 
Wight

Civilian 1914–1915 2,500

Southend 
(Ships)

Essex Civilian 1914–1915 5,000

Stobs Scotland Civilian 
then Mili-
tary

1914–1918 4,500

Stratford London Civilian 1914–1917 Up to 740

Table 2: Major Internment Camps in Britain, 1914–1919
Source: Panikos Panayi, Prisoners of Britain: German Civilian and Combatant Internees 
during the First World War (Manchester 2012), 88f.
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The first perspective comes from A.  L. Vischer, a Swiss embassy official 
who visited British camps holding Germans on behalf of the German govern-
ment.13 He popularised the concept of “barbed wire disease”14 and claimed 
that “very few prisoners who have been over six months in the camp are quite 
free from the disease.”15 Vischer devised symptoms including “an increased 
irritability”, “difficulty in concentrating”, brooding, loss of memory and sleep-
lessness.16 Perhaps in the same way that shell shock became the symbol of those 
traumatised by the First World War, “barbed wire disease” played the same 
role for those who could not cope with confinement. Vischer did not oper-
ate in a vacuum, as several other sources focused upon depression and even 
used the phrase “barbed wire disease”. Rudolf Rocker’s unpublished account of 
his time in Alexandra Palace included a section on “camp psychology”, where 
he recognised the “social standing of the prisoners before internment” and 
“occupations during internment” played a central role in determining their 
mental state. Rocker also pointed to a series of other factors that influenced 
the mentality of the internees including food, “the general camp conditions 
and treatment of the prisoners”, contact with the outside world especially 
womenfolk, and the duration of captivity.17 In addition, civilian prisoners did 
not have to work under the Hague Convention,18 which meant that they had 
to kill time.19

An alternative view of First World War internment also emerged, for malised 
especially by John Davidson Ketchum, a Professor of Psychology at the Uni-
versity of Toronto writing decades after his First World War confinement in 
the Berlin civilian camp in Ruhleben. He coined the phrase “prison camp 
society”.20 Ketchum asserted that after the British “settled” there, they took 
part in a range of activities and formed associations that essentially created a 
community structure. We might suggest that, although Ketchum recognised 
the deprivations faced by the Ruhlebenites, he took a basically positive view of 
their experience, as the prisoners collectively survived by creating community, 
a point also emphasised more recently by Matthew Stibbe.21 Ketchum focused 

13 Richard B. Speed III, Prisoners, Diplomats, and the Great War: A Study in the Diplo-
macy of Captivity, London (New York 1990).

14 A. L. Vischer, Barbed Wire Disease: A Psychological Study of the Prisoner of War (Lon-
don 1919).

15 Ibid., 53.
16 Ibid., 50f.
17 Rudolf Rocker, Alexandra Palace Internment Camp in the First World War, British 

Library typescript, 4.
18 J. C. Bird, Control of Enemy Alien Civilians in Great Britain, 1914–1918 (London 

1986), 280.
19 Paul Cohen-Portheim, Time Stood Still: My Internment in England (London 1931), 91.
20 John Davidson Ketchum, Ruhleben: A Prison Camp Society (Toronto 1965).
21 Ibid., 153f.; Matthew Stibbe, British Civilian Internees in Germany: The Ruhleben Camp, 

1914–18 (Manchester 2008), 79–110.
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much attention upon the sporting, educational and cultural activities of the 
prisoners.22 These activities fostered community, both between prisoners of 
the same social groups, who would have participated in similar activities, but 
also between different classes, as educational activity would suggest, with the 
teachers and lecturers interacting with less educated internees. At the same 
time, the mass of activity that developed also allowed prisoners to pass their 
time and to give further structure to their existence beyond meal times and 
parades. Most became involved in a variety of pursuits in what became prison 
camp societies including: religion; reading, writing and learning; high culture; 
and sport. We therefore need to view sport as one of several activities that 
helped both prevent the onset of “barbed wire disease” and create community 
amongst internees in Britain.

Work

The most important activity, however, consisted of work and the first issue 
that needs consideration here consists of who could and who could not work. 
Under the Hague Convention neither civilians nor officers had to work.23 This 
meant that the only group employed en masse consisted of military prison-
ers and the whole reason for their transportation and increase in numbers in 
Britain lay in the fact that the British government needed their labour from 
1917, especially for the harvest.24

But despite the fact that the Hague Convention stipulated that civilian pris-
oners should not work, many of those who found themselves behind barbed 
wire for years welcomed the opportunity to carry out some type of useful 
employment.25 The US embassy report from 1916 claimed that 72 per cent 
of Knockaloe’s purely civilian internees “are at work”. They included “boot-
makers, tailors, cap workers, plumbers, woodworkers, gardeners, latrine men, 
police, coal and railway workers, quarry workers, post-office workers, and 
parcel-post workers”. This report also included the cultivation of vegetables.26 
Many internees also became involved in the internal administration of the 

22 Ketchum, ibid., 192–311.
23 Hague Convention (IV) respecting the Customs of War on Land and its Annex: Regu-

lations Concerning the Laws and Customs of War on Land, 18 October 1907, ANNEX 
TO THE CONVENTION: Regulations Respecting the Laws and Customs on Land 
# Section I: On Belligerents # Chapter II: Prisoners of War, URL: https://www.icrc.org/
applic/ihl/ihl.nsf/0/1d1726425f6955aec125641e0038bfd6.

24 Panayi, Prisoners, 203–207.
25 NA/Foreign Office (FO)383/432, Swiss Embassy Report on Knockaloe and Douglas, 

11 September 1918.
26 Reports of Visits of Inspection Made by Officials of the United States Embassy to Various 

Internment Camps in the United Kingdom (London 1916), 22.
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camps in tasks which would have remained unpaid and essentially represent 
attempts at finding employment for as many men as possible. Camp  IV at 
Knockaloe, for example, developed a complex internal bureaucracy.27 The 
Austrian internee Paul Cohen-Portheim provided a cynical, but perhaps 
accurate, view of the camp administration at Wakefield, describing it as “a 
true Beamtenstaat: everyone was administering and there was very little to 
administer”.28

Some productive work did, however, take place in the civilian camps. 
Hackney Wick in London, for example, which opened on 1  June 1916, 
housed 65 prisoners in October 1916, 53 of whom consisted of “skilled vol-
unteer mechanics” gathered from other places of internment and employed 
by Vickers for the purpose of “fashioning tools, fixtures and gauges for the 
manufacture of sewing machines”. The rest of the prisoners “are occupied in 
the kitchen, laundry, barber’s shop and in camp fatigue work generally”. By 
July 1917 the number of internees had reached 134. They worked 54 hours per 
week and received a weekly wage of 45 shillings. The prisoners held here could 
also see their wives and children once a week.29 The internees held at the camp 
in Cornwallis Road in Islington carried out a variety of paid tasks during the 
course of the war. In March 1916 a total of 600 from 714 men worked here, 
of whom 500  received wages of up to fifteen  shillings per week. The tasks 
at this stage included making artificial limbs and other equipment for the 
Red Cross, which some of them had done before moving to the camp, while 
others made international postal bags and prison clothing. In January 1917, 
the Home Office, which controlled this camp, reached an agreement with a 
brush making firm, Strachan and Co., which gave employment to 250 pris-
oners, who could earn up to 30 shillings per week.30 In Douglas, meanwhile, 
internees were involved in the manufacture of pipes, watches and, above all, 
brushes. Contractors established a brush-making factory in the camp which 
sold its products to government departments and to the public. In August 
1918 it employed 734 prisoners.31

A variety of schemes, in which the Society of Friends Emergency Com-
mittee (FEC) played an important role, attempted to make use of the labour 
power available in Knockaloe, as well as in some of the other civilian camps. 

27 Bundesarchiv [henceforth BA]/Militärarchiv [henceforth MA]/MSG200/2071, Inter-
nal POW Administration Camp  IV, 30  March 1917; MNH/B115/43q, Camp  IV, 
Knockaloe, I. O. M., Final Report and Statistical Record on the Internal Administration 
of the Prisoners of War Camp No. IV. 1915–1919.

28 Cohen-Portheim, Time Stood Still, 94.
29 NA/FO383/164, US Embassy visit of 20 October 1916; BA/R901/83106, Swiss Embassy 

visits of 13 March and 10 July 1917.
30 Reports of Visits of Inspection, 5; Scotsman, 21 July 1916; NA/MEPO2/1633.
31 Panikos Panayi, The Enemy in Our Midst: Germans in Britain During the First World 

War (Oxford 1991), 118f.
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The FEC provided tools and equipment and helped to organise the industrial 
committees established by the prisoners. It also tried to sell the goods that 
internees manufactured. Camp  III in Knockaloe, for example, held profes-
sional basket makers leading to the establishment of a basket making industry. 
These professionals instructed 65 others. In Camp IV meanwhile, internees 
found themselves employed in a variety of tasks, including the manufacture of 
boots, suits, tables and cupboards.32

As well as those civilians working inside camps, others worked outside 
them, particularly on the Isle of Man. By the summer of 1916 civilians could 
“with their consent, be employed on behalf of the state or by private indi-
viduals”. Employers would pay “the standard rate in the district in which the 
prisoner is employed”.33 As early as March 1916 the Isle of Man government 
had already instituted a scheme for the use of internees for agricultural work 
whereby farmers would apply to the Commandant.34 Although this scheme 
initially remained confined to agriculture, during the course of 1916 the Manx 
government devised others.35 A US embassy report from August focused on 
the “War Working Stations” on the Isle of Man including: a site in “the near 
neighbourhood of the camp” where a hundred men constructed a new sew-
age system; a quarry “within a five minute walk of Camp IV” where “about 
150 men are employed in stone-breaking”; another 150 broke stones at Tyn-
wald Hill, about two miles from Knockaloe; while a further 150 carried out 
the same task at Poortown Quarry. In addition, two hundred men worked in 
the canalisation of the Sulby river about fifteen miles from Knockaloe. Doug-
las had similar working stations attached to it.36

Despite these schemes, the rates of employment amongst civilians remained 
low. In contrast, most military internees started working almost immediately 
upon their arrival in Britain from 1917. While a significant percentage worked 
in rural locations in agriculture, many others found themselves employed in 
other forms of physical labour including mining, quarrying and road making.

32 Panayi, The Enemy, 117f.; Leslie Baily, Craftsman and Quaker: The Story of James T. 
Baily, 1876–1957 (London 1959),  104f.; NA/FO383/405, Industrial Department, 
Camp III, Knockaloe to Swiss Legation, German Division, 16 April 1918; Knockaloe 
Lager-Zeitung, 10 May 1917; Manx National Heritage (MNH)/MS10417/1, Papers of 
James T. Baily, FEC 1915–1919, Isle of Man.

33 NA/FO383/237, Army Council Instruction No. 1280 of 1916, Grant of Working Pay to 
Interned Civilians, 27 June 1916.

34 MNH/MS09845: Government Circular No.  188, Alien Labour on Farms, 21  March 
1916; Government Circular No. 211, Alien Labour on Farms, 14 July 1916.

35 MNH/MS09845, Government Circular No. 240, Reclamation of Waste Land by Pris-
oner of War Labour, 24 November 1916.

36 NA/FO383/163, US  Embassy Report on Prisoners of War Working Stations, Isle of 
Man, 28 August 1916.
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Many military prisoners enjoyed their work in the way that civilians did, 
particularly those who found themselves in picturesque locations far away 
from the French battlefields where they had faced capture. One Swiss embassy 
report on a working camp in Wasdale Head in Cumberland, for example, 
which held 36 prisoners, described the “wild and imposing scenery” in which 
this camp lay “surrounded by lofty mountains”. The prisoners lived in a farm-
house. “There is not a yard of barbed wire about the place to spoil the effect of 
the beautiful and peaceful scenery”. The prisoners worked for 54 hours a week 
“in river work making a new bed for the river Irt”. The Swiss embassy inspec-
tors commented that “the outward appearance” of the internees “speaks for 
their well being”.37 Nevertheless, other sources point to discontent amongst 
German prisoner labour. One post-First World War account mentioned mis-
treatment in the camp in Larkhill in Wiltshire focusing upon the cold and 
the Germanophobic guards.38 Some internees went on strike because of their 
working conditions. For instance, in June 1918: “A squad of thirty German 
prisoners engaged on land work at Cranleigh, Surrey, have struck work. 
They have a grievance because three of their party have been punished.”39 In 
September 1918, a strike took place in Frodsham in Cheshire where about 
250 men “have been engaged on a big drainage scheme on the River Birkett”. 
They objected to the fact that “some of the men were taken off the drainage 
work and lent in gangs to neighbouring farmers. Harvesting is far preferable, 
in the prisoner’s mind, to cutting and scouring ditches.”40

Prisoners employed in farming worked mostly to secure the harvest as 
ploughmen and harvesters, “helping to produce the corn and other articles 
the country needs so badly”.41 In the camp at Blairfield House near Chichester 
in March 1918 where prisoners were “employed as ploughmen by the farmers 
of the district”, they started “work at seven am and are conveyed to and fro by 
horse vehicles”.42 Prisoners focused upon the gathering of hay, corn and pota-
toes.43 They also became involved in fruit picking including the 75 employed 
on the Toddington orchards and fruit farms in Gloucestershire.44 Although 
those prisoners working in agriculture appear to have played an important 
role in food production during the final few years of the war, a report from 
1918 stated that they worked methodically but remained slow compared to 

37 NA/FO383/508, Swiss Embassy Report on Wasdale Head, 23 June 1919.
38 Albin Eckhardt / Kurt Maul, Was wir in englischer Kriegsgefangenschaft erlebten und 

erlitten (Frankfurt a.M. 1922), 126f.
39 Daily Express, 24 June 1918.
40 Manchester Guardian, 11 September 1918.
41 The Times, 19 November 1917.
42 BA/R901/83129, Swiss Embassy Report on Blairfield House, 12 March 1918.
43 J. K. Montgomery, The Maintenance of the Agricultural Labour Supply in England and 
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English counterparts. While part of the explanation for this might lie in the 
fact that they had no real desire to help their enemies, unfamiliarity with the 
work may have played a bigger role.45

Many Germans also worked in forestry schemes. By April 1918, for exam-
ple, a letter from the Controller of Timber supplies pointed out that his 
“Department” utilised over 3,000 prisoners “distributed in seventeen working 
camps”.46 One of these consisted of Bwlch in South Wales, where “92  men 
work in the forest, eight of whom drive the lumber wagons”.47 Meanwhile, 
prisoners held at Eartham, near Chichester “are employed at lumber work”. 
When their working hours went up to ten per day they went on strike, which 
resulted in a reduction to nine.48 In the Scottish Highlands prisoners found 
themselves employed in “felling trees” in several camps by the autumn of 1916 
including Lentran and Nethybridge.49

Despite the importance of agriculture for the employment of prisoners of 
war, most appear to have worked in non-agricultural activity. A breakdown 
from July 1918, which listed 50,585 prisoners who worked, gave a figure of 
just 17,100 in agriculture, together with 4,500 in timber. The rest of the total 
included: 5,300 in R.E.50 services; 4,370 constructing aerodromes and sea-
plane stations; 4,020 in mining and quarrying; 2,000 in roads; 3,000 in the 
erection of munitions stores concentrated at Bramley; 2,850 in shipyard con-
struction; and 1,300 employed in camp duties. In addition, the list mentioned 
sixteen other occupations in which prisoners worked.51 Another breakdown 
from the end of February 1918 indicated the involvement of government 
ministries in the employment of prisoners, pointing to their role in the war 
effort, directly or indirectly. Therefore, 2,338  worked with the Admiralty 
involved in: “waterworks for Rosyth” in the Glendevon camp; “brick and tile 
making for the Admiralty” at Inverkeithing; and shipyard construction in 
Beachley. A total of 5,430 prisoners in twenty different camps found them-
selves under the Ministry of Munitions, mostly in various types of quarrying. 
The twelve  camps under the War Office worked at aerodromes totalling 
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3,750 people. Meanwhile, 3,070 prisoners worked under the Royal Engineers 
Works in eleven camps.52

German prisoners in Britain, especially military captives, found themselves 
involved in a variety of tasks at the end of the First World War. Although the 
largest group, but not the majority, worked in agriculture, tens of thousands 
of others found employment in a range of areas. Despite the toughness of the 
tasks that many of them carried out, prisoner employment helped to relieve 
the boredom, monotony and consequent depression caused by living behind 
barbed wire.

Leisure

In view of the fact that civilians did not have to work, they had far more leisure 
time than military prisoners because of the fact that so much of the time of the 
latter was taken up with work. One of the most important functions of these 
leisure activities consisted of constructing community, following Ketchum. 
Leisure pursuits ranged from (what we might describe as) “serious” activities 
such as religion and writing to those carried out more purely for enjoyment 
such as theatre and sport.

Cohen-Portheim claimed that “religion played an astonishingly small part” 
in the men’s lives although he did point to the availability of services.53 Reli-
gious life in the camps reflected the denominational make-up of both the 
German population and the German community in Britain before the First 
World War with a majority Protestant community, a significant group of 
Roman Catholics, and a small minority of Jews.

Religious services became one of the first forms of communal activity fol-
lowing the initial establishment of a place of internment and also took place 
in the most basic of camps because of the efforts of local British churches and 
German clergymen in Britain. For instance, in a small camp opened in Hen-
don in north London in June 1917, Pastor Scholten was holding an evangelical 
service by September, while “Dr Shut, a Dutch priest of St Joseph’s College, 
Mill Hill, Hendon, [held] Roman Catholic Services once a week”.54 Long-last-
ing camps developed more established services over the years. By January 1919 
in Bramley, which opened in 1917 and had a population of 2,470  soldiers, 
“Protestant and Roman Catholic Services were held every Sunday and […] 
even during the week there were services amongst the prisoners – on Tuesday 
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for the Protestants and on Thursday for the Roman Catholics.”55 In March 
1917 Pastor Scholten conducted Lutheran services “frequently” in Dorches-
ter while two Catholic priests visited “once a week or once a fortnight […] 
spending enough time in the camp to talk privately to those who wish to ask 
their advice”.56 In Alexandra Palace (a camp operating from 1915 until the end 
of the war with approximately 3,000 internees) both denominations used the 
same room every Sunday but the Catholics began at 9:30 in the morning while 
the Protestants started at 10:45. Members of both groups attended religious 
lectures on Tuesday and Thursday evenings respectively. A Jewish service also 
took place here.57 In Douglas, an Anglican service occurred on a weekly basis, 
while “Roman Catholic Services are held regularly and religious festivities are 
provided for the large Jewish community.”58 As the largest and longest lasting 
camp, Knockaloe developed the most complex religious activities. Each of the 
individual camps here appears to have held services for both Roman Catholics 
and Protestants59 although a Home Office survey suggests a fairly low rate of 
attendance at services and confirms Gerald Newton’s assertion that most men 
held at Knockaloe had become “kirchenfremd” (estranged from church).60

While a minority of prisoners may have participated in organised religious 
activity, many more appear to have celebrated the key festivals of the year, 
whether Jewish, Catholic or Protestant. One of the highpoints for the Jewish 
Camp in Douglas consisted of Passover, which the five  hundred Jews who 
found themselves confined here celebrated annually.61 Christian prisoners also 
commemorated the key festivals of their religious calendar. These included 
New Year’s Eve, Fasching and Whitsun.62 By far the most important festi-
val was Christmas for the overwhelmingly Christian population of German 
internees. Hans Erich Benedix recalled that when interned in Alexandra Pal-
ace, although many of the prisoners looked forward to their second Christmas 
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in captivity, others became bitter when thinking about it and claimed that they 
would go to bed early on Christmas Eve.63 Such contradictory feelings find 
reflection in some of the articles appearing in the camp newspapers. A 1917 
Christmas edition of the Douglas camp newspaper Unter Uns claimed that 
little enthusiasm existed for Christmas in the weeks that preceded it, but that 
the arrival of numerous presents changed the atmosphere. Similarly, a piece 
in the Douglas Lager–Laterne from Christmas 1916 by Pastor Oskar Goehling 
entitled “Christmas in Exile”, reflected that “to proper Christmas festivities 
belong”, amongst other things, “children shouting, joyous glancing women’s 
eyes […] delightful pines from the German forest, nuts and mushrooms, carp 
and bratwurst” as well as a “brightly lit church”. He continued: “And now? 
Christmas in exile! Everything that is prepared for a Christmas party is really 
only a poor effort, a substitute; thoughts wander to those who love us far away 
with whom we would like to be united.”

In addition to religion, the other “serious” pursuits consisted of reading, 
writing and learning. The presence of significant numbers of middle-class, 
educated Germans, including teachers and academics, some of whom came 
from the German community in Britain,64 facilitated such activities. While 
some of the educational events took the form of informal lectures, all types of 
schools and even universities emerged on a sophisticated and significant scale, 
especially in the large and long-lasting camps on the Isle of Man, as well as the 
predominantly bourgeois Lofthouse Park. The Swiss embassy officials in Lon-
don contacted the Prussian Ministry of Education via the German Foreign 
Office in order to define the curriculum for military prisoners and to formal-
ise the issue of certificates for those who successfully completed courses for 
use after the war.65

Formal educational activity therefore emerged in a wide variety of camps, 
both military and civilian. As early as November 1914 a “school and lecture 
room” already existed in Dorchester.66 In Handforth, 1,600 prisoners partic-
ipated in 56 courses in 1917, while other informal lectures also took place.67 
Alexandra Palace held “a large proportion of excellent teachers upon all kinds 
of subjects”. The Commandant provided “three rooms for studying purposes” 
meaning “there developed in a very short time, a rich mental life”. Subjects 
available included a range of sciences and languages, attracting 700 students. 
However, “the undertaking suffered a great blow” when some of the teachers 
faced transfer to the Isle of Man during the course of 1915. The school did not 
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recover until the end of the following year but another “calamity awaited it” 
when some of the internees went back to Germany. Further problems revolv-
ing around the use of the rooms meant that by December 1917 the classes had 
“practically ceased”.68 Alexandra Palace’s loss became the Isle of Man’s gain as 
Douglas and Knockaloe developed the largest and most sophisticated educa-
tional activity. The school in Douglas opened in January 1915 thanks largely 
to the efforts of Paul Keppler. At this stage it offered instruction in a range 
of subjects, particularly languages. During its first term about 256 pupils per 
day attended.69 By early 1916 as many as a thousand students attended classes 
every day, meaning that a large minority of the Douglas prisoners did so. By 
the following January, the number of pupils attending daily had fallen but still 
averaged between five hundred and a thousand.70 In view of the number of 
prisoners held at Knockaloe, educational activity became even more exten-
sive and diverse there. Each of the sub-camps appears to have developed its 
own institutions.71 Some of the camps held academics, especially Wakefield, 
which had 67. Their presence led to the development of university-level edu-
cation with the establishment of a Camp College, which opened to students 
on 1 October 1917. About 650 internees listened to lectures, which remained 
well attended until Christmas, but repatriation in the following year caused 
disruption, although the institution survived until the autumn. Cohen-Porth-
eim described the idea of a university at Wakefield as “a pathetic delusion”. 
Nobody seems to have graduated but the lecturers participated out of good 
faith, including Hermann J. Held, who found himself working in Cambridge 
at the outbreak of war.72

The development of so much educational activity meant that the camps 
needed a ready supply of books, which they obtained from a variety of char-
itable sources. The Deutsche Dichter Gedächtnis Stiftung provided almost 
650,000 volumes to German troops and internees all over the world between 
August 1914 and December 1917, of which 10,681 went to German prisoners 
in Britain. Individuals also appear to have received books from the Evange-
lische Blättervereinigung für Soldaten and Kriegsgefangene. Those prisoners 
held in Handforth obtained books from at least eight different sources, mostly 
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charities and foundations, but also publishers.73 The ready supply of books led 
to the development of significant libraries. By August 1917, for instance, the 
catalogue in Handforth listed 2,692 volumes.74 The largest collections, as we 
would expect, once again lay in Knockaloe, where each of the sub-camps had 
its own central library together with others in the compounds. In April 1916 
each camp held approximately 4000 books, “of which 40 % are in constant cir-
culation. A penny per month is charged for books lent to men who can afford 
to pay for it”.75 By the end of the war the number of volumes held in Camp IV 
alone had reached 18,080.76 Such numbers point to a prisoner population that 
devoted a significant amount of its time to reading. Many volumes, especially 
those described as scholastic, technical and literary, had connections with 
the educational activity. Such books covered a large range of subjects ranging 
from history and philosophy to commerce, transport and mathematics.77

As well as reading, many prisoners became involved in writing. At least 
one  internee appears to have produced an academic monograph while 
interned in Alexandra Palace, using the limited number of books available 
in the camp library as well as by obtaining others from the outside.78 At the 
same time, at least one volume of poetry appeared in Knockaloe, focusing on 
the realities of everyday life.79 In fact, much more poetry appeared in what 
became the main literary vehicle for internees during the First World War in 
the form of the prisoner of war newspaper, which, as Rainer Pöppinghege has 
demonstrated, became a global phenomenon amongst German, English and 
French internees. In Britain such newspapers became formalised during the 
course of 1915, reflecting the development of more permanent camps dur-
ing that year. One of their key functions consisted of providing information 
on social and educational activity within individual camps, although they 
also allowed prisoners to express their feelings about internment, especially 
through literary sketches and poems. They had an overarching aim of cre-
ating community or even Heimat within specific camps.80 Pöppinghege has 
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identified a total of 32 different camp newspapers published in Britain during 
the First World War, including four at Douglas, five at Handforth and seven at 
Knockaloe, although the number points to the fact that they tended to remain 
short-lived. Those at Handforth had a circulation of 250–300 while Stobsi-
ade reached 4,000 and the Knockaloe Lager-Zeitung totalled 4,500.81 Stobsiade 
first appeared in September 1915 and survived intermittently, until early 1919. 
The editorial team moved to Knockaloe, when Stobs became a purely mili-
tary camp, where they established the Knockaloe Lager-Zeitung. The prisoners 
typeset Stobsiade and then checked it. In all the publication process took about 
one week.82

The literary pieces that appeared in the newspapers form part of what we 
might describe as a “high culture” which emerged in the camps. While some 
of the activity, such as painting and sculpting, resembled the contributions 
made to the camp periodicals because of the solitary nature of production, 
much that took place behind barbed wire involved the development of com-
munity, including music and, above all, theatre, which brought together 
significant numbers of people as directors, performers or spectators. Despite 
this community creation, we should still remember that activities like the cele-
bration of Christmas, served as a substitute for real life and events outside 
in an attempt to reconstruct pre-war realities. Theatrical performances even 
created substitute women because of the necessity of male internees to dress 
up for female parts.

Paul Cohen-Portheim could continue his pre-war profession of painting 
within Wakefield where, although he had to readjust to his new surroundings, 
he managed to paint on a variety of themes, sometimes through commis-
sions. Some of his fellow internees, meanwhile, carried out woodcarving.83 
Similarly, a report on Holyport mentioned these two activities amongst the 
prisoners held there.84 The Isle of Man inmates used all sorts of materials to 
create artistic objects.85 Although there “was an acute shortage of sheet metal 
[…] there was no shortage of empty bully-beef tins”. At the same time, “[i]
mprisoned sculptors, for want of better material, carved the meat-bones dis-
carded by the cook-houses.”86 In Alexandra Palace: “Woodworking, carving 
ox bones into ornaments, marquetry, toy-making and art (paintings, draw-
ing etc.) all flourished.” But the available workspace here proved “wholly 
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inadequate” for the number of men who wished to carry out such activities,  
which meant that they moved them to their bedsides. However, the con-
stant sound of “hammering, sawing, filing and so on […] was extremely 
detrimental to the mental health of the prisoners, especially during the long 
winter months, when forced to remain indoors by bad weather and early 
head counts”.87

Music became an important part of camp life, reflecting both the impor-
tance of this art form in pre-war Germany88 and the presence of large 
numbers of musicians in London before 1914 ranging from players in the 
leading British orchestras to members of marching brass bands.89 Margery 
West, commenting on the Isle of Man, wrote that “[c]oncerts were an impor-
tant feature of […] life behind barbed wire” as they “were needed to keep up 
morale and were a necessary outlet for those alien prisoners with talent going 
to waste”.90 Ensembles of various sizes emerged to perform concerts in camps 
throughout Britain. Wakefield had developed a musical society in all three of 
the sub camps by 1916 and arranged all types of concerts.91 Alexandra Palace 
also developed “a strong and well-trained orchestra […] in fact, it was said 
at that time in London the finest orchestra in London was to be found” here 
made up of “many talented musicians” and “industrious amateurs”.92 Jutta 
Raab Hansen pointed to a sophisticated musical life in the camps on the Isle of 
Man with symphony orchestras, choirs and ensembles as well as music critics 
and the use of music in religious festivities and plays.93 In Knockaloe each of 
the four camps had both a string and a brass orchestra. Although these partly 
accompanied theatrical performances, they also regularly performed purely 
orchestral concerts.94

This points to the fact that theatre became as important as music in the 
camps throughout Europe, recognised in 1933 by Hermann Pörzgen who 
viewed it as an escape from the monotony of the captivity that prisoners faced 
and a development which could prevent “barbed wire disease”, helping to 
divert attention from the everyday realities of internment, providing an intel-
lectual stimulus and allowing the development of a communal life by serving 
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as a meeting point for new interests.95 More recently Alon Rachamimov and 
Jennifer Kewley Draskau have focused upon the ways in which cross-dressing 
actors helped to keep the image of women alive in camps.96 Pörzgen calcu-
lated that 69 camp theatres existed in Britain, made up of nine for officers, 27 
for privates and 33 for civilians.97 One of the most developed military theatre 
groups emerged in Brocton in July 1917, shortly after the camp came into 
existence and was sustained by the thousands of people who found themselves 
interned here. In its first season, it performed 40 pieces on 81 evenings, and 
in the second year, 31 on 61, encompassing a wide repertoire.98 In Knocka-
loe, theatre, along with education, probably became the most important social 
activity, with performances taking place not only in each of the individual 
camps, but also in many, if not all, the compounds. A total of twenty separate 
theatres seem to have existed here.99 In Camp IV, seven independent theatres 
emerged, each with its own stage and even orchestral pit, pointing to the num-
bers of people involved in such activity. The individual companies “toured” 
the other compounds. In total, 170  actors lived in Camp  IV, together with 
74 people connected with theatrical activity as stage hands and dressmakers, 
scenery painters and electricians. Between October 1915 and March 1919 a 
total of 1,125 “theatrical plays” were “produced” here together with 84 variety 
shows, 220 concerts and 102 “festivals, social evenings etc.”, making a “total 
number of entertainments of 1,532”.100

Sport

Sport was another major form of popular culture that became part of everyday 
life in the camps and included games and exercise, which may have involved 
more people than theatre activity in view of the range of games which the pris-
oners developed, both competitive and non-competitive and encompassing a 
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variety of sports including those played primarily in Britain and its Empire, 
such as cricket, to more international activities such as football to those espe-
cially associated with Germany such as gymnastics (Turnen). Once again, 
although such activity emerged in both the military and civilian camps, it 
became most sophisticated in the settled and long-standing civilian camps, 
with the development of competitive leagues. An article in one of the Knocka-
loe newspapers summed up the role of sport by stating the obvious: “A healthy 
body means a healthy mind.”101 Some naval prisoners interned at Oswestry 
also found that discussing football acted as a useful icebreaker for communi-
cating with their guards and even improving their English.102

The British authorities recognised the value of sport and exercise by pro-
viding recreational facilities in most of the camps, irrespective of their size, as 
the following examples illustrate. The 72 combatants held at Rosyth in Scot-
land and working nine and a half hours per day in the local brickworks in 
June 1917 had access to a “sports field outside the camp […] every evening, 
where the prisoners have a bowling alley and a football ground”.103 Similarly, 
the 231  combatants interned in Lentram in Scotland, employed in “cutting 
wood and working a steam saw mill” for eight hours per day could use a sports 
field outside the camp during the evening.104 The more established places of 
internment, whether military or civilian, developed more sophisticated sport-
ing facilities. Leigh, for instance, had three recreation grounds, although these 
partly acted as sites for “military and physical drill”.105 In Jersey the prisoners 
“have an exercise field 310 yards long and 120 yards wide, where they play 
football and other games. They also take route marches of between five and 
six miles, two or three times a week, 300 men going each time, weather permit-
ting”.106 Furthermore, as the camp lay not far from the sea, during the summer 
“the neighbouring beach offers facilities for sea-bathing”, which the prisoners 
of war utilised “in relays of about 400”, suggesting a coastal idyll.107 In Colster-
dale in Yorkshire, a “large lawn and two tennis courts offered opportunities 
to participate in sporting activity” including football, handball, rounders and 
gymnastics.108 Facilities in the civilian camps became perhaps most sophisti-
cated, although few would have had access to open air bathing like those held 
in Jersey. Wakefield had several sports fields, while the men “are taken for 
route marches three or four times a week”. Furthermore, a total of eight tennis 

101    Werden, May 1915.
102    Friedrich Ruge, Scapa Flow 1919: The End of the German Fleet (London 1973), 130.
103    NA/FO383/277, Swiss Embassy Report on Rosyth, 29 June 1917.
104    NA/FO383/277, Swiss Embassy Report on Lentram, 9 July 1917.
105    NA/FO383/164, US Embassy Report on Leigh, 19 September 1916.
106    BA/R901/83081, US Embassy Report on Jersey, 27 April 1916.
107    BA/R901/83081, US Embassy Report on Jersey, 4 November 1916.
108    BA/R67/1343, Bericht des Leutenants d. R. Schön von Gren. Regt. über Lagerverhält-

nisse und Verfügung im englischen Lager Colsterdale.
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courts existed here for the predominantly middle-class prisoners, together 
with “a gymnasium, fitted with all the usual gymnastic appliances.”109 Those 
held at Douglas had access to two recreation fields totalling over ten acres by 
the spring of 1916, together with at least five tennis courts, a football field and 
a running track.

The interned men have opportunity for Tennis, Football, Fistball, Skittles, for which 
a fine new alley has been built, Running, Dancing, Boxing, Wrestling and Swimming. 
They have two Billiard Tables and a ping-pong table. There is also a very large gymnastic 
class in connection with the Upper Camp and a small one, mostly for Swedish Drill, in 
the Lower Camp. There is a Swimming Pool in the Lower Camp.110

Knockaloe provided a similar range of facilities including a “large recreation 
field open to each compound as a rule twice a week, alternately morning and 
afternoon”, while each compound also had its own hall of 150 by 30 feet.111

The prisoners took full advantage of the facilities available. In Camp  IV 
in Knockaloe they participated in gymnastics, athletics, cricket, football, ten-
nis and golf (based on three  holes). As many as 180  people played cricket, 
pointing to the Anglicisation of many of the internees, who may have spent 
decades in Great Britain, married British women112 and even fathered sons 
with British nationality fighting in the British armed forces while they experi-
enced life behind barbed wire.113 Football proved most popular with 36 teams 
existing between 1915 and 1919 playing 600 matches including 64 between 
different compounds and 25 between the sub-camps.114 The gymnastics soci-
ety of Camp I, Compound 6 produced an annual report on its activities during 
1916 when it stated that it had 90 members, “75 active and 15 inactive”, but 
worked out that 7,425 people had used the available equipment.115 Knockaloe 
actually held one of the most famous German internees in Britain during the 
First World War in the form of Joseph Pilates, who had moved to Britain in 
1912 where he worked as a boxer, circus performer and self-defence trainer. 
While interned in Knockaloe he trained and refereed boxers but also observed 
the movement of animals, especially the tailless manx cat which helped him to 

109    NA/FO383/163, US Embassy Report on Wakefield, 12 June 1916.
110    NA/FO383/163, US Embassy Report on Douglas, 18 May 1916.
111    NA/FO383/162, Report US Embassy Report on Knockaloe, 8 January 1916.
112    Panayi, German Immigrants.
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British Army in NA/ FO383/298, W. Roderwald to Swiss Minister, 22 May 1917.
114    MNH/B115/43q, Camp IV, Knockaloe, I. O. M., Final Report and Statistical Record on 

the Internal Administration of the Prisoners of War Camp No. IV. 1915–1919; Lager-
Ulk, 7 November 1917.

115    Turnverein Knockaloe Compound 6, Gefangenenlager Knockaloe Insel Man, Camp 1, 
Turnbericht über das Jahr 1916 (Knockaloe 1916).
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develop ideas about his exercise regimen.116 Meanwhile, prisoners at Oswestry 
established an athletic club whose activities alternated with football because 
of the availability of just one sports field.117 As we have already seen, sport 
also became especially important in Jersey, where activities included handball, 
athletics, gymnastics and football.118

While physical activity became part of the everyday lives of prisoners, sport-
ing festivals also characterised the camps, perhaps representing an occasion to 
relieve monotony. On 15 August 1915 the military sports committee in Stobs 
organised its third festival. The event began with a gymnastics exhibition fol-
lowed by a pentathlon competition consisting of stone throwing, high jump, 
triple jump and gymnastics won by a junior military officer called Schneider. 
Other athletics events also took place, together with a football “world champi-
onship” between a Blücher and an infantry team, which the former won 2-1.119 
Meanwhile, in August 1917 a “Heimat festival” occurred in Camp I at Knock-
aloe, which involved a range of activities including sport but also theatre and 
the schools. Preparations for this event took place through May, June and July. 
These included negotiations with the commandant of Knockaloe and qualify-
ing tournaments for the tennis and football competitions. The event lasted for 
a whole week. In addition to the competitions that took place during the day, 
plays and concerts followed in the evening.120 Other events focused on spe-
cific sports such as the tennis tournament in Douglas in July 1915. Meanwhile, 
on 13 August 1916 a boxing tournament occurred in Douglas to decide the 
camp champion.121 Similarly, a gymnastics festival in Camp IV at Knockaloe 
on 15 August 1916 began at eight o’clock in the morning with music sounding 
throughout the camp.122

These organised activities point to the importance of sport in the develop-
ment of prison camp societies as suggested by Ketchum. In the same way that 
theatre brought together a range of internees, whether as actors, spectators or 
stage hands, sport helped to unite large numbers German prisoners through 
the development of sporting clubs, competitions and even festivals. As we 
have seen from the case of Pilates, sporting activity did not simply involve 
participants but also trainers and referees. Clearly, it also involved significant 
levels of organisation, otherwise the leagues and sporting festivals could not 
have taken place.

116    Eva Rincke, Joseph Pilates: Der Mann, dessen Name Programm wurde (Freiburg 
2015), 26–69.
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Sport in Perspective

Sport in British internment camps during the First World War should be 
viewed in the overall context of the activity in which military and civilian 
internees found themselves involved. It is important to distinguish between 
the activities of military and civilian prisoners. Military prisoners found 
themselves in Britain for the purpose of working, otherwise they would have 
remained on the Western Front. Consequently, the vast majority of their time 
involved work, whether in agriculture or other activities, which meant that 
sport formed part of their leisure activity. In contrast, while civilian internees 
did work in some cases, “[t]ime here really had to be killed, for it was the 
arch-enemy, and everyone tried to achieve this as best he could and accord-
ing to his nature.”123 Sport and leisure therefore became the raison d’être for 
many civilians. We may also speculate on the health benefits of sport for these 
internees. Once again, physical activity for military prisoners came from 
work. The prisoners, whether civilian or military, were remarkably healthy, 
in view of their ages – between seventeen and 45 – which meant a low death 
rate.124 In the context of twentieth century internment, we should also view 
sport in British camps as a symbol of an ultimately humane system epitomised 
by the gymnastics in Knockaloe and the swimming at Jersey, although this 
does not change the injustice of interning men for up to five  years behind 
barbed wire, in some cases involving abduction from a boat crossing just after 
the war broke out.

This brings us to the issue of modernity in relation to incarceration and sport 
in Britain. Some of the prisoners in the country had experienced one aspect 
of the modernity of early twentieth  century European life during the First 
World War in the form of the mechanised nature of killing that characterised 
combat on the Western Front. Incarceration of civilians in Britain and else-
where during the conflict also reflects the modern nature of warfare, as this 
policy took off during the second half of the nineteenth century and become 
universal amongst combatant powers during this global struggle.125 At the 
other extreme in the process of modernisation lay sport, with its orga nised 
rules and structures which, as we have seen, even extended to the creation of 
competitions and league tables. Modernity meant, on the one hand, systema-
tised killing and, on the other, the creation of organised leisure activity behind 
barbed wire that included sport.

123    Cohen-Portheim, Time Stood Still, 91.
124    Panayi, Prisoners, 128–133.
125    Christoph / Jens Thiel (ed.), Lager vor Auschwitz: Gewalt und Integration im 

20. Jahrhundert (Berlin 2013).



Contributors to this Volume

Mathias Beer is managing Director of the Institute for Danube Swabian History 
and regional Studies and Lecturer at the History Department of the University 
of Tübingen. He is interested in modern Europe and South-Eastern Europe, 
the history of nationalism, migration history, and the history of minori-
ties. Among his key publications are Flucht und Vertreibung der Deutschen. 
Voraussetzungen, Verlauf, Folgen (Munich 2011), and the edited volumes Über 
den Tellerrand geschaut. Migration und Ernährung in historischer Perspektive, 
18.–20. Jahrhundert (Essen 2014) and Migration und Mythen. Geschichte und 
Gegenwart – Lokal und global (Ulm 2014).
Contact: mathias.beer@idgl.bwl.de

Dittmar Dahlmann is Professor emeritus of East European History at the 
University of Bonn. His work centres on the history of Russia and the Soviet 
Union from the eighteenth to the twentieth century, especially the history of 
Siberia and the Far East, the history of sport and the history of science and 
expeditions. Among his recent publications are Sibirien: Vom 16. Jahrhundert 
bis zur Gegenwart, (Paderborn 2009; Russian translation: Sibir’s  XVI v. i do 
nastojashchego vremeni, Moscow 2016), Carl Heinrich Merck, Beschreibung 
der Tschucktschi, von ihren Gebräuchen und Lebensart sowie weiterer Mate-
rialien und Berichte, (ed. with Diana Ordubadi / Helena Pivovar, Göttingen 
2014) and Auf den Spuren der modernen Sozial- und Kulturanthropologie: Die 
Jesup North Pacific Expedition (1897 bis 1902) im Nordosten Sibiriens, (edited 
with Diana Ordubadi and Matthias Winterschladen, Fürstenberg an der Ha- 
vel 2016).
Contact: d.dahlmann@uni-bonn.de

Gregor Feindt is postdoctoral Research Fellow at the Leibniz Institute of Euro-
pean History in Mainz. He is interested in the social and intellectual history 
of Central Europe, especially Poland and Czechoslovakia, in the twentieth 
century. Recently, he has published Kulturelle Souveränität: Politische Deu-
tungs- und Handlungsmacht jenseits des Staates im 20.  Jahrhundert (edited 
with Bernhard Gißibl and Johannes Paulmann, Göttingen 2017) and Euro-
pean Memory: Universalising the Past?, Special Issue of the European Review 
of History 24:4 (2017), edited with Félix Krawatzek, Friedemann Pestel, and 
Rieke Trimçev.
Contact: feindt@ieg-mainz.de



280 Contributors to this Volume

Felicitas Fischer von Weikersthal is Lecturer and Research Assistant at the 
University of Heidelberg. She is interested in the history of Stalinism, Soviet 
Forced Labour Camps, Nazi occupation policies in Eastern Europe as well 
as Russian and Polish terrorism in the late nineteenth and early twentieth 
century. Her publications include Die »inhaftierte« Presse: Das Pressewesen 
sowjetischer Zwangsarbeitslager, 1923–1937 (Wiesbaden 2011); (Hi-)Stories of 
the Gulag. Reality and Fiction (ed. with Karoline Thaidigsmann, Heidelberg 
2016), and Explosive Melange. Terrorismus und imperiale Gewalt in Osteuropa. 
Special Issue of Osteuropa 63:4 (2016), edited with Manfred Sapper, Volker 
Weichsel, and Anke Hilbrenner.
Contact: felicitas.fischer.von.weikersthal@zegk.uni-heidelberg.de

Doriane Gomet is Senior Lecturer in Sports Sciences (STAPS) and in Con-
temporary History. She is working at the Institut de Formation en Education 
Physique et Sports d’Angers and in the research center “Violence, Identities, 
Politics and Sports” of the University of Rennes II (France). She is particularly 
interested in the history of the practices of vulnerable people, notably those in 
situation of captivity during the nineteenth and twentieth century. Recently, 
she published “Between Survival Strategy and Bloody Violence: Boxing in 
Nazi Concentration and extermination camps 1940–1945”, The International 
Journal of the History of Sport 33 (2016); “Pratiques corporelles et genre dans 
les camps nazis”, International Review Sport and Violence 8 (2014); “Assauts 
derrière les barbelés: l’escrime dans les camps de prisonniers de guerre français 
durant la Seconde Guerre mondiale”, in Luc Robène (ed.), Le sport et la guerre 
XIXe et XXe siècles (Rennes 2012).
Contact: doriane.gomet@wanadoo.fr

Anke Hilbrenner is Professor of East European History at the University of 
Göttingen. She is interested in Jewish history as well as the history of terrorism. 
Moreover, she is currently researching sport and violence during the Second 
World War in occupied Europe. Her recent publications include “Sport und 
die jüdische Suche nach Gemeinschaft in den (ost-)europäischen Metropolen 
der Zwischenkriegszeit”, Aschkenas 27:1 (2017), and Explosive Melange. Ter-
rorismus und imperiale Gewalt in Osteuropa. Special Issue of Osteuropa 63:4 
(2016), edited with Manfred Sapper, Volker Weichsel, and Felicitas Fischer 
von Weikersthal.
Contact: anke.hilbrenner@uni-goettingen.de

Alan Kramer is Professor of European History at the University of Dublin, 
Trinity College. He is interested in the history of warfare in the twentieth 
century and the global history of concentration camps. Among his most 
important recent publications are “Recent Historiography of the First World 



281Contributors to this Volume

War”, Journal of  Modern  European History  12:1 (2014), and 12:2 (2014), 
“Blockade and economic warfare”, in Jay Winter (ed.), The Cambridge His-
tory of the First World War, vol. II: The State, (Cambridge 2014), and Welt der 
Lager. Zur “Erfolgsgeschichte” einer Institution (co-edited with Bettina Greiner 
Hamburg 2013).
Contact: alkramer@tcd.ie

Christoph Jahr is Privatdozent at the Humboldt-University in Berlin. He is 
interested in the history of antisemitism, legal history, and military history. 
His key publications include: Antisemitismus vor Gericht: Debatten über die 
juristische Ahndung judenfeindlicher Agitation in Deutschland (1879–1960) 
(Frankfurt  a.M. 2011); Gewöhnliche Soldaten: Desertion und Deserteure 
im deutschen und britischen Heer 1914–1918 (Göttingen 1998); Lager vor 
Auschwitz: Gewalt und Integration im 20.  Jahrhunderts (co-edited with Jens 
Thiel, Berlin 2013), and Paul Nathan: Publizist, Politiker und Philanthrop, 
1857–1927 (Göttingen 2018).
Contact: christoph.jahr@web.de

Floris van der Merwe is Professor emeritus at the Department of Sport Science, 
Stellenbosch University, South Africa. His interest lies mainly in the nine-
teenth and twentieth century South African sport history. His latest book is 
entitled James R. Couper. Vader van Suid-Afrikaanse boks (Stellenbosch 2015).
Contact: floris@sun.ac.za

Panikos Panayi is Professor of European History at De Montfort Univer-
sity, Leicester and studies the history of internment and the persecution of 
minorities in wartime. His most recent publications include: The Germans in 
India: Elite European Migrants in the British Empire (Manchester 2017); and 
as editor, Germans as Minorities during the First World War: A Global Com-
parative Perspective (London 2014); and Prisoners of Britain: German Civilian 
and Combatant Internees during the First World War (Manchester 2012 and 
2014).
Contact: ppanayi@dmu.ac.uk

Dieter Reinisch is Researcher at the Department of History & Civilization, 
European University Institute in Florence, and an Editorial Board members 
of “Studi irlandesi: A Journal of Irish Studies” (Florence University Press). He 
is interested in Contemporary European history, British and Irish history, and 
Oral history. In 2017, he published Die Frauen der IRA: Cumann na mBan und 
der Nordirlandkonflikt, 1968 –1986 (Vienna 2017) and edited a special mono-
graphic issue of Studi irlandesi on Resistance in Modern Ireland 7 (2017). He 
is also the author of “Frauen in der irisch-republikanischen Bewegung nach 



282 Contributors to this Volume

1969: Überlegungen zu Oral History, sensiblen Daten und dem Nordirland-
konflikt” BIOS 28:1/2 (2015).
Contact: dieter.reinisch@eui.eu

Veronika Springmann is postdoctoral Research Fellow at the FU Berlin with 
a project on Homosexual movement and legal framework in the Federal 
Republic of Germany, 1945-2002. She is interested in the history of gender, 
the history of the body and history of violence. Amongst her publications is 
“Zwischen Selbstbehauptung, Vergünstigung und Gewalt: Fußball im Konz-
entrationslager Neuengamme”, Beiträge zur Geschichte des Nationalsozialismus 
in Norddeutschland (2017); “ ‘Entertainment’ und ‘Punishment’. Die Darstel-
lungen von Sport in nationalsozialistischen Lagern auf den Zeichnungen von 
Alfred Kantor”, in: Frank Becker / Ralf Schäfer (eds.), Sport in der Geschichte 
(Frankfurt a.M. 2014).
Contact: veronika.springmann@fu-berlin.de

Marcus Velke works as a freelance historian and is a PhD student at the Uni-
versity of Bonn. He is interested in the history of Displaced Persons, especially 
those from Estonia. Furthermore, he enquires into the history of German 
homosexual emancipation in the 20th century. Among his key publications are 
Lager – Repatriierung – Integration: Beiträge zur Displaced Persons-Forschung 
(co-edited with Christian Pletzing, Leipzig 2016); Queer/Gender/Historio-
graphie: Aktuelle Tendenzen und Projekte (co-edited with Norbert Finzsch, 
Münster 2016); Geschichte der hessischen Ärztekammern 1887 –1956: Autono-
mie – Verantwortung – Interessen (with Benno Hafeneger and Lukas Frings, 
Schwalbach am Taunus 2016).
Contact: velke@uni-bonn.de

Kim Wünschmann is Lecturer in Modern and Contemporary History at 
Ludwig-Maximilians-Universität Munich. Her research interests centre on 
German-Jewish history, Holocaust studies, gender and the history of civil-
ians in war. Her publications include »…der schrankenlosesten Willkür 
ausgeliefert«: Häftlinge der frühen Konzentrationslager 1933 bis 1936/37 
(co-edited with Jörg Osterloh, Frankfurt  a.M./New York 2017), Revenge,  
Retribution, Reconciliation: Justice and Emotions between Conflict and Medi-
ation. A Cross-Disciplinary Anthology (co-edited with Laura Jockusch and 
Andreas Kraft, Jerusalem 2016) and Before Auschwitz: Jewish Prisoners in the 
Prewar Concentration Camps (Cambridge, MA 2015).
Contact: Kim.Wuenschmann@lmu.de

Manfred Zeller is Research Fellow with the Research Centre for East European 
Studies at the University of Bremen. He is interested in Russian and Ukrainian 



283Contributors to this Volume

history, the history of sport, as well as memory culture. In 2015, he published 
»Das sowjetische Fieber: Fußballfans im poststalinistischen Vielvölkerreich« on 
football fandom in the Soviet Union (Stuttgart 2015).
Contact: zeller@uni-bremen.de


	Cover
	Title Page
	Copyright
	Table of Contents
	Body
	Introduction
	Gregor Feindt / Anke Hilbrenner / Dittmar Dahlmann: Between “Barbed Wire Disease” and Judenexerzieren: Why the History of Sport in Penal and Internment Camps Matters
	Camps and Sport: Confronting the Existing Research
	Perspectives for a History of Sport and Camps
	Writing the History of Sport in Camps

	Alan Kramer: The World of Camps: A Protean Institution in War and Peace
	The First World War
	The Interwar Period
	Nazi Germany: Inclusion Camps and Exclusion Camps
	The Soviet Gulag
	Comparisons
	Camps after 1945?


	Section I
	Gregor Feindt / Anke Hilbrenner: Camps as Nomos of Modernity?
	Practices of Modernity in Camps

	Floris J.G. van der Merwe: Sport in Concentration and Prisoner of War Camps during the Anglo-Boer War, 1899–1902
	Prisoner of War Camps
	Concentration Camps
	Sport in Captivity during the Anglo-Boer War

	Panikos Panayi: Work, Leisure, and Sport in Military and Civilian Internment Camps in Britain, 1914–1919
	Introduction
	Work
	Leisure
	Sport
	Sport in Perspective

	Christoph Jahr: “We are pursuing sport because such work is not demeaning”: Forms and Functions of Sport in Internment Camps during the First World War
	Sport and Internment: A Multifaceted Relationship
	Sport vs. Turnen before, during, and after the War
	Sport behind Barbed Wire
	Sport, Discipline, and Control: The Engländerlager Ruhleben
	Sport, National Identity, and Cultural Transfer: The Bando Camp in Japan
	Sports, Camps, and Modernity – Some Concluding Remarks

	Doriane Gomet: Sport behind the Wire: Primarily a Life-Saving Exercise?
	Can Sport Be Considered a Humanitarian Practice or Is It an Instrument to Control the Human Body?
	Sport as a Tool for Promoting More Humane Conditions in Captivity
	How German Propaganda Seized upon Sport
	Sport in POW Camps: A Major Propaganda Tool for the Vichy Regime
	French Sports Administrations and Oflags: Meaningful Dispositifs that Gradually Broke Away from All Attempts at Political Exploitation
	Sports Administrations for POWs: French Services Essential to the Development of Sporting Activities
	Were Sports Organisations Efficient Channels for Conveying Propaganda?
	Meaningful Dispositifs for Officers
	Escaping Captivity Psychosis by Engaging in Sport
	Sport and Physical Education: Activities Having Tremendous Success with French Officers
	Filling in the Present and Planning for the Future
	Sport: A Tool for Rebuilding a Social Identity
	Conclusion


	Section II
	Anke Hilbrenner: Bodies in Camps between Destruction and Perfection 
	Practices of Construction of Body Images in Camps
	Normative Approaches?

	Felicitas Fischer von Weikersthal: Between Coercion and Athletic Ambition: The Form and Function of Physical Culture in Soviet Forced Labour Camps
	Sports and Fizkul’tura in the Soviet Union
	Soviet Forced Labour Camps and the Theory of Re-education and Fizkul’tura
	Sportive Activities in the Camps
	The Function of Sports and Fizkul’tura in the Camps
	Conclusion

	Kim Wünschmann: Judenexerzieren: The Role of “Sport” for Constructions of Race, Body, and Gender in the Concentration Camps
	Camp Sport as a Form of Humiliation and Abuse
	Camp Sport as a Means of Self-Assertion and Defiance
	Sport, Game, and Play in the Concentration Camps – A Case Study
	Concluding Remarks

	Veronika Springmann: “He liked us, because we were good athletes, good workers” – Productive Bodies in Nazi Concentration Camps
	Mauthausen Concentration Camp as a Place of Violence and Labour
	The Function of Privilege within the Camp
	Sport and Labour
	Functions of Sport, Performance, and the Body
	Conclusion


	Section III
	Gregor Feindt: Camps Producing Identity and Memory
	Sport in the Camps’ Social Practices

	Mathias Beer: Sport in Expellee and Refugee Camps in Germany after the Second World War: Expressing Identity between Bačka and Stuttgart
	Introduction or Foreign Football Enthusiasts 1945
	Forced Mass Migration at the End of the Second World War or Germany’s Number One Question
	The Schlotwiese Camp or a Second Homeland
	The Camp and its Football Team or From Crni Vitez to F.C. Batschka
	Where Do We Belong or from F.C. Batschka to S.V. Rot
	Conclusion or The Function of Football in the Integration Process of Refugees and Expellees

	Marcus Velke: Recreation, Nationalisation, and Integration: Sport in Camps for Estonian and Jewish DPs in Post-War Germany
	Sport in Jewish DP Camps
	The Situation of Jewish DP Sport in the British Zone
	Sport in Estonian DP Camps
	Estonian Sport History – A Short Introduction
	The Surplus of Including Sport History into DP Research

	Dieter Reinisch: Performing Resistance: Sport and Irish Republican Identity in Internment Camps and Prisons
	Gaelic Sport and Internment
	Soccer in HMP Maze
	Sport in Portlaoise Prison in the 1990s
	Transforming Conflict through Sport in Prisons


	Conclusion
	Manfred Zeller: Games of Transgression: Camp Sports and the Fate of the Body Modern

	Contributors to this Volume 



